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[ T he Advice, t0:adhere to the Doctrine . our 
;  Cfeſſon und Cerreliſſau eee * | 


S'E C T IN. 1 


| The Advice applied to particular 4 2 
And, firſt, Of the Law, . 
. Works, and 45 @ Rule of Life, 


| SECTION. III. 
1 fo th dy iſtinition of the Lam, as it is the 

| 11 and a LE is the Law 4 
ce 
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no 


E- Z 
| undermine and ſubvert its Conſtitution, 1 Re, 
would applaud your Undertaking, and com- de 7 

mend your undaunted Courage, in attacking 
ſo boldly a whole Aſembiy. I would per- 

 Twade you, that ye have Truth on your Side, 4“ 
and that your Zeal for Truth ought not to be fe 

curbed by Rules for Peace and Concord, nor PO 
hemmed in by the Bonds of Subjection un- Ne 
to Church-Judicatories. I would aſſure you, Me 
that your good Cauſe ſhould at length pre- 4 
vail, and that ye ſhall certainly ſurmount all 
Difficulties and Oppoſition that ye can meet 
with in your Way. I would encourage you 
to ſtand your Ground ſteadily, without yield- ie 
ing one Hoof : And ſo I would endeavoar to Toth: 
ſplit your Church, by employing and driving JI. 1. 

Home a Wedge of its own Timber. a 
But, R. Gentlemen, I love your Church, I © 
pray earneſtly for its Preſervation. in Purity ttf. 
and Peace; I am afraid of Diviſions in Points cn 
of Doctrine, and am truly grieved for what 
hath fallen out of late: My Friendly Advice to 
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| 1 = is, that ye may ſtedfaſtly adhere to the 4 
| oly Scriptures, the only infallible Rule of x4 
| Faith and Manners, and maintain honeſtly tels 
d ſtrenuouſly the received Doctrine of the he 
; and ftrenuouſly the received Doctrine of the H 


bl Church of Scotland, contained in our Confeſſi- 
| on of Faith and Catechiſms, which are an ex- . : 
| _ . cellent Syſtem of divine Truths, moſt agree- Miu 
able unto the Word of God. I may therefore Tic 

inforce this Advice in the Words of the Ape- Tre 


1 


s ” ou 
— — Ss ; 
N — 


1 ie, Stand faſt in the Faith, quit you like Men 
m. de ſtrong; let all your Things be done with Cha- 
lit, 1. Cor. xvi. 13, 14, And that ye ſhould 
&rrneſtly contend for the Faith which was once 
Jelivered unto the Sainti, Jude Verſe: 3. En- 
Seavouring to keep the Unity of the Spirit in the 
Bond of Peace, There is one Body and one Spirit, 
ven az ye are called in one Hope of your Calling, 
ine Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm, Eph. iv. 3. 
4, 5. If there be therefore any Conſalation in 
Chriſt, if any Comfort of Love, if any Fellowſhip 
of the Spirit, if any Bowels of Mercies ; fulfil ye 
iy Joy, that ye may be like-minded, having the 
Jame Love, being of one Accord, of one Mind. Let 
Fot hing be done through Strife or Vain-glory, Phil. 
Ji. 1,2, 3. . „ oy bs | 
3 Iam glad to find, in the very Beginning 
of your Repreſentation, that ye own the Do- 
Krine of our Confeſſion of Faith and Cate- 
hiſms, to be agreeable unto the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and that it is a Duty to endeavour the 
Preſervation of its Purity. I hope therefore, 
he it ſhall not be taken in ill part, that I preſume 
of co preſs you to maintain what your ſelves pro- 
ly Meſs ſolemnly to ow : Let us therefore hold faſt 
ne 7: Proſſer of our Faith, without wavering, 

= YHED. X. 23. EEO „ 
1 This is the Duty of all; but ye who are 
-. {Miniſters of the Goſpel, are under peculiar 
re Ties; for to you is committed the precious 

7 Treaſure of ſacred Truths, and ye are called 
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ſave themſelves, and them that hear them, 1 Tim. 
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of God, to teach them, and thetewith to feed prete 
the Floc over which the Holy Ghoſt hath made yen, 


you Overſeers . T; ake heed there; ore unto your 0 rdet 


| ſelves, Ads XX. 23 Hence | imothy hath A there 
Charge committed to him, to hold Faith and a berſo 
good Conſcience, 1 Tim. i. 18, 19, and is ex-Fhat 
horted to take heed unto himſelf, and unto his And 
Hoctrine, 1 Tim. iv. 16. and to hold faſt the gti 
Form of found Words, which he had heard of ying 


the Apoſtle Paul, 2 Tim. i. 13. A Miniſter ny 


therefore ought carefully to take heed unto in; 
himſelt, and guard againſt Errors and Inno- Jauſe 
vations in Doctrine, that he may not miſkead y I 
gets, offend the truly godly, wound his own Fwaſi 
eputation, and may not be aſhamed before fance 
his Sovereign Lord, when he ſhall be called 
to give an Account of the Stewardſhip he was 


1 | 


intruſted with. 


Faithful Miniſters, who take heed unto $ 
themſelves, and unto their Doctrine, hall both gi 


iv. 16. and ſuch Teachers ſhall ſhine as the the C 
Brightneſs of the Firmament, and they that turn gcqu: 


many to Righteouſneſs, as the Stars for ever and in; 
ever, Dan. xii. 3. But how dreadful ſhall the Kario 
Account be, that others muſt give of them- Need 
| ſelves, who have poiſoned People, and led 
them into eternal Perdition, by their Errone- | 


ork 
er 5 | 7006 
ous Doctrine? If a poor deluded Soul, ftand- Ind / 
ing at the Bar of his Judge, trembling and Y © 
ſvaſhing his Teech, mould ory gur, Alas? 0 
V N Alas? 


las! I was taught by ſuch a Miniſter, who 

feed pretended to lead me by a ſhort Way to Hea- 
nade en, that I needed not to forſake my Sins, in 
jour grder to obtain the Pardon of them; that 
h a#here was no more for me to do, but only to 
ad a perſwade my ſelf, that Jeſus Chriſt is mine, 
; Cx-Fhat I ſhall have Life and Salvation by him; 
His ind that whatever Chriſt did for the Redem- 
the tion of Mankind, he did it for me; that ha- 
| of ving taken up this Perſwaſion, I needed not 
ter y Thing more that is neceſlary to Salyati- 
into in; that I needed not follow Holineſs, be- 
no- Fauſe Chriſt is godly for me: And aecording- 
ead v I wrought up my ſelf into this ſtrong Per- 
wn ſwaſion, and pleaſed my ſelf without Repen- 
ore fance or Holineſs. But Oh! I now find Im 
ted 1 uined by. Deluſion and Preſumption. Shall - 
das ot ſuch a Speech ſtrike Horrour into the 
Heart of the guilty Teacher, and fill himwith 

to Shame and Confuſion, when he is called to 
oth give an Account of his Doctrine? _ 
m. It is then moſt requiſite, that Miniſters of 
the the Goſpel be ſound in the Faith, and well 
rn Jcquainted with the Fundamentals of Religi- 
ud n; and ye ſhould not only retain the Foun- 
he y ation, which 1s Jeſus Chriſt, but alſo take 
Sced how ye build thereupon : For every Man's 
ork fall be tried by Fire; and he that builds 


e bod. Hay, Seubble, ſhall have his Work burnt, 
i Bud fall ale Lela i or il. 20015. 
ot - 4 a ; 


6 | 
1 0. my Advice ſhall be deemed friendly 1 ſent 
and wholeſome, tho I urge yet further, that the 
ye not only profeſs your ſteady Adherence un- ties 
to our Confeſſion and Catechiſms, but alſo} Fai 
that ye own and maintain them, and the Do- ch) 
ctrine therein-contained, in the plain and ob- tri: 
vious Senſe of the Words: For if the Words Ge 
and Phraſes ſhall come to be wreſted and fal. 
Wire-drawn into a falſe Meaning impoſed | ſink 
upon them, and which was never intended by | yet 
the Compilers, it is not to be accounted their 
genuine Doctrine: And ye will readily grant, 
that they who do ſo, do not fincerely own and} 


avouch our Confeſſion and Catechiſms : But it] the 
| Miniſters ſhall ſincerely adhete to our Cond C2 
feſſion and Catechiſms, in their plain and ge- mi 
nuine Senſe and Meaning, as they ſtand ſo- ma 
lemnly engaged. This ſhall contribute not aj Ca 
little unto the Preſervation of the Purity ol the 
Doctrine, and Peace of this Church. me 


Ye'll perhaps ſay, your Advice is good, and) ag 
what you have advanced to inforce it, ca T 
not be gainſaid ; but why is all this directed bo 


to us: ? My very dear Friends, your likeningy po 
to me, ſhall ſurely in nowiſe widen preſent 
Differences: Yea, I perſwade my ſelf, thach m. 
| your, doing the Thing adviſed, tho' not ir} fer 

Compliance with my Advice, "ſhall conduc} as 


to narrow the unpleaſant Differences betwixi} M 
the General Aſſembly of this Church and A. 
Les. Hear with me, Reverend Sirs, if Y _ 
LE canno 


cannot help thinking, That, by your-Repre- 
ndly¶ ſentation,ye have ſtated your ſelves Parties to 


Catechiſms, in the plain and genuine ſenſe of 
off the Words. And if ye, Reverend Gentle- 
men, ſhall do the ſame, then both Parties are 
and agreed in theſe Articles of Faith; ſacred 
cam Truth remains ſafe, being honeſtly owned on 
ted both ſides, and all Ground of Difference in 
Ling) point of Doctrine is removed. 
ſen Upon ſuppoſition of this deſirable Har- 
hach mony in Doctrine, the only remaining Dif- 
in ference between the Aſſembly and you, will, 
uc as I conee ive, be about the Meaning of the 
ix Marrow of Modern Divinity. The General 
and) Aſſembly 1720, in their Fifeh Act, have judg- 
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ed ſeveral Paſſages of that Book, in the Senſse ! 
they underſtood 9 


them, to be Erronecus, and 


i 3 N - | 5 &. * 5 "$5 © 
contrgry to the Holy Scriptures, and the recei- 


ved Poctrine of our Confelſton and Carechiſms z cc 


* 


and in their Zeal 


© ; & 
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8 the Uſe of it. Ye, on the 
other * * 0 n ; f : 
of that Author is injured, and that the cen- 


* - 


the General Aſſembly have miſtaken the 


eaning of theſe Paſſages, which they judg- 
ell Erroneous; yet, ſeeing private Chriſtians 
might fall into the ſame Miſtake, and ſo re- 


cxivę theſe Paſſages for Truths, which in the 
ſenſe they underſtood them are truly Errors, 


they were at no great Loſs to be warned of 
them, and even deprived of the Uſe of that 
Book, which might lead them into Errot 3 
when they might readily be furniſhed with a- 
bundance of good practical Books, from 
which they were in no ſuch Danger. But 


ſuppoſing the Aſſembly have taken up the ge- 


nuine Meaning of the Author in theſe Paſ- 


KEV 


ſages; they did juſtly in cenſuring them, and 


* 


prohibiting the Book, and ye did taſhliy 10 


| Fen ſuch a reproachful; Attack upon their 


dgment and Authogity. 


for Divine Truths, and for 


and, do conceiye, that the Memory 


mach 2do to be made about it.  Suppoſing, 0 


But 


venting the Infection of theſe Errors, theß id 


re 
Er 


ſured Paſſages may bear a more favourable Art 
Meaning. In my humble Opinion, this is 
not a Matter of ſuch Moment, as needed ſo 


18 


ae CER ns 
| © But it is not my Intention in this friendly 
g Advice, Xo. enter UpOH klie Diſpute about the 
Meanſag of the 1 
ſced of the Orthodoxy of the Marrow, and 
I chitik the Mattet of ſuch Importance, that ye 


by a private Hand 
2? of any Church Judicatory : And your Io do- 
2 1hg, will be deemed more modeſt, and lels 
llable unto the Reproach of undecent and diſ- 
reſpectful Treating of the ſupreme Judicato- 


rrow. If ye are convin- 


I jadge your felyes obliged in Conſcience to 


vindicate that Bock; then it will be needful 


that ye advance ſich Proofs of the ſound 
Senſe ye aſcribe unto the cenſured Paſſages, 
+ that it may plainly appear unto all reaſonable. 
Men, that ſuch ſound Senſe is moſt agree 
able unto the common and uſual Acceptati- 
on of the Words, to the Context, Scope of 
the Author, and to other Paſſages collated 


therewith, But even in this I humbly offer 


my friendly Advice, That before ye make 
any further Attacks upon the Aſſembly's Act, 
ye, in the firft Place, refute that Book, en- 
7 ritled, The Antinomianiſm of the Marrow of 


Modern Dior detected; which is publiſhed 
and, without the Authority 


ry of this Church. 


Bor, as I (ard, I ſhall not dip into this 
Matter; what I aim at, is your cordial A- 


greement with the General Aſſembly, in on- 
ifg the Articles of Faith contained in out 
Confeſſion and Catechiſms, in their plain and ge- 

ER % 


nuine ſenſe and Meaning. And I perſwade # _ 
my ſelf, that your Concord with the Aſſem- J. 
| bly, your being of one Mind herein, fhall be 
Matter of Joy and Thankſpgiying to all the } 
Serious and Godly in the Land, whoſe Hearts fi 
tremble at the Apprehenſion of Diviſions and 
Innovations in our Doctrine. . 
And that this Joy may be full, it will not 
be ſufficient that both Parties own the Do-— 
ctrine of our Confeſſion and Catechiſms in 
general, unleſs there be alſo a Concord in the | 
particular Articles ſpecified in the Fifth Act 
| of the General Aſſembly 1720: And if in 
| theſe ye ſhall both agree, in the genuine 


( 19 


V 


n 


Meaning of our Confeſſion and Catechiſms, I 
think the Concord in Doctrine ſhall be com- 
plete. It will therefore be requiſite, that this 
general owning of our Confeſſion and Cate- 
chiſms, be particularly applied unto the Ar- 
| ticles of the ſaid Act, which ye have ſeen 
meet to animadvert upon in your Repreſenta= : 
tion; and that my Advice deſcend into an 
earneſt Obteſtation, That ye, as to theſe 
- Particulars, ſtand faſt in the Faith, which ye 
openly profeſs to own and maintain. 
In your Repreſentation, ye have not kept by 
the Order, in which theſe particular Ar- 
ticles are ſet down in the 4ſſembly's Ad; but 
have begun with the Fifth, for Reaſons that 
| may be eaſily gueſſed at: However, I ſhall 
i; follow the Order, as ye have claſſed them in 
| A 
| NE | 
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your Repreſentation. And in conſidering of 
them; I fhall not enquire into the Meaning 
of the Marrow, which I have already laid a- 
ſide; but into your Harmony and Agree- 


ment with the Aſſembly in theſe Articles 


which ye profeſs to own, according to our 


: | | Confeſſion and Catechiſms. | 
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SECTION IL 


The Advice applied to particular Articles 
Ana, firſt, of the Law as a Covenant of 
Works, and as a Rule of Life, 


X 7 Our Firſt Head is about the Law, and 
| JL hath Reſpect unto the Fifth Article of 
the Aſemblys Act, wherein they cenſure this 
Poſition as Erroneous, viz. That the Reliever 
is not under the Lau as a Rule of Life. (How 
this is inferred from the quoted Faſlages of 
the Marrow, underſtood in the Author's Senſe, 
I do not now inquire) herein ye agree with 

the Afﬀembly: For Repreſent. p. 4. ye call it 

a monſtrous Opinion, That the Law is not @ 

Rule of Life to Believers; 'and p. 6. ye cite 
Confell. Chap. 19. 6. where the Law is ſaid to 
he a Rule of Life to them and Larg.” cn 

; | u. 


— 


* 


* 


Qu. 97. where it is called the Rule of their 

Obedience. Further, ye profeſs that Believ- 
ers are freed from the Law, as a Covenant of 
Works, Repreſent. p. 6. And the Aſſembly 


ſame fifth Paragraph cite Confeſſ. Chap. 19. $, 
6. in which it is expreſly affirmed, That true 
Believers are not under the Law, as a Covenant 


And hitherto ye are agreed in theſe Generals. 
But what follows in your Repreſentation, p. 6. 
will need'to be ſet in a clearer Light, that 


this Church may the better appear. | 
Tour Words are, We know no Com- 
« mands of the Covenant of Works, but that 
Command of perfe& Obedience, under 


“ Pelievers, be diveſted of its Promiſe of 
“Life, and the Threatning of Death (which 
ec ſuperadded to its Commands, made it a 
« Covenant of Works) as it really is, ſince 
© they are not under it, to be thereby ju- 

& ſtifted or condemned; we cannot compre- 
et hend how it continues any longer to be 
* a Covenant of Works to them, or, as ſuch, 
to have a commanding Power over them, 
© that Covenant- Form of it being done 
| © away in Chuiſt, with ReſpeR to Belicy- 


wo ; 
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does not refuſe this, but own it; and in the 
of Works, to be thereby juſtified or condemned. 


its Concord with the received Doctrine of 


« Pain of the Curſe, and if the Law, as to 


1 rere ese . 


„ tf} 


er of the geod, and yoceptable, and perfett 


— 
If all theſe Things, ye here mention, do 


4 belong to that Firm of the Covenant f 
Works, which is done away in Chriſt with 


Reſpe& to Believers; I would have it clear- 


ed, what remains to make up the Nature 


of that Law, which ye allow to be a Rule 
of Life to them. It doth not command per- 


fect Obedience, it hath no Promiſe of Life, 
nor Threatning of Death annexed to it, as 
- ſuch; it hath no commanding Powerover ge- 
levers; ſeeing all theſe belong to that Cove- 
7 rant-Form, which is done away. The Law 


then, which is a Rule of Obedience to Be- 
lievers, maſt be ſuch, as doth command en- 
ly an imperfe& and defective Obedience, and 
hath only temporary Promiſes of the Life 
that now is, annexed to it; 10 that Beliey- 


$ ers are not to be encouraged unto Godli- 
Z? neſs and good Works, from any Promiſe of 


the Life that 1s to come, and it hath only 
temporal Threatnings of A fflictions and Cha- 
ſtiſements; ſo that Believers muſt not be 

diſconraged from Sin, by the Threatning f 


7. conſuming Fire. And what commanding 
Power hath fuch a Rule of Obedience over 


them? For the Believer's Obedience muſt 


manding Power, elſe it is not Obedience. 


Now this cannot be the commanding Po. 
Will 


Will of God; for, methinks, the perfect Will tnc. 
of God doth command perfect Obedience, But 
(though Believers come ſhort of it) and not 
an imperfect and defective Obedience. 

That ye may have Opportunity to open 
your Mind more fully in this Matter, I 
| ſhall take a more particular View of this 

Paſſage of your Repreſentation. And, 

1. When ye ſay, ©* We know no Com- 
© mands of the Covenant of Works, but 
© that Command of perfect Obedience, un- 

© der Pain of the Curſe. Ye here give a 
peculiar Character of the Covenant of Works, 

whereby it is diſtinguiſhed from the Law, as 

it is a Rule of Life ro Believers. And ye 

- appropriate two. Things unto it, viz. 'That 

it commands perfect. Obedience, and that it 
doth ſo under Pain of the Curſe. Now, if 
theſe be Properties of the Covenant of Works, 
and belong to its Covenant- Form, hence it will 

follow, That the Law of Nature, or the 
Moral Law, written in Man's Heart in his 
Creation, and before it received the Form <« 


of a Covenant of Works, did not command 
perfect Obedience, nor had it the penal « 
San&ion, or Threatning of the Curſe annex- } « 
ed: to it. And ſeeing that Covenant- Form of cc 
it is done away in Chriſt, with Reſpect to ec 
Believers, it will follow, that the ſtanding | < 
Moral Law, which is a Rule of Life to Be- « 
 lieyers, doth. not command perfect Obedi- 0 


* 


*- 


7 (0 
ii nee, nor hath the Threatning of the Curſe. 


e, But according to our Confeſſions and Ca- 
ot } techiſms, the Law was written in Man's 
Neart in his Creation, Confeſſ. chap. 4. 9. 
en ©. and Larg. Cat. Q. 17. How did God create 
1 an? And the Covenant of Works was 
lis 


Fnade after Man's Creation, by an Act of 
1 3od's Providence, Short Cat. Q. 12. When 
l= TGod had created Man, he entered into a Cove- 
ant of Life with him, upon Condition of per- 

= Fe Obedience. God's Promiſe of a Reward, 
fand entering into a Covenant with Man, 
fare derived from his voluntary Condeſcenſi- 
Fon; but the Moral Law requiring Man's 
Obedience, and its penal Sanction, are de- 
rived from the Perte&ions of God, the De- 
pendence of the reaſonable Creature, and 
the Nature of Things. Confeſſ. chap. 7. H. 1. 
The Diſtance between God and the Crea- 
ee ture is ſo great, that although reaſonable 
3 © Creatures do owe Obedience unto him, as 
ee their Creator, yet they could never have 
any Fruition of him as their Bleſſedneſs 
ee and Reward, but by ſome voluntary Con- 

e deſcenſion on God's Part, which he hath 
© been plegſce to expreſs by Way of Co- 
cc yenant. run 6. H. 6. Every Sin; both 
00 Original and Actual, being a Tranſgreſ- 
© ſion of the righteous Law of God, and 
„ contrary thereunto, doth, in its own Na- 
1 2 4h ture, bring Guilt upon the Sinner, where 
1 8. « by 
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1 36 | 
« b Py is b bound over unto the: Wrath of R 
z0d, and Curſe of the Law, and ſo made 
« ges to Death, with all Nite, ſpi-⸗ 
r ritual, temporal, and eterual. ”” And 7 
Cat. Q. 152. ** Every Sin, even the leaft,| 
© being againſt the 2 Goodneſs, 
« and Holinels of God, r nin 
„ rightecus Law, deſerveth 2s rath- b 77 
00 Curſe, both in this Life and that which "hi 
« is to came, and gannot be expiated but £1 
* by the Blood of Chriſt. ** This Law, tho fd. 
airelec of its Caaienant- Num, in the "Diſ- $00! 
pauſation of Grace, dath Kill continue to Ped 
— 2 Rule of Righreoulchs and, as ſuch, Yrep 
was delivered by God upon Maunt re . 
in ten Commandments, CGonfeſſ: chap... 19. Ju 
$. 2. Lang. Car. Q. 98. This Law is own- nin, 
ed 0 be 2 Rule of Obedience unto Beliey- 0, 
ers as well as others, Coufeſſ. chap. 19. H. K. Chi 
and, as ſuch, ro have the Command of per- FI h 
F& Obedience, .Larg. Cat. Q. 99. For the If 
«* right Ane af the ten Command- 
ce ments, theſe Rules ate to be obſerved. bat 
* 120, That the Law is perfect, and bind- La 
« eth every one to full Conformity in the tan 
< whole Man, unto the Righteouſneſs there - in 
* of, and unto intire Obedience for ever; [Ce 
do as to requite the utmoſt Perfection of 
ce, every Duty, and to farhid the leaſt De- I the 
gte of. every Sin. LN hy it Tach Ke 


8 þ <P. 
(oth 53 1 
9 oel 0 Where . a Threatning is annexed, the 
de . contrary: Promiſe is included. 
ſpi-J . Ye give your: "Notion of the Law, as it 
Is a Covenant of Works, and metition' the In- 
Feredients which, make u "that Covenant: Form 


eſs, Jof it, viz. That tis Promiſe of Life, and Threat- 
bis® ing of Death . uperadded. to its Commands, 
and Snade it 4 Covenant of Works. So then àa Law 
lich Which hath Commands, and a Promiſe of 
but Life, and Threatning of Death thereto ſuper- 
idded, is 4 Corenant of Works: But the 
NI. ) ofpel-Revelatioh, which may be juſty cal- 


Hol ted the Law of Chriſt, hath its Commands to 
Frepent, Acts xvii. 30. and to believe in Chriſt, 
1 John iii. 23. And unto the Commands are 
1 a gsradded the Promiſe of Life, and Threat- 
Ining of Death, Tai. lv. 7. Mark xvi. 16. 
John iii. 36. And therefore the Goſpel of 
Thriſt is made a Covetiant of Works, which, 
I hope, ye will not grant, nor ever intended. 
IIf any ſhall ſay, that the Goſpel hath. no 
Commands, I ſhall not divert into that De- 
pbate, but ſhall. ceadily grant that the Moral 
Law doth oblige Men unto Faith and Repen- 
© tance, when theſe Duties are revealed to chem 
in the Goſpel : But then, unto theſe its 


Commands, a Promife of Life and Threat- 
of ning of Death are ſuperadded: And therefore 
e- the Motal Law, as it commands Faith and 
th Rep ntance,is {till made a Covenant of Works. 
— Vat E LY thoſe B. kms, by which 
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Law was delivered with Promiſes and Threat- 


Although true Believers be not under the 
Law, as a Covenant of Works, yet it is of 
* Uſe to them, as a Rule of Life.” Andi un 
unto the Law, thus conſidered as a Rule of 3: 
Life to Believers, there is aſcribed, C1.) not! 
only the informing them of the Will of God, andi 


" cordingly. And this imports a Command of 


even their Sins deſerve : And this imports a 


threatned in the Law, And (z.) To the 
Law, as ſuch a Rule, there are aſcribed 


ye ſay the Law is made a Covenant of Works, Wiſes 
are in our Confeſſion and Catechiſms aſeribed 
unto the Law, as it is a Rule of Life to Bel *: 
lievers, who are not under it, as it is a Co” * 
venant of Works. For Proof of this, ſee ouiflind 
Larg. Catech. in the aboye- cited Queſtions, 97W*2 
and 99. and our Confelſ. Chap. 19. H. 2. faith Wc 
” That the Law, after Man's Fall, continued ite 
to be a perfect Rule of Righteouſneſs, and 
as ſuch, was delivered by God upon Mount 
Sinai in Ten Commandments. Now, this" 
nings, tho' not as a Covenant of Works, but ©* 


as à perfect Rule of Righteouſneſs. And g. 6.8 50 


e ſen 


their Duty, but alſo the binding them to walk ac- 

xrfe& Obedience, if the Will of God be per- 
Ea, and this Law a perfect Rule, with a [4691 
binding Power. And (2.) There are aſcribed * 
unto it, Threatnitigs, which ſerve to ſhew what| 
Threatning of Death, if their Sins deſerve 
Death, although they be freed from the Curſe © 
Pro- Fe 
miles, f 


<C po 9 
aide 2 which ſew et Gif [ Aeprobation of Q= 
ribe K lience, and what Bleſſings they may expet, upon 
0 Bel ee thereof, although not as due ta 
Co- #7 the Law, as a Covenant 9 Mirb. 
* "7. think ye will not reſtrict t SIE Pickin 
5, 97 Pto the Lite that now js, excl of e 
aith $ ufc that 1 18 tO come; mh Of the 50 om iſe 5 
ned allo encourageth to do good, 5 tlie 
Threatying of Death deterrethy from 19 * 2: 
For theſe are Uſes of the Law, as to 
is Ahreatnings and Promiſes, as in the Wor — 
Which follow in our Confeſſion, So as a Man's 8 


_y (doing good, and refrajning fro EY, ber 
6. 63 the Law encourageth to che 958 A 


1 3 from the other, Cc. is no Kut. 

s of ' dence of his being 1 under the Lay, and nor 

And under Grace.“ 

of 3: In the aboye- cited Paſſage of your Re- 
| eſentation, ye ſay further, That the Fought to 


not] 
lievers, is really diveſted of itt P omiſe of Life, 
44-4 d Threatning of Death, (which 4 ſuperadded £0 


ets Commands, made it a Covenant 492103 ) 

By Ind that, as ſuch, (that is, the F 4 veſted 

ich a Promiſe of Life, and Threatni 
0 


a 
ed® heath) hath. 720 commuanging Power over 


fro, Ls | 


z. . But I cannot prevai 1 55 we 

5 2 ve, that ever it Was: e Mind and 1 

ve the I Weſpminſter 2 195 the 

le | Holy, juſt and good a of FG f it's 
be romiſe of Lite, Thr n 

o- — Power. 755 

5 5 
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| miſes, they attribute a commanding Po ffn 


Moral Law doth, for ever, bind all, as wi 


Lis ſtrengthen this Obligation.” Now if tf 
Law bind juſtified Perſons, and bind them fi 


Creator, without any diſſolving of this Obly 
gation ; I think it will not be doubted, tha 


; Believers. | 


| and Catechiſms, and that ye teach nothin 


"7 


8 5 20 2 

in the above- cited Paſſages of our Confemd 5 
and Catechiſms, they conſider the Law, n ert 
as a Covenant of Works, but as a Rule Ene 
Righteouſneſs, or, as a Rule of Life and Ob \ 
ee to Believers, they attribute unto it, 


on 


ſuch, both Threatnings and Promiſes, ah f oF i 


raging them to Good, and for deterring then 1 
feom Evil. And to the Law, as a Rule 5 
Life, thus veſted with Threatnings and Pr 


18 
0 


over Believers, Confelſ. Chap. xix. f. 5. I 


„ Juſtified Perſons, as others, to the Obedi 
ence thereof, and that not only in regard gg! 
” the Matter contained in it, but alſo FW 
” reſpe& of the Authority of God the Creſ 
„ tor, who gave it: Neither doth Chriſt 10 
the Goſpel any way diſſolve, but mug 


ever, and that from the Authority of God th 


e Po 


1 
Nov it will be requiſite that ye explal 40 


as ſuch, it hath a commanding. Power oviy 


your ſelves upon theſe Points, ſo as it m t tha 
appear that your Sentiments agree with iſ; 


true and genuine Meaning of our Confeſſiq n. 


diſſonan 


2 - ry 5 | 
_— Wonant 3 Ou Propoſition un- 
feſligtranted or miſunderſtood, when taken in- 
„ n ertently into an Argument, may lead Men, 
ule heir Reaſoning, into a wrong Concluſion; 

| ObW4 when that miſtaken Notion is carried a- 
g into further Reaſonings, they are there- 


« $4 
12 
4 
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$ it; | 
„ ai drawen into further Miſtakes. Truth is a 
-ncolgioht Line, and when a Man ſteps aſide 

om it on either Hand, the further he pur- 
ge his Courſe, he is at the greater Diſtance 

a the ſtraight Line he at firſt left. Pleaſe 
Pow to review, if this hath not been the 
We, with reſpe&t unto the Paflage of your 
Preſentation. Ye make one Suppoſition that 
Food and ſolid, That Believers are not under 


110 yp ified or condemned; and thence ye juſtly in- 
Crey That, as ſuch, it hath not a commanding 


Ver over them. But ye thence infer further, 
Hat the Law, as to Believers, is diveſted of its 
mi ſe of Life, and Threatning of Death. Now 
s doth not follow, unleſs ye ſuppoſe alſo, 
Hat a Promiſe of Life and Threatning of 
Kath, added to the Commands of the Law, 
make it a Covenant of Works. This is 
i Poſition ye have aſſumed, and put into a. 
Frentheſis, without duly adverting unto it: 
r if there be other Things required to make 
I chat Covenant-Form of it, then your Rea- 
ing is weakned : And I truſt you will 


ian, wich our Conſion and Carechilms, 
hin * © B 2 : that” 


[- ä — ON 
that the Law, as 5 perfect Rule of Right 
 ouſneſs, did command perfect Obedience; bi 
as 4 Covenant of Works, it required this pe 
fe& Obedience, as the Condition of Li 
Confeſſ. Chap. 7. F. 2. Larg. Catech. Qu. 2 
Shorter Catechiſm; Qu. 12. By this Covenanl 
Man was to have Life adjudged to him, upd 
Account of his own perfect perſonal Obedik 
_ Ence, and thereupon he might have claime 
the promiſed Reward, as due to him. B 
that Covenant-Form being done away, Guy 
now juſtifies Believers, not for any Thing da 
by them, but for Chriſt's Sake alone; not by in 
puting the Af of believing, or any other Evang 
ical Obediente to them, as their Rightebuſneſi 
But, by imputiug the Obedience and Satisfaction 
Chriſt unto them, Confeſſ. Chap. 11. F. 1. 
Ain, in the Law, as a Covenant of Work 
life was promiſed upon Man's fulfilling thi 
Obedience required, Confeſſ. Chap. 19. 9. 
atid ſo the Reward would not have been re“ 
koned of Grace, but of Debt, Rom. iv. fer 
But unto the Law, as a perpetual Rule 
Obedience, taken into the Diſpenſation 
the New Covenant, God has ſeen meet, d 
his own free Grace, to annex the Promiſe Q W. 
Life, and other Bleſſings, to be beſtowed d it 
Believers | ſincerely obeying, freely and fc tha 
Chriſt's Sake ; and fo the Ræard is of Gra th; 
and not of Debt. Aid as dür Coufeſſton faiti R 
Chap. 19. $. 6. > Te Promiſes of the — _ 
1 _ ſhes 


} 
/ 


” WAS ©. - RE 
y ſhew Believers God's Approbation of Obe- 
dience, and what Bleſſings they may expect 
upon the Performance thereof, although not 
as due to them by the Law, as a Covenant 
i of Works.” Yet the Law, by its Promi- 
es, encourageth them unto the doing Good. 
A nd as to the Thteatning of Death, it is in- 
PEeparable from the Law, as it is the Rule of 


AY 
845] 
4 


Wat 


Righteouſncls, preſeribed to the reaſonable 
"Creature, by the ſovereign Authority of God 
he Creator: And when the Law was taken 
Into the Covenant of Works, it's Threatning 
pk Death was of Neceſſity taken in with it: 
nd ſo in the Law, as a 4 of Works, 
perfect perſonal Obedience was required, as 
the Condition of the promiſed Life, upon Pain 
ion pf Death in caſe of Failure, Confeſſ. Chap. 19. 
F. 1. compared with Larg, Cat. Qu. 93. When 
therefore this Covenam- Form is taken away, 
the Law, as a Rule of Life, retains ſtill its 
FT hreatning of Death; and every Sin being 
n reFontrary unto the righteons Law of God, de- 
1V. fſerves his Wrath and Curſe, See Conf. Chap. 
me (F. g. 6. Larg. Car. Qu. 152. Short. Cat. Qu. 
on 84. We may indeed conceive this Difference 


t, Mpetwixt the Diſpenſation of the Covenant of 
ſe J Works, and that of the Covenant of Grace, 
d © with reſpect unto the F hreatning of Death 3 
1 f that, in the Covenant of Works, Death was 
oo threatned againſt every Sin, without Hope of 
Lal Relief from chat Covenant : Bur in the Co- 


venant of Grace, there is a Relief provided 
unto Believers, againſt the Curſe threatned in ! 
the Law, and which even their Sins do deſerve. 
See Confeſ]. Chap. 19. f. 6. The Law is like- v 
viſe of Uſe to the Regenerate, in that it” « 
* forbids Sin, and the Threatnings of it ſerve” | 
to ſhew what even their Sins deſerve,—- al- 
though freed from the Curſe thereof threat- : 
” ned in the Law, And, Chap. 20. f. 1. 
" The Liberty which Chriſt hath purchaſed J 
for Believers under the Goſpel, conſiſts in 
their Freedom from the Guilt of Sin, the 
condemning Wrath of God, the Curſe of 


«ac atoral Law. - = 
Ith h, for the Sake of 


e:ctore humbly beſee of 
Truth, that ye may be pleaſed plainly to de- 
_ Clare your Agreement with our Confeſſion and 
Catechiſms in theſe Points: And I perſwade 
my ſelf, that, upon ſerious Reflection, ye will 
be ſatisfied in your own Minds, that there is 
à Difference between the Law's gommanding 

erfect Obedience, which it doth. as a perfect 
Rule of Righteouſneſs, and its requiring this nc 
Obedience, as the Condition of Life, which of 
belongs tp it as a Covenant of Works: That ar 
tho, by the Coyenant of Works, no leſs than ar 
erfet Obedience could be accepred ; yer the, te 
Law, as a landing Rule, now diveſt of that || t 
Covenarnt- Form, doth not command imperfe&. n- 


* 4 . « 


Obedience ; but char the Law, as a Rule of } C 
Life to Belicvers, doth ſtill command perfect 


— 


- - 


Dbedicnce, tho' Ca doch, through Chriſt, 
in Accept and reward their imperfect, but ſincere, 
Pbedience, Confeſ/. Chap. 16. F. 4. They 
F who, in their Obedience, attain to the 
at it” greateſt Height which is poſſible in this 
ſerve ' Life, are ſo far from being able to ſuper- 

l- erogate, and to do more than God requires, 
as that they fall ſhort of much, which in 

r, Duty they are bound todo.” F. 6. Yer 

' notwithſtanding, the Perſons of Believers 
is in being accepted through Chriſt, their good 
e Works alſo are accepted in him, not as 
though they were in this Life wholly un- 
blameable and unreprovable in God's Sight, 

but that he, looking upon them in his Son, 
is pleaſed to accept and reward that which 

js ſincere, although accompanied with ma- 
ny Weakneſſes and Imperfections. Ye 
will likewiſe perceive, that tho' no Man, 
is ſince the Fall, can claim Life in the Terms 
of the Covenant of Works, as having perfect- 
ect ly fulfilled the Condition thereof; yet it doth 
his not therefore follqw, that the Law, as a Rule 
ich of Life, is diveſted of its Promiſes of Lite 
iat and other Bleſſings, which God is pleaſed to 
an annex unto it, for encouraging Believers un- 
he to Obedience, that, having their Fruit un- 
lat to Holineſs, they may have the End, eter- 
val Life. See Confeſſ. Chap. 19. f. 6. and 
oo of £99; 16:5 4. And me net 


will be alſo arise of the Difference there 

is between the Law's being diveſted of its 
Threatning of Death, as to Believers, and 
Believers being freed from the Curſe threat- 
ned in the Law; and that God's pardoning! 
the Believer's Sins, upon Account of Chriſt's" 


Satisfaction, doth not make void the Law, 


ſhould they need to be expiated by the Blood 


Catech. Qu. 152. 
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SECTION. III. 
Of the Di findtion of the Law, as it is the bs 
Chriſt. 


J Have inſiſted largely upon the firſt Head, 
and if therein I gain my Intent, which 
Is your Concord with our Confeſſion and Ca- 
techiſms, in ſtating aright the true Notion of | 
| the Covenant of Works, I hope, I ſhall be 

=_— 2” eo; 


or ſtrip it of its penal Sanction; elſe Believ- 
ers Sins ſhould not deſerve Death from the 
Law, and as Tranſgreſſions of it; neither |, 


of Chriſt. See Conf. Chaps 19. f. 6. and Lag. 


Law of Works, and as it is the Law of 


there 
f its 
and 
reat- 
ning 
aw, 
liev- 
the 
lood 
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excuſed : Seeing ſome of the following Ar- 
ticles depend thereon. And your Agreement 
in theſe, with the received Doctrine of this 
Church, ſhall the more readily appear, if 
ye agree with it in the former Head. 

In your ſecond Head ye ſay, P. 6, 7. Of 
© the ſame diſmal Tendency, we apprehend 
© to be, the declaring of that Diſtin&ion of 
cc the Law, as it is the Law of Works, and 
cc as it is the Law of Chrift, as the Author 
« applies it, Pages 198, 199, to be altoge- 
* ther groundleſs. We find the Author 
“ doth there apply this Diſtinction, ſo as to 
c ſhew,that Believers are not under the Law, 
&© as it is the Law of Works, tho' under the 


_ . 


on = 


© Law, as it is the Law of Chriſt. And 


ce he tells us in expreſs Words, P. 6. That 


3 * the Law of Works, is as much as to ſay 
Z © the Covenant of Works. To what Pur- 
© poſe then, can this Diſtinction, thus applied, 


* 


x 


be rejected, and declared altogether ground 
ce leſs, but to ſtake down Believers under the 


© Covenant of Works, as in the former Head, 


© contrary to the great Deſign of the Go» 


© ſpel Contrivance, and to direct them to an 


* Obedience upon which they may boaſt, 
* ſince, by the Law of Works, boaſting is 


“ nor excluded? 


hard, leſt raking into them tend more to. 
ſour than heal rankled Minds. Ye here re- 


E + 
Ast the Judgment of the Venerable Ac. 
ſembly in your Way; and then draw from it 
dreadful Conſequences, which will be found 
groundleſs, when the Matter is more fully 
and cooly conſidered. The General Aſſem- 


bly's own Words are, 


“ The fix following Antinomian Paradoxes 1 


c are ſenſed and defended, by applying to 


and Law of Chriſt. Pag. 198, and 199. 


mn. 


« 1%, A Believer is not under the Law, _ 


er but is altogether delivered from it. 2do, 


« A Believer doth not commit Sin. -3zio, The 
Lord can ſee no Sin in a Believer. 4to, 
< The Lord is not angry with a Believer for 


& his Sins. 5t0, The Lord doth not chaſtiſe 


© a Believer for his Sins. 60, A Believer {| 
© hath no Cauſe, neither to confeſs his Sins, 


© nor to crave Pardon at the Hand of God 


I © for them, neither to faſt, nor mourn, nor 


« humble himſclf before the Lord for them. 
And further they declare;”* That the Di- 
e ſtinEtion of the Law, as it is the Law of 
& Works, and as it is the Law of Chriſt, 
<& 25 the Author applies it, in order to ſenſe, 
& and defend the ſix Autinemian Paradoxes 
4 above written, is altogether groundleſs. 
Here the Aſſembly does not reject that Di- 


9 ſtinction as altogether groundleſs, ſimply and 
abſolutely ; (for it: may be underſtood, and 


2 coral and applied in ſome Caſes in 3, 


— 


them that Diſtinction of the Law of. Works, 


62 


20 -}: | ol 
ſound Senſe) but as the Author applies it, 
in order to ſenſe, and defend the fix Antino- 
ly J mian Paradores above-written : Theſe Words 
ye have omitted, tho they contain the Rea- 
Jon, why that Diſtinction is judged ground- 
Þ} leſs, as the Author applies it. For Error can 
never be built upon a ſolid Ground, nor can 
there be ſuch a Concord betwixt Truth and 
Error, as that Truth ſhould lend its Support 
to defend Error. And every Diſtinction, in 
- # ſo far as it ſupports and defends Error, is 
JF groundleſs ; wherefore, that Diſtinction of 
the Law, as it is applied to defend theſe fix 
3 Antinomian Errors muſt be groundleſs. Now 
f ye believe theſe ſix Poſitions to be etrone- 
cus, (as I ſhall ſuppoſe ye do, ſeeing Repre- 
ent. P. 7. ye call them Antinomian) ye ate at 
an Accord with the Aſſembly. For it were 
inconſiſtent, if ye ſhould hold theſe ſix Poſiti- 
ons to be Antinomian Errors, and yet main- 
td rain that Diſtin&ion of the Law, as it is ap- 
plwied in Defence of theſe Errors, to be good 
and well graund add. 5: dal 
Wen ye undertook to juſtify that Diſtincti- 
bon in Defence of the Marrow, it might have 
been expected, that ye ſhould have given 
ſome Account of the Senſe and Meaning of 
both the Branches of it, what we are to un- 
derſtand by the Law of Chriſt, and what, by 
the Law of Works, and how they differ the 
one from the other? But here ye give no Ac- 
. e | | Count 
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count at all ofthe Law, as it is the Lawof Chriſt; ve 
if it be binding by the Authority of God the fire 
Creator ? If it hath a Promiſe of Life, and po 
Threatning of Death annexed to it? If it be Nude 
delivered to true Believers only? And if it con- Nen: 
tains the Commands to Believe and Repent ? Þ 
And, as to the Law, as it is the Law of Works, # 
all the Account ye give of it is from Marrow, Ar 
P. 6. That the Law of Works is as much 2 to ſay, N | 
the Covenant of Works. Now, what are we to . 
underſtand by the Covenant of Works? What 
are its Ingredients, whereby it is diſtinguiſh- $ 
ed from the Law of Chriſt? For the Mar- 
row P. 7. ſaith, Aud indeed the Law of Works, 
frenifies the Moral Lau: And the Moral Law, 
ſtritHy and properly taken, ſignifies the Covenant 
of Works. Is then the Moral Law, ſtrictl7 
and properly taken, no Part of the Law of 
Chriſt? And if it be diſtin& from the Law ' 
of Chriſt, then, Imo, Is a Believer no Way 
under, but altogether delivered from the 
Moral Law ſtrictly and properly taken? 2 do, 
Doth a Believer commit no Sin againſt the 
Moral Law? 3#i0, Can the Lord fee no Sin 
againſt the Moral Law in a Believer? And 
ſo forth of the reſt of the Autinomian Poſitions, %« 
Before I go in to that Diſtinction, as the 
Author applies it, I think it reaſonable, that 
I firſt be fatisfied about his true Notion xf J« 


8 
= 


the Law of Works, and Law of Chris, (4 
Ye I” 


Ty Ye add Repreſent. P. 7. It were much to be 
the fired, that another Method had been taken to 


, = Hoſe theſe Antinomian Paradoxes, — than by 
t DE ndemning the Diſtinction of the Law above- 


con entioned, as applied by the Author. Reverend 
oe ? Pentlemen, I heartily wiſh ye had expoſed 
O, theſe fix Antinomian Errors. And ſeeing the 
TOW, Author does defend them under that Di- 
ſay, inction, I wiſh ye had exhibited that other 
to Method of refuting them, without 3 


— Pat that Diſtin&ion of the Law is ground- 
In- ſs in the Senſe he puts upon it, and as he 


ar- pplies it in Defence of them. And I wiſh ye 
rks, Fay yet do it, for it will very muclf contri- 
2 hute to your Vindication. _ 

aut However, the Queſtion upon this your ſe- 
Uy Fond Head, is about that Diſtinction of the 
of Faw; and the Determination of the Queſti- 
2W Ton depends upon the right Explication of the 


2y erms of it. And if ye had plainly declared, 
ne Awhat ye mean by the Law of Chriſt, and given 


40, 2 Senſe of it agreeable to the Doctrine of our 


he Tonfeſſion and Catechiſms, the Difference 
in might be eafily adjuſted. Ye ſay indeed, Re- 


ad. preſent. P. 7. ad fin. and P. 8. Which Exemption 
. 4 [of Believers from the Covenant of Works]! 
1 ger carrieth no Prejudice unto the indiſpenſible 
* Obligation of the Creature to the ſtricteſt 
* B flowing from the unalterable 
* Authority of the Law-giver, and the Na- 
F< ture of the Precepts themſelves.” This 

. | Paſſage 
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Fallage is 3 obſcure, becauſe i it doti 
not mention what Law this is, unto which 
ye aſcribe the indiſpenſible Obligation: : Yet] 
If rightly explained, it may open a Way to 4 
good Underſtanding upon this Head. And 
in order thereunto, ye will not decline to de 
clare, that ye here mean the. Moral Law) 
ſtrictiy and properly taken, without that Co- 
venant- Form, which is done away in Chriſt H 
which Law was written in Man's Heart in ® 
his Creation, and afterwards delivered from 4 
Mount Sinai in Ten Commandments, to bei 
a perfect Rule of Righteouſneſs ; Thar i its 
indiſpeyf ble Obligation flows from the un- 7 
alterable Authority of God the Creator, and 
is not any Way dilolved, but much ſtrength- 
ned by Chriſt in the Goſpel; That its Pre. 1 
cepts oblige Believers unto the ſtricteſt Obe- 
dience; That its Threatning of Death ſerves 
ro deter them from Sin; and that the Pro- 
miſes annexed to it, are of Uſe to encourage 
them to Obedience. This Account of the 1 
Moral Law, as diſtinguiſhed from a Cove- the 
_ of Works, is agreeable to our Confeſſi- 4 
on : And if ye pleaſe to call it the Law of 1 
Chrilt, J preſume the Aſſembly ſhall not re- f 
fuſe to admit, in this Senſe, that Diſtinction re 
of the Law, as it is the Law of Works, and | he 
as it is the Law of Chriſt : Tho” they juſtly | be 


judge it groundleſs, in the Senſe of the Au- In 
thor of the Marrow, as he apes it to * 50 
| dhe 
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t dotil ze fix Antinomian Errors. And upon \ Re 
vhicil xion, ye will be ſatisfied, that the reſetting; 
Fog it in this Reſpe&, while it is owned in the 
enſe of our Confeſſion, ſhall be of no diſ- 
And al Tendency to ftake down Believers under 
to dee Covenant of Works, or to bury any Truths. 
Law Ind this may be evinced, by conſidering - 
t Co-theſe Truths particularly, which ye appre- 
rift ;h nd, may be buried in the Ruins of the 
rt in Tove · mentioned Diſtintion, 
from The firſt ye name is, That the Guilt of Be- 
0 bel vers Sins is not ſuch, as the Guilt of their Sins 
t its Ho are under the Covenant of Works. Here 
Fc do not ſhew where the Difference lies, if 


un 
andi be in the Nature of the Guilt, or in the 
gth- 4 Tonſequences which are different: And 
Pre- herefore, this Propoſition needs an Explica- 
be- ion. For, as it ſtands, an Antinomian may 
rves ſubſeribe to it. He will own, that the Guilt. 
ro- pf Believers Sins is not ſuch, as is the Guilt 
age pf the Sins of others, in Reſpect (1.) Of the 
the Nature of their Sins; for the they be under 


me q the Law, as it is the Law of Chriſt, or a Rule 

If Life; yet they are not under the Law, as 
er i commands perfect Obedience, and hath a 
re- penal Sanction: And therefore, their Tranſ- 
ian Freffons of the Rule are not properly Sins, 
nd There being no Violation of the commanding 
Hy Fewer and Authority of God the Law-giver 
u- in them. (2.) In Reſpect ot their Guilt ; 
nd . they not being under a Law that hath a 
he C 5  Threatning 


6 


Threatning of Death annexed to it, their F 


Sins have no proper Guilt, or deſerve not 
Death from the Penal Sanction of the Law, 1 


ſeeing the Law, as to them, is diveſted of its Nh 


5 Threatning of Death. And, (3.) In Reſpect 


of the Expiation of their Sins ; For ſeeing Þ 
their Sins do not deſerve the Curſe from the 
Threatning of the Law, they need not to be n 
expiated by the Blood of Chriſt ; for Chriſt Þ 


was made a Curſe, only for theſe Sins that 
deſerve the Curſe of the Law. And in theſe} 


Reſpects, he'll maintain, that the Guilt of 
Believers Sins is not ſuch, as that of theirs, 


who are under the Covenant of Works. Now] Bu 


ye will diſclaim this Senſe of the Propoſition, 


- 


a) 


cc and mortified, yet both it ſelf, and all the 


„ Motions thereof, are truly and properly 4 
« Sin. Every Sin, 'both Original and Actual, 
being a Tranſ greſſion of the righteous Law che 


£ 


La) 


une 
with Deteſtation, ſeeing it is directly contrary 
to our Confeſſion and Catechiſms. For, ſaith 
our Confeſ]. Chap. 6. & 5, 6. This Corrup- | 
ce tion of Nature, during this Life, doth re- 
« main in thoſe that are regenerated. And 
although ir be, through Chriſt, pardoned * 1 


cc of God, and contrary thereunto, doth, in Fit. 
* its own Nature, bring Guilt upon the Sin- Bt. 
& ner, whereby he is bound over to the Ge 


0 


A 


Wrath of God, and Curſe of the Law, Cc.“ 
And Larg. Catech. Q. 15. Every Sin, even 


the leaſt, — being againſt God: s righteous Law! 
| Ts | 


gre 
ſet 
Bl 


Ec of „ as 
heir eſerverßh his Wrath and Curſe, And tanme 
pot e expinted, but by ih Blood of Chrift. | Yell 
Law, Wherefore acknowledge, that ye rſtand 
of its his Propdfition, with Reſpect unto the Con- 
ſpect ſequences of the Guilt of Sin; That Belierers 
eing having fled k Chriſt for their Refuge, and 
the having the Satisfaction he has made to Juſtice, 
o be nd the Expiation he has made of Sin, im- 
hriſt Sored to them in their Juſtification, tlie Guilt 
that pf their Sins is on that Account pardoned, 
theſe Wt is not imputed to them ũnto their Condem- 
it of ation, arid they are not under the Curſe 
cirs, T hreatned againſt their Sins in the Law. 
Now But fuch is not the Guilt of others, who ate 
tion, under the Covenant of Works. Now, in this 
rary Senſe, it is a Goſpel Truth, agreeable to our 
aith Confeſſion, Chap. 11. 1, 3. and Chap, 20. f r. 
rup- The ſecond is, That God doth not look upon 
1 re- the Sins of Believers after their Union with 
And Chriſt, as Breaches of the Covenant of | Works.” 
ned This is not to be underftood ſo, as if all the 
the Zins of Unbelievers were Breaches of the 
erly Covenant of Works; For Faith and Repert- 
-ual, France not being commanded in that Covenant, 
Law the oppolite Sins are not properly Breaches of 
, in Fit. And tho' the Sins of Behevers be not 
Sin- Bteaches of the Covenant of Works, yet 
the God looketh upon them as truly Sins, Tranſ- 
7c." greſſions of his righteous Law, which de- 
-ven{ ſetve Death, and need to be expiated by the 
au, Blood of Chriſt, and, (on Account thereof) 


very C2 pardoned” 


* 
1 


| 3}. EEE, 
4 {ik 


\ 


' pardoned of free Grace. And with theſe 


the Law (or Covenant) of Works. No doubt, 
they ought to eye God as in Chriſt reconci- 


Diſpenſation. 
of the Law, as applied by the Author of the Mar- 4 
in the'Senſe of our Confeſſion and Catechiſms, 
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Limitations, I hope the Truth of this Pro- n 
. poſition ſhall not be queſtioned. Fo! 
The third is, That when, in his Anger again om 
them for their Sins, he ſmites them, yet he doth fs 
not proceed againſt them in the Way of that Co- Pee 


2 
4 
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in 
72 
on 
* 
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Vvenant. The Truth of this, I think, will ne 


not be called into Queſtion ; ſeeing God deal: Kc 
with Believers in Chriſt, according to the Piſ 


Covenant of Grace, wherein it is promiſed, $9! 


that through his Name, whoſoever believeth ir 
dreſſes for Pardon, Fuſtings, Mournings and 
Humiliations, they ought to eye him as their 


in him, ſhall receive Remiſſion of Sins, 
The fourth is, That in their Confeſſions, Ad-. 5 
Futher in Jeſus Chriſt, and not as their wrath-\& 
ful Fudge, proceeding againſt them according to 


ling the World to himſelf, not imputing their } 
Treſpaſſes unto them, and as maniteſting the IF 
Riches of his glorious Grace in the Goſpel - 


All theſe Truths, ye ſay, ſeem to be buried 


zn the Ruins of the above-mentioned Diſtinction 


cz ... . own © 


row. Bear with me, if I cannot ſee any ſo- 
lid Ground for this Inference. For while, 


"a X X © A 


ard... Sn ©. 


it is owned, that Believers are not under the 4 
Law, as a Covenant of Works, but under it 
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g a perfect Rule of Richte ouſneſs; not one 
these k chlle Truths 1s buried. But that Diſtin&i- | 
Pro- In of the Law, as it is applied by the Au- 
Mor of the Marrow, to defend the ſix Anti- 
gan omian Errors, muſt be groundleſs; for, un- 

dot / ſs it be taken in an unſound Senſe, with 
+ Co. Peceit in it, it could never be applied in De- 
ence of theſe Errors. Now, if ye ſhall re- 


will! 

deal dt theſe Antinomian Errors, and own the 
o the Piſtinction of the Law, according to our 
iſed, Fonfeſſion and Catechiſms, this Pom is 


verb air ly adjuli lted, 


232233³ĩ³e 


their 


"SECTION IV. 


ng to. 
ubt, 4 
of Hol ineſs neceſſ ary unto Salvation. 


nei- 
their f 5 
the HTN your third Head ye ſay, Refreſei: p. 8, 9. 
iel « Ir isaſtoniſhing to us to find, that Part 3 

F af the Marrow, which lies from Page 150, 
tried F to 153, condemned in cumulo, as contrary 
gion to the Scriptures, and our Confeſſion of 
Aar- # Faith ; while, we muſt frankly own, if 
ſo- we underſtand the Goſpel, the forecited 
hile, Pages contain a Bundle of ſweet and plea- 
ſms, , ſant Goſpel Truths; which, inſtead of 
the t flackning Peoples Diligence in the ſtudy 
r it S 1 


. 
x 
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as x 
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Thought. When ye calmly reconſider the 


Act, do judge this to be an Error, viz.” 


(' 38. ) 
te of Holineſs, as is edged in the As, do 


** diſcover the Spring of Evangelical Obe 4 he 
dience to the Holy Law, as a Rule. Par- ti 
« the Bel, in the Aſſembly's Act, we find Þ j; 
I - the Believer's Plea in the Caſe of Juſtifica- ; 
tion, in Anſwer to the Demand of the Law, l 
ur off and condemned, viz. 1 am alrcad) * \ 


Tour Surprise on the former Heads doth Ca 
here ariſe unto an Aſtoniſhment. Frag & 
ſet aloft darken the Judgment ; "whereas, a o 
ſedate Temper helps to Diſtinaneſs: of] Ini. 


2 
Paſſage of the Act ye point at; I hope ye 5 


mall find no ſufficient Cauſe for ſuch Pertur- | or: 
bation of Mind. © 


their E 


hat , for 


Holineſs is not neceſſary to Salvation. And th 


The Aſſembly, in the third Artigle of | 


to evince it to be the Opinion of the Mar- the 
rou, they cite for Connexion, from p. 150, 2 


to p. 153. And then they recite the Words 


they ſpecially point at, to wit, © And if the + . 


© Law fay, Good Works muſt be done, and 
« the Commandment muſt be kept, N thou 


c wilt obtain Salvation; then anſwer you, 7. 
c. and ſay, I am already ſaved before thou 
* cameſt; therefore Lhave no Need of thy 
Preſence 3. Chriſt is my Righrcouſneſs,| 
e my Freaſure, and my Work. I confeſs, 
£0 Law. that I am neithor godly | nor 


5 
ſi 
N. 


is 


2 Tightcous A „ 


righteous; but yet this I am ſure of, that 


do he is godly and righteous for me. And 


Obe- j e Aſſembly give their Judgment, That 
Far- ¶ this Doctrine tends to flacken Peoples Di- 


find ligence in the Study of. Holineſs; and that 
fica- F it is contrary to the Paſſages of Holy Scri- 
L2W, pture, and of our Confeſſion and Catechiſm, 
ready # which they cite. 5 xz 
New, if ye adhere to our Confeffion and 
doth Tacechiſms, your Concord with the Aſſem- 
Hons Sly in this Head of Doctrine, is not far off. 
is, a Por, (1.) Yell own with the Aſſembly, that 
of his is an Error, viz. That Holineſs is not ne- 
| the eſſary to Salvation; for ye call it a monſtrous 
e ye Opinion. Repreſent. p. 4. (2.) It is readily 
tur- granted to you, That the broken Covenant 
df Works hath -a twofold Demand upon all 
heir Mankind, the one of Satisfaction to Juſtice 
hat for Sin, the other of perfect Obedience, as 
And ſthe Condition of Life. In Anſwer to which, 
ar- there is no Plea, but the compleat Satis- 
50, ¶taction, and perfect Obedience of Jeſus Chriſt 
rds our Surety. See Confefſ. Chap. 19. F 1. com- 
the pared with Chap. 11. & 1, 3. And Larg. Catech. 
and Q. 70. © Juſtification is an Act of God's 


4 
"x, 


* "3p 


hou * free Grace unto Sinners, in which he par- 
ou, „ doneth all their Sins, accepterh and ac- 
10u,# © counteth their Perſons righteous in his 
thy x © Sight; —only for the perfect Obedience 
eſs, © and full Satisfaction of Chriſt.” (3.) Be- 
eſs, ſides theſe Demands of the Law, as a Cove- 
nor nant of Works; there is alſo a Demand of 

us, ; Ga - the 


b 
1 
\ 
N 
«Fa 
Ei 


CV 
the Law, as it is a Rule of Righteouſneſs uni A 
Believers, whereby they are bound unto Obe 
dience, and required to do good Works, and ir 
to keep the Commandments of God, Confeſi¶ ſie 
Chop. 19. 9 6. —“ as a Rule of Life, infor hv 
ming them of the Will of God, and theil Wy tc 
« Duty, it directs and binds them to wallWuc 
* accordingly.” Larg. Catech. Q. 97. «Ir i ig ed 
* of ſpecial Uſe, — to provoke them to a 
* more Thankfulneſs, and to expreſs the 
ce ſame in their greater Care to conform them. 
te ſelves thereunto, as the Rule of their Obe- 
be dience.” And, (4.) Ye will grant, that 
holy Obedience, and good Works, which 
the — demands of Believers, are neceſſary ten 
unto their obtaining Salvation: For our Con- Tab 
feſſion, Chap. 13. $ 1. ſaith, © That they are 8 
* more and more quickned and ſtrengrhned in 
e all ſaving Graces, to the Practice of true 
Holineſs, without which no Man ſhall ſee 
* the Lord. And Chap. 16. H 2. These ic 
e good Works, done in Obedience to God's 
A Commandments, are the Fruits and- Evi. 
& dences of a true and lively Faith: — that 
“ haying their Fruit unto Holineſs, cbey 
* may have the End, Eternal Lite. 

Upon this Head therefore, yeare accorded 
with the Aſſembly in Point of Dottrine. The 
remaining Difference is about the 8 

of the Marrow, which is a Matter of Fact; 
and the Aſſembly 's Judgment pf 1 it affords a 
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5 untiiſt Ground, either for your great Aſtoniſn- 
Obe ent, or for the heavier Inferences where- 
s, anWich ye are pleaſed to load them. The 


confeſſMfcmbly chargeth the Author of the Mar- 
infor hu with holding, That Holineſs is not neceſſa- 


theiiſh to Salvation. For Proof thereof, they ad- 
\ wallMWuce his Words, which they thought 1mpor- 
It id ſo much; and ye think they do not; but 
m to in the contrary, that they contain ſome ſweet 
s the Goſpel Truths. Was your different Senti- 
them · ent about the Meaning of the Marrow, a 
Fafficient Ground for your raiſing ſo much 


t Noiſe and Clamour? 


. 


ſee Embraces of an Error, which with Deteſta- 
heſe tion ye have diſclaimed, For if the Words of 
:0d's he Marrow, which ye eſpouſe, ſhall be found 
Evi- 0 import the Error charged upon them by 
that the Aſſembly; as ye wrong the Aſſembly, ſo 
they Fe may be enſnared to adopt the Error. 
To ſer what I aim at in a more clear 
ded Light, I ſhall recite what ye ſay, Repre ſent. 
Che , 9. © Particularly in the Aſſembly's Act, we 
ing “ find the Believers Plea in the Caſe of Juſti- 
& ; F< fication, in Anſwer to the Demands of. 
no ME the Law, cut off and condemned, viz _ 
—_— —=— 


42 
Jam 4 Lined before thou camels; ; therdl 
fore I have no need of thy Preſence. (Here thi 
Book adds what the Aſſembly's Act omits 
namely) For in Chriſt I have all Things at once 
neither need I an) Thing more that is neceſſar] 
unto Salvation. Then proceeds, Chriſt is m 
Righteouſueſs, my Treaſure, and my Work. I cont 
feſs, O Law, that I am neither Godly nor righ® 
teous; but yet this I am ſure of, that he is God Y 
ty aud righteous for me. 
I ſhall offer to you ſome few obvious Re 
flections upon this Paſſage. And - | 
1. Te find here, Chart firmly believe ch þ- 
Aſſembly never thought of, and what nd 
Man will find, who duly conſiders that Ari 95. 
ticle of their Act; ye find (I ſay) that the at! 
Aſſembly has cut off and condemned the Be. 2 pſt 
liever's Plea in the Caſe of Juſtification, in Ber 
anſwer to the Demands of the Law. The“ 
Aſſembly is not here ſpeaking of the Caſe off il 
Juſtification, but of the Neceſſity of Sancti. list 
fHication and good Works; and the firſt Part Nor 
of the Paſſage they adduce Points this way 
your omitting of it, and letting it flip out $ 
of your View, may have occaſioned this your Pa- 
Miſtake. The Part of the Paſſage which ye Ine 
have omitted, ſtands thus: Marrow, P. 153 Ene 
« And if it [the Law] yet reply and ſay, ene 
& J, but good Works muſt be done, and the“! 
e Commandments muſt be kept, if thou wil 
obtain Salvation; then anſwer thou, and 
"SE "” 7 


** 


5 BALE Cm 
Way. And then follow the Words which 
„have recited. In the preceeding Pag. 15 , 
„. he had mentioned the two Demands — N 
Law, that of perfect Obedience, and 
at of Satisfaction to Juſtice, with reſpect to 
> Caſe of Juſtification. And theſe I ac- 
Bowledge, do belong to the Law as a bro- 
Wn Covenant of Works. But in the Words 
vou omitted, there is a third Demand of 
8 Re. Mc Law, which belongs to it, as it is a per- 
Rule of Life to Believers, with reſpe& to 
« the! e Caſe of danctification. And thus the 
it nd haw, by this Demand upon Believers, ſays, 
t Ar, but (notwithſtanding your pleading the 
t tha atisfaction and Obedience of Chriſt for your 
e Be. Iſtification, in Anſwer to the two former 
n, in Demands of the Law) good Works muſt be 
The one, &c. ſeeing Holineſs in a Believer is ne- 
ſe of&cilary to his Salvation. Jithink this may ſa- 
n&;.Fisty you, that the Aſſembly have not cut off, 
Part Por condemned the Believers Plea in the caſe 
vay If Juſtification, tho they own this Demand 
out Sf the Law upon Believers, in the caſe of 
your Panftification. OG 
ye , 2. Ye have adopted the Anſwer, which 
153 the Marrow here gives unto this Demand of 
the Law, Then anſwer thou, and ſay, I am al- 
ready ſaved before thou cameſt'; therefore I have 
no need of thy Preſence, &c. Which is a plain 
rejecting of this Demand of the Law, as it 
requires good Works to be done by the 
% Believer, 


« 44 * 

Believer, contrary to our Confeſſion and Cal 
techiſm above- cited. 1 
3. Ie obſerve, That the Aſſembly „A0 | 
mits one Sentence of the quoted — buff 
this is no deſigned Concealment: For her 
the Act has the uſual Mark, whereby the 
Reader is advertiſed that ſome Words arc 
left out, which he may ſee in the Book. But 
your Obſerve is true, and I — ) 
there is here an Omiſſion; for the Words o- f 
mitted, viz. For in Chriſt I have all Thing DO 
at once, neither need I any Thing more, that in la 
neceſſary unto Salvation, make very much to Lor. 
the Aflembly's Purpoſe : And your ſupply 
ing them, evidenceth your Approbation off&rr« 
them. Now theſe Words plainly import, Pre 
That in the Opinion of the Marrow, Holi- Ide 
neſs and good Works, in one that profeſſeth 
himſelf to be a Believer, are not neceſſary . 
unto Salvation; for they are not attained a. 
once, unleſs ye ſhall ſay, That the Believer is 
made ſo by Imputation; But Holineſs and 5 
good Works are progreſſive in Believers: The 
Apoſtle Paul did not account himſelf to have 4 FT t 
— attained, or that he was already per- 
fect, Phil. iii. 12. And therefore they are not a 
reckoned by the Marrow among the Things 
that are neceſſary unto Salvation. 
4. Conſider, pray, what an odd Notion of 
a juſtified Believer ye have here adopted, flo 
He 1 is one that is neither Godly nor Righteous, | . 


yer] 


t he thinks well G Vet, he has no need 
ct oF God's Law, as it demands good Works to 
; bu done, he is already ſaved, he has all 

r her hings at once in Chriſt, he needs not any 

y th hing more that is neceſſary unto Salvation; 

s ard mean while, he is neither godly nor righh- 
But Nous in himſelf, Chriſt is godly and righte- 

ledge us for him: He hath all by Imputation, and 

ds o-.Mithout inherent Holineſs or the Practice of 

Bing pod Works, which the Divine Law de- 

hat ih Rands of Believers, he expects to ſe the 

zh tog ord. | | : 5 : 
ply. Beware of being drawn into the Defence of 

n offError, by the Authority and Example of 

bort, Preat Men. Ye bring in Luther as on your 

Ioli- ide, repreſent P. 9. © In which Terms that 

ſſeth blefled and famous Reformer Martin Lu- 

ſary ther, in his ſtrenuous and couragious De- 

d at fence of the Evangelical Doctrine of Juſti- 

er is e fication, aſſerted, &c. * Whether Luther 

and ſed the very ſame Terms, and in the ſame 

The Caſe as doth the Marrow, I ſhall not deter- 

mine; but if he taught the Doctrine of Ju- 
ſtification, ſo as to exclude the Doctrine of 
10t Sanctification, and the Neceſſity of Holineſs 
18s zunto Salvation, he therein failed, and is not 

xz 0 be followed. 7 3 | 7 
of Ir is true, that Luther and ſome of his Fol- 

d. Mowers have quarrelled this Propoſition, That 

is, good Works are. neceſſary to Salvation ; but 

et they are blamed for ſo doing by Reformed 
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to Salvation; Amidorf a Companion of Lig 
And that Luther had gone before him, 


Stem. Majas, Lib. 2. P. 1574. 
which they adduce to prove that good Work 


Le done, you are ſo to under ſtand it that it forbid 


A poſtle, Chap. 2. teacheth the Neceſſity of 
| 9229 Works unto Salvation; and, that 


and cannot ſave, For this Luther is blamed 
by Pargus and Comarus, in their Prefacesun) the 


EY — 
Fries Par cularly ; y Henry Al, 8 
Ekidelberg g. Tom. 2. Problem. Theovet. P. 21 
211. Lud. le Blant, _ Theolog. de Servant 
Lege Dei. Theſ. 3 1. & ſeq. Francis Turret 
Teolog. Elenct. Loc. 17. Q. 3. And Hoon 
beeck, Sum, Comroverſ. Lib. to. P. 699, 704 
tells us, That in Oppoſitton to George Mio 

who maintained the Neceſſity of good Won 


ha 
8 ii 
1s 
er E 
1 
fe 

Pa 
ther, advanced that wild Poſition, That gol ore 
Works were huriful and pernicious to Salvatio 2 
faying, That the Law is not uſeful nor neceſſal R 


unto Juſtification, neither unto any good WorkWve 
and far leſs unto Sulvation. And WV endehiif nf 


157% 
anſwers at large all the Zatherans Argnmentd 


are not neceffary to Salvation; and particu 
larly blames that odd Gloſs of Zuther S, upo f 
I Theſſ. iv. 3. viz. Let this be à ſure Rule 
you, when the Scripture commands good Works t 


them. And I conceive, this was one Reaſon A | 
why Luther rejected the Epiſtle of James, anc 
denied its divide Authority ; becauſe that 


cu 
aith which is not operative of chem is vain" 0 


* 
to 1 
: 
. f 
vy 
LY 
3 
9 

* 
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Sei that Epiſtle. | Luthis, however eminent he 
D, 21s in the Reformation, is not to be imitated 
vanMhis Miſtakes and Failings ; but ſhould ra- 
urretW&r be look'd upon as a Beacon, that ye may 
FHooriift follow his Example in undertaking the 
9, 7oefence of this Error. „„ 
Ma Pardon this Digreſſion, which I have been 
Worlf&@ into for inforcing my friendly Advice, 
f Lig. That ye hold faſt the Form of ſound 
it go Nords, and beware of juſtifying this Paſſage 
vatia the Marrow ; that ye be not induced (af- 
m, ir ye have owned the Neceſſity of Holineſs 
ceſ/aWto Salvation) to recede from the Truth ye 
Porkave acknowledged, or to adopt what is in- 
deli honſiſtent with it. 1 EE: = 
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SECTION V. 
*RS 10 4 8 Ah” : | 
— Of the Nature of Faith and Aſſurance: 
tha: 7 Our Fourth Head, concerning the Na- 
„ of ture of Faith, ſeems to me more ob- 

hal cure than any of the former. For tho? there- 
ain in ye charge very groſs Abſurdities upon the 
ned Aſſembly's Act; yet ye do not adduce any of 
un che Words of it, from which ye deduce them. 
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And tho! ye ſay, char Our feſt Reformers, and 
the Body of Reformed Divines ſince, hauf 
taught in the ſame Strain with the MarrowM" . 
yet ye do not condeſcend upon the Expreii** 
ons, either of the one or the other. And yt ? 
give but very brief and dark Hints of you f 
own Opinion of the Nature of Faith, and, 
of that Aſſurance which ye aſcribe unte l 1 
= : 3 Be. | „ 
Nov, that we may not fight in the Dark { 
like blind Men dealing Blows, it will be fit . 
that this Matter be furt her explained; that | 
ſo we may ſee where the ſeeming Difference 4 
lieth, and what may be requiſite for bring ry 
ing you unto an Accord with the Afembly: - 
— ze. 8 
| I do not think you'll make any Debate 
here about the Meaning of the Marrow. Fot 
ye ſeem not to quarrel the Aſſembly for miſ- 
taking the Meaning of the Author, in the 
Paſſages they adduce in the firſt Article of 
their Act, from Pages 118, and 119. of the h 
Marrow, And when Repreſent. Pag. 16. ye #6 
mention only the Quotations of Pag. 175,176, 
177. as containing nothing of what is charged 
upon them about the Nature of Faith, ye ſeem 
to grant, that the Charge is contained in the; 
Paſlages cited from Pag. 118, and 119. and| 
that therefore they do import that Opinion 


about Faith, which the Aſſembly aſcribes to 
the Author: But ye know, Reverend Gentle (; 
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s, ang 
havf 


en, that another Senſe was put upon the 
ords of the Marrow, Pag. 119. (fee Expli- 


ren io of Paſſages, 8c. Pag. 14.) viz. That they 
= "Were an Exhortation to feek Aſſurante,about which 


o Sober Perſon will move the leaſt doubt. And 
YOURE did not bear a Defining of Faith, in Terms 
und! hich import Aſſurance, and for which the Au- 
or was blamed. And ye now act ingenu- 
Sly, when ye quit chat Gloſs, which ye 
und was not tenable.. „„ 
Iſnall therefore exhibite what the Aſſembly 
ran, ys in their Act, and ſhew, that it is agree- 
E le to our Confeſſion and Catechiſms ; and next, 
OY ſhall conſider what ye have advanced upon 


| . 


IJ 

Concerning the Nature of Faith, Pag. 
118. There is no more for him to do, but only 
to know and believe, that Chriſt hath done at 
for him, Pag. 119. This then is perfect Righ- 
Teou ſne ſi, only to know and believe, that 
** fitteth at his right Hand, not as a Judge, bat 


the Jeius Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be faved ; 2har 


andſſ 7; be werily perſwaded in your Heart, that 
3 tal Feſms Chriſt is yours, and that you ſhall have 


tl | Life and Salvation b him; that whatſoever | 
+" "ll Chriſt did for the Redemption of Mankind, be 
n BB rR_ Ys 
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2 — 4 — eougt * — Onan — 
is Cog 


_ Cenfeſ. Chap. 18. * 2 3, 4. and to La 
ger Catechiſm, Queſt. 8 1, 1%. All which 


* eommanded in the Goſpel, a Man's Per 


pay to Scripture, and to our Confe ifo, 1 
and Catechiſms. Now, What Fault f 18 cher 4 


2 


« did it for you. Pa 120.  Foraſmuch as 10 
4 E Scripture ſpeaketh to all in general, noi 


© of us ought to diſtruſt himſelf, but believe — Icy 
ce t doth belong particularly to himſelf. { 


ſame is aflerred, Pag. 121, 122, 123, 2 
13˙1; 136, 4375 175, 176, 177. and in main 
other Places of the Book. This Netion 7 5 
Saving Fatih appears contrary to Scriptur 15 
Iſa. I. 10. Rom. viii. 16. 1 Joh. v. 13. andt 


i 


alder ſhow,'' ** Thar Aſſurance is not d 6 
I 


«the Efſence of Faith; whereas the PaſſagY 


<«. cited from the Marrow, Wc. appear to al * aa 


7 


ce ſert the contrary, making that ſaving Pai 


< ſwalion rhat Chriſt is bbis, and died to 
cc him; And that whoever hath not this Pe: 
© fwalion' or Aſſurance, hath not anſwereſſf 


b 2 
* . 


e the Goff * Call, nor is a true Believer. 


Here t Allembly adduceth ſome er, h 
that ſhow the Opinion of the Author, an 
3 their Judgment upon them, that the þ Ine 
mport a Notion of ſaving Faith, which fie 


in this? Seeing what they ſay is agteeabl 
unto the Boctrine of our -onfefſion: and Cal 
1 * n ot 1 
1. By. ſaving Faith, they underſtabd Tha 
which 18 commanded i in the Golpel, and by. 


wiel 1 


0 115 Believes , e. 
ve thi 90 018 4 "i 10 Gol & pro- 
7 15 50 30d 5 1 high, = Go gern di- 
„ 12. « 0 requires of, all; its Hearers, and ynto 
 man{ſÞyhic 17 Projmil = been is annexcd. 
7 By, e ey underſtand à Man's 
1 afl ion, that Ob is his, and died for 
im, and that he fhall have Life and Salvati- 
La In . y him : And fo the Act of this Aſſurance 
whics a Man's Perlwaſ* on in his on Mind; and 
not he Object of it is his particular Intereſt in 
lag. Thriſt, and that he i is in a State of Graee,and 
to 2 dall he: ſaved. 12 —4 : 
Faith, 3- They ſay, that 8 4 ſarance is not ol 2 
Perg he Eſſence of Faith: And, therefore a Man 
d ffn 180 1 Faith, and be a truę Believ- 
Pei e er W ho is not yer. aſſured of his Intereſt in 
vere Chriſt. And, 5 | 
4. They account it an | Errog to, aſſert, (ad 
Moth the Marrow). that this Alia ce. is that 
; ank ſaving Faith commanded in the Goſpel, See- 
the ng, according to eu and our Confeſ- 
chin and Catechi ms, Javing, Paith may be 
iche ut it. NA A LI 
chen "Our Conteſſion and Catechiſras reach the 
abi fame Thing s. Confell. 4 18, H. 1. Such 
. 45 185 3 bel ee the Lord Jeſus, may be 
93 * ccrtaiply aflured, that: they arg in the Skate 
thay G ol Graze.y.,$. 2 1 Jigs Certaigty ig not. 
bare Cooje ura 1 probable Ferſwa aſion, 
2 


[4 
412 


„ grout 5 


0 ended upon a Kallible Hope, but an in- * 
1 f. ible Aſſurance of Faith. $. 3. This in- 

< fallible Aſſurance doth not ſo ** to the 

1 Eflence © of Faith, but that a true Believer} 


Ws, 


cc may wait long— before he be Partaker off * 
„ it. b. 4. True Believers may have the ale 
£ 


"0G 


Aſſurance of their Salvation divers Ways 
« ſhaken, diminiſned and interrupted; and 
« yet are they never utterly deſtitute of that 
«& Seed of God, and Life of Faith. Larg. Þ 
Cat. Qu. 8 . Are all true Believers at all 
[- Times aſſured of their being in the Eſtate] 

of Grace, and that they ſhall be ſaved 2} 
* Al. flurance of Grace and Salvation not 
being of the Eſſence of Faith, true Believers F 
4 may wait long before they obtain it. And + 

* Q. 172. One who doubteth of his being 


mY OS. 


Fin Chrit, or of his due Preparation to thel 

F Sacrament of the Lord' s Supper, may have f +1 

ce true Intereſt in Chriſt, tho he be not yet f. 

* aſſured thereof.“ V1: 
_ Here it is plain, that our Confeſſion and @ ſo 


Catechiſms make the Act of this Aſſurance to 
bea certain, and not a conjectural Perſwaſion P 
of a Man's Mind; and the Object of it to be & ,, 
His being in Chriſt, his Intereſt in Cri, his being «« 
in the Eſtate of Grace, and that he ſhall be ſav-# 
ed. And is not this the ſame with a Man's 
being verily perſwaded that Chriſt is his, that | 
| be ſhall have Life and Salvation by him, and that 
ariſe died Jer him + Again, they ſay WW | 
4. 


; 8 N * BR „ 3 4 - 
* 2 F **, { 


n in- 
is in- 
o the 
jever 
er of 


ſurance, that it doth not belong to, nor is 
the Eſſence of Faith; that a true Believer 
ay wait long before he obtain it and that 
Man may have true Intereſt in Chriſt, and 
iet not be aſſured thereof: And therefore the 
„che faking this Aſſurance to be that ſaving 
V2YSFaith, whereby 2 Man anſwers the Goſpel- 
and Gl, and becomes a true Believer, muſt be 
that counted an Error, according to the Stan- 
Lang. Ard of our Confeſſion and Catechiſms. 
© all F ye ſee then, that the Act of Aſſembly doth 
ſtate} ert nothing upon this Article, but what is 
red 2G agreeable unto our Confeſſion and Cate- 
 2OUhiſms ; and if ye truly own theſe, ye Il be 
4 4 @nvinced in your own Minds, that ye had 
And 1 nc Ground, from this Part of the Aſſembly in 
eus gs, fot ſuch an heavy Charge againſt them, 
the. ye advance, Repreſent. P. 11. © That 
"ave thereby that Act of Faith, by which a Per- 
yet ſon appropriates to himſelf, what before 
and . lay in common in the Goſpel-Offer, and 
and i without which there can be no receiving 
ae and cloſing with Chriſt for Salvation is in 
ſion ce Effect excluded from the Nature of Faith, 
be A which, as we apprehend, is thereby turn d 
eing i into that general and doubt ſome Faith, ab- 
4. F jured in our National- Covenant. And 
ie Fecing our Confeſſion and Catechifis prove 
hat heir Doctrine on this Head, from Teſtimo- 
ht les of the Holy sende your Change, i 
his Muck to, will ſtrike againſt the Standard, not 
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| only. of our C ge cas Catechiſms, ul 
of the Holy ee themes. = 
_ "I tha Mar now "conlider What ye Hare Ll 
ced upon this Head. "I n the Paſſage T h T hav 
cited, ou The: k of ; that AF of Faith, ty 1 15560 
4 Fell an op bride 70 hinfelt,, "what "Pay before 
; in common. 1 the 'Go bel-Offer, and without w ich, 
there can be no recaving "aud clo) 228 90550 Ch;ift 
for Safvation. IW VICE 3 Fe tag plainly ro od 785 15 
what Act of Faich Le ie 15 ye n mean that 
Aſſarance, which, 8 8 to 85 Con . 
on and Ca rechiſias, is not tlie E. fence of: 
Faith, it will not be "readily y granted. you, 
5 there can be no receivin and Eloſingh 
ith Chr 3ſt for Salvation without i it: For d 
a5 Aﬀtance ſup po ofcth” the Peco to be 2 2 5. 
A 8 Wer, I 10-- hath alrea wad e + 
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lies in emmon in thie Goſpel- ; 
Perſon. -appropriates to RE IF: For pak 4 
perhahs, may underſtand it aſe; Ac. t Chriſt A. 
an 15 zencfics lie in common to all, that, e er 
fl ied 3 65 2 | phraſed Redemption! ; ind. dalvati- F* 


12 of the. ( 
char 155 0 9e Gf N. 100 
Chr Exception, Hero E is good 489 7 5 or bi im 10 hi 


n, ye would rightly explai oh Wor that | 
er, W ; 
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Chi is dead. 10 0 and hath purchaſc 70 F 
0 b 100 for bim: An 0 Chri is, cath | ik 
his Benefits 2s to. Purchaſe, lis in com- 3 

rc in the. G Go, 5 ke ö Pi 488 10 00 1 
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ding! 


bez , upon Terms of their believing in Chriſt, 


ived X 4-0 I CE Hin Q 4 FOE) 0:37 a 
Veg! hen a poor Sinner, preſſed with the Senſe of 


d impartial Judge, gets a Diſco- 


im 3:48 A | T ELEESS'D * 14 2 LF LEE ++ 
fd (pod flies to him for Refuge, he then receives, 
End cloſeth with Chriſt for Salvation. And 
bis T'rake to be the appropriating Act of 
- Faith, ſceing thereby he comes to have true 
C intoreſ 
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( 56. 9 

Tntereſt i in Chriſt, cho 1 as Larg. Catech. 
172.) he be not yet aſſured thereof: And 
they who hold this, do not exclude the ap- 
propriating Act of Faith m its Nature; 
nor do they make it to con nfift i in à believing 
as the Church believes, nor in a bare Aſſent 
of the Mind unto revealed Truths: Neithery 
do they refuſe that Affurance is attainable, g 
nor that it is the Duty of every true Believer * 
to give all Diligence to make his Intereſt ing a 
Chriſt ſure to himſelf. J hope therefore ye 
will be ſatisfied, that although the Aſſembly þ 
have blamed the Marrow, for making a Man s 
Per ſuaſion, that Chriſt is his, and died for hint, 
z0 be that ſaving Faith commanded in the Goſpel : 
Yet it doth not thence follow, that they have 8 Sc 1 
excluded from the Nature of F aith its appro- ir 
priating Act, and turned ir into the Pops, | 
general and doubtſome Faith abjured in our 
| National Cofnant. 8, 
In the next Place, ye ſay, Repreſent. p. 11. p 
That our firſt Reformers, and the Body of pn 
al Reformed Divines ſince, have taught con- ſain 

| {Jt 


cerning the Narure of Faith, in the ſame 95 
? Strain as in the condemned Paſſages, and | 
thereby cut the Sinews of Popery ; which 


oF: 


K 
me 
+ 


al 


Doctrine of theirs, in the ſame Manner of | thei 
Expreſſion, ſtands in the Confeſſions of o- 
7 ther Reformed Churches, and in the publick 
” Standards of Doctrine: in this Church before o 
the Year 1647. And for this Purpoſe ye e 
1 DS men? = 


95 


2 57 ) | 
— our Confeſſion 1560, the kerle a 


AndW/e/ion, Calvin's Catechi m, Davidſon's Ca- 
e ap- 2 the little Latine Catechiſm, and Boyd 5 
ture; the Epheſians. And ye add, that the Aſ- 


-vingWbly by their Act, have done no ſmall Dif- 
ſſent vice to the Intereſt of Religion, and given 
ither a Handle to the Papiſts againſt the Refor- 
able, mt Kron. 8 8 
ierer With all due Reſj ped to you, Reverend Sire, 
ſt ing all upon this ofter ſome Advices. 
e ye H. Beware that ye do not Diſſervice to the 
nbly | formation of Religion, by uſing ſuch an Ar- 
ſan s ment in this Cale, in Defence of that Er- 
5 7 of the Marrow. The Caſe is, the Aſſem- 
pel - have condemned, from Teſtimonies of | 
1ave 86 Fipture, that Opinion of the Marrow, That 
pro- ing Faith commanded in the Goſpel, and 
piſh, hich conſtitutes a true Believer, confiſts in Aſ- 
our ¶ance, or a Mans Perfwaſion that Chriſt is 
. aud died for him. Ye do not attempt to 
Wove it to be a Truth from Divine Teſti- 
ddnies ; but adduce the Authority of Re- 


11. 
of N 


on- 22 ers, to juſtify that Opinion condemned 
me i Dm the Word of God. If our Reformers 
nd hh ve taught in the ſame Strain, and in the ſame ' 


ich | 
of þ 


_— 
ck 
Ire 


ye 
1- 
RA - 


y anner of Expreſſi ion, as ye alledge, it was 
geir Failing.” And co adduce their Auto- 
ty in Oppoſition to the Word of God, is 
Reformation Principle: Yea, if the Au- 
ority of Men had been admitted agaihſt 
e e Divine Oracles, it had quite — the + : 


Reformation. Whin's Truth hath been eſta-Mer 
bliſhed from the Word of God, the Teſtimo-J 
nies of former Divines may be brought in for 
Confirmation, to ſhow their Conſent and nc 
Harmony in the ſame Doctrine; but their 5; 
Authority is of no Value againſt the Truth. ef. 
This is no Diſparagement unto the Memory e it 
of our Reformers. I account them to have ; 
been eminent Men of God, and were fingu- Mei 
latly aſſiſted by his Spirit, and fitted for their Man 
Work. I admire the Progreſs they made in Fab 
the Knowledge of Divine Truth, and in pur-\Man 
ging and vindicating Religion from the He- nd 
reſies and Corruptions of the Apoſtate RomiſhWom 
Church; yet they were not infallible, nor h 
did they arrive at ſuch a Pitch of Perfection, "Refo 
bur that further Diſcoveries of Truth might Hat. 
be made from the inexhauſted Mine of the rie 
Word of God; and further Improvements, I, t 
in clearing ſome Points of Doctrine, and re- em 
ctity ing Miſtakes and Failings. The ſpring- Af th 
ing up of Errors occaſioned a further Enquiry Neve 
into the Manifeſtation of Goſpel- Truth; and Tru 
particularly, the broaching of Arminianiſm and he 

other Errors, gave Occaſion unto a, more ac- Fbli: 
curate Enquiry into the ſpecial Object and gleat 
Acts of juſtifying Faith. And our Weſtmin- ind 
ſten Divines have not taught in the ſame Strain, fefle 
nor in the ſame Manner of Expreſſion, as in the Fc(si 
condemned Paſſages; but having the Benefit of II 
the Improvements of thoſe who were Ne Ve. 

8 e eee ee, 


Pp 


eſta . em; and, after 2 diligent. Seareh i into the 


imo- iy Serjprures, have, trom pregnant Teſti- 

n for nies thereof, determined, chat this Aurance 
and not of the Efſence. of. Faich; and tlie Church 

their Korland did approve. thereof. If then our 


ruth. eee have Tr 1 1 1 it AS pot 
nory iſtabe and Fay this Point, whic 

nave e, of 50 per: . en a. Succeſs: in 
ngu- Meir Work is 109 8 pa upto The, good. 
their Wind of the Spirit of 85 APA tham,, who. 
e in : abled them to mak e. the, Diſcovery of. ſq. 

pur any Golpel- Truths, in Opr ofit ition to Popery.z 
He- nd ng re&ifying of this, liſtake IS {i far. 
miſo om doing Diller vice Fi Peer * of R geligion, 
nor d 2 giving . an Hand] e to, Papilts . fe. the 
Ee as ye apprehend, Repreſent. p. 12. 


ion, 

ight ghar, on the, contrary, it. depriyes the;Adver- 
the Tod .of Tech h of; che g Handl dle ol they made of | 
nts, | . to im 2 5 He of particglar Re- 
re- lenkt ion: For they argued thus, If every one 
ing- cal. TS .of the. 15 Pel beg liged; to be · 


ry eve "I 5 rilt died for him, then this. is a 
ing 8 155 lat Chriſt died for every one of them, 

Whether the ey be ſaved. uns 3 Or « elſe they are 
40 Rvliged to believe a-;Falſhood. Now, by 
glcaring 1 ap the true Obje&of jultitying: F aith, 


in- Ind by diſtinguiſhing between the dire& and, 
zin, feflex Ads of it, this Hande aa been luce 
the} N 'wreſted, out of theix Hands. 
of II. When ye alledger: our. Reſormerss and; 
ore e 00 of Reformed ee t the As- 
m; Embly O 
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ſembly 8 AR, and in Defence of this Dodridl a 


whether they deferibe it from its formal Na- 


| of certain Knowledge, which the Holy Spirit, 74 
his alone Grace and Goodneſs, doth more and 


them being aſſured in his Heart of his Election, 4 


| ſelf, and as a Deſcription 2 Faith in its bf } 


of the Marrow, ye would take Care to un 
derſtand their true Meaning; and that ye d( 
not cull out a Sentence or Propoſition that 
may ſeem favourable to your Purpoſe, with 
out conſidering duly the whole Context: And 
when, in any of their Books, ye meet with 


Deſcription of Faith, ye would take Notice 5 : 


0 


f 


ture, or from ſome of its Effects and Conſe- 
quents. For Faith may be deſcribed againſti 


Papiſts, by this Aſſurance, as an attainable | 
Conſequent of it, tho' it do not conſtitute 7 
its formal Nature as juſtifying. What I here þd 
aim at, may be illuſtrated by one Inſtance or ay 
two. 2 * 
The Venerable Beza, who is juſtly recko-Y 
ned among our eminent Reformers, in his| Fi 
Confeſſion of the Chriſtian Faith, Trac. f 
| Theolog. p. 6. gives this Deſcription of Faith 5 


Sed Fidem Appellamus certam quandam fre b 
am, &c. that is, But we call Faith ſome Kind 


more engrave into the Hearts of the Elect, by N 
which Knowledge it is effected, that every one 94 


applies to himſelf the Promiſe of Salvation in 
Jeſus Chriſt. Now, if ye take this by it 


mal ee, and eſlential Acts, yell run in-| 


do Y 


| „ = 
arin 2 Miſtake : For thence it would follow, 
„ un It the Faith commanded in the Goſpel, 
ye dꝗ Man's Perſwaſion that he is elected, and 
un be ſaved ; and that every Hearer of the 
oſpel, whether Ele& or Reprobate, is called 
d obliged to believe directly, that he is of the 
amber of God's Ele&; and that the Promiſe | 


Ex 
. 


Palvation in Chriſt, is made to him in parti- 
Na. Mar, which is falſe and contrary to Beza's 
e Senriments. But he here deſcribes Faith, 
WM Oppoſition to Pelagians and Papiſts, from 
principal Efficient Cauſe, the Holy Spirit 
bis Grace; and from its attainable Fruits 
her. d Conſequents, unto which a true Believer _ 
de ot May arrive, vix. the Aſſurance of his Election and 


lvation. For afterwards, when he accounts 
ckO· Ir the Grounds of this Aſſurance, he ſhows, 
of 10. that it ſuppoſeth, not only that a Man 
a true Believer ; but alſo, That he knows 
Pat he is ſo. And that a Believer attains unto 
enti- e Knowledge of the Truth, and Sincerity of his 
v- nn . | | «2 F 2 A 
Lind Baith, by tuo Effects of Chriſt's dwelling in his 
„ by Heart by Faith. Whereof the firſt is the Teſti- 
and Pony of the Spirit, witneſſing with our Spirits, 
| % Wat we are Children of God. And the ſecond is 
ne of e New Man, in the Mortification of Sin, 
Zion, d Sanitification, and Good Works. And 
Faith he) if we feel in our ſelves this twofold 


n in 


+ 


y it fed, it neceſſarily follows, that we have Faith ; 
for-| nd therefore alſo, that we have Feſws Chriſt 
in- u Eternal Life. Again, he ſhows, that a 
to f.... 


Man's 


Mar? s certain FARSI e 95. h. 5 0% i 


lection is grounded upon the fame mee 
viz. his knowing that he hath Faſch. ] 
(faith/he, p. 16.) the Gering 220 f 0% 2 r 
lar Election, is not to be ſear hed for i, 71 the EiMha 
nal Counſel if God ;; vu 07 the contrary 1s... we mi is 
begin at the loweſt Step! even ol Sancti cating ö 
which we veally feel to be begun in ti, that then 

we may a aſcen, higher + Fur ſeeing « our San MW: 

fication is a ſure Effett of Faith, or rather 

Chriſt dwelling in 1 by Faith; And that whi 

ſoever is anited £0 Chrift ſt, 15 alſo efeftually calle oF 
and hence thut he is deſtined unto Salvatioa ; Wnt 
neceſſarily follows, that our Sauflification is a 


firſt Step at which we muſt begin, and thence 12 
on unto the Diſcovery of the chief Srurce of ou In! 
Salvation, even God's eternal and gratuitoul - 
Electing of us. And as to thole, whoſe eff 
fectual Vocation is ſo late, that they do no * 
bring forth ſuch Store of the Fruits of Faithſpt 
as others do, who were more early e J Fyi 
He ſays (ibid.) That their latter Call In 25 
e does not hinder the inward Teſtimony oe - 
© the Spirit, And that they have in chen 
« ſome. excellent Effects of Regetetariool F, 

“ X. Brokenyels' of eart flowing from che 
oe Hatred of Sin. and Fear of Gon. and Ju 
in Chriſt, aid: calling upon "bith. , Where ; 
fore (Faith he): whoever "feels 1 in him mleſf the 
* Motions, were it even at the Point, ol 
„Death; Te may how that he hath fun za 

ws Evidence! 2 


12! 8 Evidences of his Faith, and thence alſo of 
nis Election and Salvation. 
In this Progreſſion, Bexa makes a Man's 


þar ti ruſting in Chriſt, to go before his knowing 
Je 2 70 hat he hath Faith, and his Knowledge of 


TO, bis Faith, to go before his knowing that he 
þ elected, and ſhall be ſaved : And therefore, 
- admits eſſential Acts to be in the formal 


55 Nature of Faith, antecedently unto the reflex 
2 © | d conſequential Actings of a Believer. And 
t we holds the receiving and reſting upon Chriſt, 
callaho be direct and eſſential Acts of Faith; For 


into the former Deſcription he had given of 
Faith, p. 6. he immediately adds, Fides, in- 
ence NMuam, non tantum credit, &c. Faith, 1 Jay, not , 
of 0% 5 believes that Jeſus died and roſe again fo : 
tuitoWinners ; but alſo embraceth Jeſus Chriſt, in 
ſe eo hom alone, whoſoever truly believes, doth con- 
0 node or truſt: And he makes this embracing 
i Pt. Chriſt, to be its appropriating and juſti- 
fying Act. For, p. 7 he ſays, That Faith 
bg embraces and appropriates Jeſus Chriſt un- 
* to 1t ſelf : Becauſe he is offered unto us 
to be poſſeſſed, with this Condition, if we 
00 £ believe i in him. And that it is the Inſtru- 


n c ment which receives Chriſt and his Righte- 
Tru F< ouſneſs. And that Chriſt's perfect Righte- 
here * ouſneſs is imputed to us, as if it were pro- 
thei 4 our oh: provided we embrace him 
at r“ by Faith: Wherefore, if we take up Be- 
ſurd za 4 " Meaning aright, it is evident that he 


ney taught 


that Chriſt died for them, that their Sins are 


6 64 1 
taught concerning the Natore of Faith, 
the ſame Strain and Expreſſions with of 


Confeſſion and Catechiſms. 


I I ſhall adduce another Inſtance of a knowſiff ſu 
| Reformed Divine, Samuel Mas eius Colle be 
. Theolog. Loc. 11. H 20. Denique, Fides fignifich 0 

16 


Frequentiſſi ime, &c. i. e. Finally, Faith ſigh 199 
” Nifies moſt frequently that internal Gift q 
” effectual Calling, whereby we reſt in th 
Promiſes of Salvation in Chriſt; and ap 
ply them fiducially unto our ſelves, Thigh 
is that perſevering, ſaving, juſtitying Faith 
Y 29, 30. Faith is made up of two integr4 
Parts, Knowledge and Afﬀent, which if 
both ſure and certain, and alſo fiducial. 
§ 31. © That this fiducial Aſſent belongs t 
| ſaving Faith, I maintain againſt the P 0 
to wit, in ſo far as a Believer not only aflentY 
eth generally unto the Promiſes of God, ad 
true and certain; but alſo takes hold off 
them, as belonging to him, and applies them 
» to himſelf.” From theſe and the like Ex 
preſſions of Mareſius, ye muſt not preſently the 
- conclude, that he holds this Affurance to be 5 
of the Eſſence of Faith, and in its direct Act; 8 
and that all the Hearers of the Goſpel are 
bound to believe directly and immediately; 


pardoned, and that they ſhall certainly be ſa-| 
ved: And that: without Aſſurance, a Man 
hath not anſwered the Goſpel | all, nor is 2 


true | 


ne Believer. But ye ougit to conſider how 


by explains himſelf, as he doth, $ 39. ſaying;: 
Therefore, let there be in every Believer 

now ſuch a practical Syllogiſm ; every one who 

CoM believes on the Son, and reſts on his Me- 


. 


rit, and apprehends and applies it to him 
ſelf, ſhall have Eternal Life; But I be- 
lieve : Therefore, I ſhall have Eternal 
Life. The Major cannot be doubted: 


d ap The Minor allo is certain to every Believer, 
Thi from the inward Teſtimony of the Holy 
aich Spirit, and of his Conſcience, and from 
tegri his own ſpiritual Senſe.” — And, (ſays he) 
ch i unleſs every Believer could feel in himſelf 
cial his own Faith, by a certain reflex Act, 
gs te the Apoſtle would ſay in vain, Examine 
piſta Hour ſelves whether ye be in the Faith ; prove 
ent your own ſelves : Know ye not your own ſelues, 
d, ad . how that Jeſus Chriſt is in you 3 except ye be 
d off Reprobates ? 2 Cor. xiii. 5. Here the direct 


them! 


3 


en tly 
o be 


A& 
| arc 
tely; 


are 


e ſa- 
Man 
is a 


| true 


2 
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& of ſaving Faith is ſuppoſed, whereby 


Ex. the Man becomes a true Believer ; and next, 


he reflex Act, by which he knows that he 
Path that Faith to which the Promiſe of Life 
3s annexed. And then follows the Concluſion, 
*bÞis Aflurance or Perſwaſion that he ſhall be 
Waved. And Marefius adds, Nevertheleſs we 
do not hold that a Believer is always aſſured of 
Wis Salvation. And Loc. 10. 5 33. To the com- 
non Objection of Remonſtrants, he anſwers, 
That neither all and every one are bound 
EE. © __ 
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"P „ Ah, if they repent, and be, in Ears 


before ye a them to a Venerable AS 


nual. In Vindication of the Paſſages of th 
' Marrow, concerning the Nature of Faith, oY 
affirm, that the ſame Manner of Expreſſ® 
ſtands in the publick Standards of Doctrin 3 * 


| Helvetian Confeſſion approven by this Church 
I have read over that Confeſſtion 1560, but 


as in the Marrow; it doth not make ſavin 
Faith to conſiſt in a Man's Perſwaſion, tha hi 


Chriſt died for him, and that he ſhall be ſa 


Tt 


„ | 
to believe that Chriſt died for them, ſeeing 
„ the Goſpel is not preached to all and every 
one: Nor ought all and every one wh 
hear it, to believe this abſolutely, but conf 


” neſt, converted unto God. RN 

- Other Inſtances might be given, but 1 =. 
theſe ſuffice to ſupport my Advice, that y;: 
take Care to underſtand well the true Mean. 
ing of our Reformers, and rejormed Divine, 
before ye give them out to be of the ſam 
Sentiments with the Author of the Marrou 
concerning the Nature and Eſſence of ſavin 
Faith. 1 

III. L would adviſe you, to examine well 


the Matters of Fact ye ſee meet to aden 


and be fully ſatisfied of the Truth of then 


ſembly, with the Solemnity of a Sign-Mai 


in this Church, before the Year 1647 ; an 
patticularly in our Confeſſien 1560. And in th 


do not find the ſame Marner of Expreſſion 


ved! 


@ #8. 2 
ed: Nor have I obſerved any Expreſſions | 
eeingl n it, that can import this. In Art. 3. it is 
ever * of the Holy Ghoſt, that he works, in the 


wha carts of the Elect of God, an aſſured Faith 


fil u the P Promiſe of God, revealed to us in his 


ord ; by which Faith, we apprehend Chriſt 

T Le ſus bare of the Graces and Benefits promi ſed in 
it let} Fim. And Art. 4. It is ſaid of the Promiſe 

_ 7 4 pf the Meſſiah, that it was embraced with Joy, 
cal 4, ly received by all the Faithful. 

nd moſt conſtantly re J 4 fi 

vincy And Art. 8. Grace is faid to be given unto 
am his, to acknowledge and embrace him for our only 

rroug Mediator. And Art. 12. This Faith (concer- 

aving Ming Chriſt, his Perſon, Offices and Eſtates) 
I nd the Aſſurance of the ſame, proceeds not from 


wel Fleſh and Blood. — — For of e we can- 
h em ot aſſent to the Will of God when it is revealed, 


Except the Spirit of the Lord Jeſus quicken. 
And Arr. 16. It behoveth us to apprehend Jeſus 
Chriſt with his Juſtice and Sati faction, who ts 


les he End and Accompliſhment of the Law, by 
eff Frwhom we are ſet at this Liberty, that the Curſe 
5 W aud Malediction of God fall not upon us. Here 
the Object of Faith, is held forth to be 


; "hf hriſt and his Graces, and Benefits, his 
nM Juſtice (or Righteouſneſs) and Satisfaction, 
and the Promiſe of God revealed in his Word. 
But our Reformers do not teach in this Con- 
eſion, that a Man's particular Intereſt in 
Chriſt; that he died for him, and ſhall give 
him Grace and Lite, are revealed in the 
- * 2 — 


-- a 


C 
at 
rm 


— 
1 


Faith. Nor do they (as doth the Marrou) 


ſion, when they make the principal Acts ol 
ſaving Faith to be a Sinner's accepting, recei. Ea. 
Ving, and applying Chriſt and his Righteouſneſs Not 
As therefore, there is no Ground for any te Vat 
inſinuate, that the Doctrine of this Church mo 
concerning ſaving Faith, is altered from what 
it was before the Year 1647, ſo neither do 
ſee what Ground ye have from this our Re- 
Formers Confeſſjon, to ſay (Repreſent. p. 12.) that as 
the Manner of ſpeaking on that Head is much Pa 


altered, from what ſometimes was in Uſe : II. Er 


any ſhall ſay that this Confeſſion doth men- cip: 
tion Aſſurance Art. 12. This Faith and the Af. „ 
ſurauce of the ſame ; and therefore it uſes the | 
fame Manner of Expreſſion, as in the Mar- „ 
row. This Objection is ſo ridiculous, that. 


I might be juſtly. cenſured for unmannerly re-. 
proaching your Underſtanding, did I but in-. 
finuate it to be yours, or to be the Reaſon} 
of your adducing this Confeſſion, to vouch , 

8 pour 


| | © 69 
our Aſſertion. For in of Stile wy it, the 
ord Aſſurance ſignifies the Ground or War- 


þ + 
. 
f the 
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rrow) Haut, upon which any Thing is received as 
ſſpel Truth or Duty : So Art. 15. Good Works 
theſeWnjoined by the Law, to be performed to God 

„ ac. and our Neighbours, are ſaid to have the 

d hi fevealed Will of God for their Aſſurance ; and 
ords, * they are ſaid to be evil Works in the Wor- 
ting hip of God, which have no other Aſſurance, 
meer 1 dur the Invention of Man. But let Aſſurance 


preſ. In Art. 12. be taken in the Senſe of the Ob- 
ts ol ection; all that is there ſaid of it is, This 
recei Faith, and the Aſſurance of the ſame, proceeds 
ner Not from Fleſh and Blood, but from the Inſpi- 
1 to ation of the Spirit of God : Which imports no 
Amel ore than what is aſſerted in our preſent 


Confeſſion. 
LT have conſidered alſo the Helvetian Confeſ- 
ſon, and in it I find as little to your Purpoſe, 
Fas in the former; as is evident from the 
nuch Paſſages, where it treats of Faith, Chap. 15. 
Ergo quia fides Chriſtum, Fuſtitiam noſtram re- 
2 Cc. that is, Wherefore ſeeing Faith 
receiveth Chriſt our Righteouſneſs, and at- 
” tributes All to the Grace of God in Chriſt ; 
„ therefore Juſtification is aſcribed unto 
Faith. And, That by Faith we 
| receive Chriſt, our Lord ſhews, John vi. 
27, 47, 58. We here ſpeak of a li- 
ving Faith, which is ſo called, becauſe ir 
 comprebends Chriſt who js our Life. And 
be _ 16. Concerning Faith and good 


2 | 1 E 3 1 „Works, 


-{ Cue ) 
” Works, Fides enim Chriſtiana, Oc. tert is, /, 
For Chriſtian Faith is not an Opinion, ot] 
humane Perſwaſion, but a moſt firm Truſt , 
and evident and conſtant Aſſent of the Mind, 
? and laſtly a moſt certain Comprehenfion of 
the Truth of God propoſed in the Scrip-| 
” tures, and Apoſtolick Creed, and ſo off 
» God himſelf the chief Good, and mainly 
? of the Divine Premiſe, and of Chriſt, who 
2? is the Top of all the Promiſes. ? Here 
the Object of Faith is reſtricted to what is 
propoſed in the Scripture to be believed, and 
eſpecially to the Divine Promiſe, and to | 
Chriſt: And the direct Acts of it, are a firml 
Truſt, a ftable Aſſent of the Mind, and a cer- 
tain Comprehenſion, which is the ſame with Ii 
what it calls the Receiving of Chriſt. So 
| "a4 there is here no Difference either as 
Matter or Manner of Expreffion, tha 
* what is taught in our preſent Confeſſion Hit ! 
and Catechiſms. And our Aſſemblies 1647, Nene 
and 1648. might very well ſay of them, as per 
to this Point, That they were in nothing con- Ch 
trary to the received Doftrine of this Church. he 
And ſeeing theſe ancient Confeſſions of this ves 
Church do not deſcribe Faith by that Aſſu- it 
rance which ye plead for, in Defence of the ny 
Marrow, ye had no Ground to ſay, Repreſent, i jec 
Pag. 12, That our Aſſemblies 1647, and 1648. me 
did think, that it was implied in that Recei- to 
ving and on. þ in Farm for Salvation, by an 
| which 


* 


which our T/eſtminſter Confeſſion and Cate. 
þ;ſms do deſcribe ſaving Faith © . 

4. I preſume to offer this Advice, That 
when ye ſearch into the Sentiments of Di- 
ines, about any Head or Queſtion, ye would 
ave a ſpecial Regard for ſuch of them, who 
reat on that Head of Purpoſe, or who ſtate 


t is, 
, ot 
ruſt | 
ind, 
a of 

rip. 
0 off 
Nly M&urc-proots for what they aſſert : Ye advance, 
who FF har our fr/t Reformers, and the Body of Re- 


Jere Wormed Divines ſince, are on your ſide of the 
at 18 Queſtion. Pray give an Inſtance of any one 
and of them all, who brings one Scripture Te- 
to ſtimony to prove, That the Object of the di- 
firm rect Act of Faith, or, what is propoſed in 
ccr- the Goſpel to every Hearer to be by him be- 
71th W ieved, is, Chriſt died for him in particular, 
So for every ſingle Hearer, for James, Thomas, 
as John; and that his Sins are pardoned, and 
on, that he ſhall be ſaved. And to prove, that 
nit is the Duty of every Hearer, in Obedi- 
+7» Mence to the Goſpel Command, to be verily- 
24S Wperſwaded of this as a revealed Truth, That 
. F Chriſt died for him in particular, and that 
5. J he ſhall be ſaved. Yea, ſeeing this is not re- 


his vealed in the Scripture concerning every one, 
ſu- © it is impoſſible, that any Scripture-Teſtimo- 
he ny can be brought to prove it to be the Ob- 
Ut, ject of the direct Act of Faith. Yet it is 


moſt certain, that what every one is bound 

1 F to believe by Divine Faith, muſt be revealed 

>) I and propoſed to him in the Word of God. 
„ „ 


» 


he Queition diſtinctly, or who bring Scrip- L 


Le would We. (4 what Weight i, 
to be laid on the Expreſſions and Opinion 
of Divines in this Matter, who either do not 
of purpoſe treat of this particular Point, a 
who do not ſtate the Queſtion diſtinctly be: 
tween the direct and reflex Acts of ſaving 
Faith, or who do not bring one Scripture 
Teſtimony to prove the Opinion they em- 
brace ; to wit, That this Aſſurance is of thei? 
Eſſence of ſaving Faith, and that none can be 
a true Believer who hath not attained unto 
it: For that this A urance is attainable, that 
a true Believer, without ſpecial and immedi 
ate Revelation, may be perſwaded that hel 
ſhall be ſaved by Chriſt, is not the Queſtion 
among Orthodox Divines. Nor do theſc 
that are on the other fide of the Queſtionl 
deny, that it ariſeth from the Reflex Act of 
Faith, tho they do not place it in the direct 
Act. Nor do they refuſe that it belongeth} 
to ſaving Faith as a Conſequent, tho they Pu 
hold, that it doth not ſo belong to the E-. 
ſeuce of it, but that one may be a true Be-. 2 
liever, who hath not yet attained unto this bee 

¶ Jurance. | RT WHT 
When ye aflert, That our Reformers, and 
the Body of Reformed Divines ſince, have 
taught, That the Nature and Eſſence of Ju- 
ſtifying Faith conſiſts in a Man's Perſwaſion 
that Chriſt died for him, and that he ſhall 
be ſaved, and that their Teaching ſo is no- 
tour; ye ſhould beware of impoſing upon 
| I» — 


1 4 
zur felves and others, who may take this for 
W:tain upon your Word. I could adduce a 
eat Body of Reformed Divines who are on the 


ent name you a Dozen, and ſome of them 


ving ave treated this Matter on purpoſe, have 
tureMonſidered diſtinctly the ſeveral Acts of Faith, 


Ind have brought Scriprure Arguments to 
Srove, That a Man's Perſwaſion of his own 
Falvation belongs to the Perfection, but not 
o the Eſſence of Juſtifying Faith; ſee at your 


thai Leaſure, Gomarus his Appendix in Epiſt. ad 
edi Hieb. Ames his Medul. Theolog. Lib. 1. cap. 


. and cap. 27. Hoornbeeck, Vet & Mu. lib. 
. cap. 12. Turrettin, Theolog. Elenct. Loc. 14. 
. 14. Mitſius, Oeconom. Tad. lib. 3. cap. 5, 
7. Leidecker, Idea Theol. Reform. lib. 5. cap. 4. 
End Sinopſ. Theolog. lib. 5. cap. 4 Maſtricht, 
eol.— Theor. pract. lib. 2. cap. 1. and lib. 
F. cap. 6. . Uſher, Body of Divinity, P. 161. 
yW wen, on Fuſtification, cap. I. P. 111. and cap. 
„FE. P. 138, 139. and on Redemption, lib. 4. cap. 
. and on the Spirit, P. 524. Rutherfoord, on 
He Covenant of Grace, P. 209. Chriſt dying, 
WP. 450, 452. and Survey of Autinomianiſm, P. 


| Guthry, Saving Intereſt, cap. 3, 7. ; 
And it ye would have more, ye may con- 


her ſide of the Queſtion. I ſhall at pre- . 


43. Durham, on the Revelation, P. 263. and 


on alt Le Blanc, Theſes Theolog. de Fidei juſtifi- — 


hall Pantis Natura & Eſfſentia; who handles at 
arge the Sentiments of Reformers and Refor- 
ned Divings on this Head; and where ye 
„ TE ſhall 


(74 7 
ſhall find another Dozen of them cited to th 
ſame Purpoſe, viz. P— Martyr, Muſculu 
Zanchius, Perkins, and by him quoted, Brad 
Ford and Knox; alſo Davenant, Wittichin, 
Midmarius, Malaus, Meſtrezatius, and Þ 
Molinæus F. Ard to theſe he adds the Di 
vines of Great Britain Members of the Syn 

of Dort, and the whole Divines of the Weſit | 
minſter Aſſembly, in their Confeſſion of Faith 
Wherefore, (allow me to ſay it) ye ſhould 
have examined more accurately the Writingg 
of Reformers and Reformed Divine:, before 54 
claimed them wholly to be on your fide... 
I hope it ſhall not be found foreign to the 
latter in hand, if I ſhall obſerve to you 
the ' Occaſion, which obliged M. Le Blas 
unto this exact Scrutiny into the Sentiment 
of the Reformed in this Point. He had pub 
liſhed Theſes before concerning the Aſſurance 
which one may, and ought to have of his 
Juſtification before God. In theſe Theſes hel 
had maintained as the Doctrine of the Re 
formed, That Believers not only may attainl 
unto an Aſſurance of their being juſtified, and 
that they ſhall be ſaved ; bur Hos that it iq; 
their Duty, with all Bar re to endea- 
vour and ſeek after it: But withal, that it is 
not the proper and formal Act of ſaving and 
juſtifying Faith; That it doth ſuppoſe true 
Faith to be pre-exiſtent in the Soul, from 
which it ariſeth as a Fruit, and fo belongeth 
to the Perfection of Faith, but not to the 


— this 


ſence of it, or that Act of it whereby they 
e juſtified. Thereupon, he ſays, he was 


ook againſt the Reformed, as Subverters of 
hriſtian Morals. He doth not mention his 
ame, but 1 ſuppoſe he means M. Arnauld. 
This Popiſh Doctor chargeth him with de- 
i Arting and diſſembling the Doctrine of the 
cui ermed, who, as he pretends, do teach, by 
cingd mmon Conſent as their received Doctrine, 
re „hat this Aſſurance is the proper and formal 
ac of juſtifying Faith, and that it belongs 
o to its Eſſence, that a Man cannot be a 
rue Believer who wants it: And makes an 
andle of this alledged Doctrine about Aſ- 
entrance, to expoſe the Reformed. Le Blanc 
dublin his 1 heſes, De Fidei juſtificantis Natura 
ance” E/entia) on the other Hand, for his own 
Vindication, adduceth many Teſtimonies 
he ind Paſſages of Reformed Divines, and eſpe- 
Fe Tially ſuch who had treated this Matter of 
bake Purpoſe, to ſhew that this was not their 
ane emmon Doctrine, but that they were unjuſt- 
it and calumniouſly charged with it by the 
ea. omiſh Doctors; and that therefore he had 
+ i Rot deſerted the Reformed Doctrine, in main- 
andtaining, that this Affurance was not of the 
RON flence of Juftifying Faith. tt 2 
om A very little Reflexion will diſcover to you, 
erlow far your Conduct doth agree with that 
f the Popiſh Doctor. M. Arnauld chargeth 


ther, 3 n | 
- his Doctrine about Aſurance upon the Re- 


) the 
pou 
lan 


ce 
formed 


tacked by a Learned Man, who wrote a 
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Writings of a Multitude of Reformed Di: 


ſame Account, with deſerting and condemn{ 
ing the Doctrine of the Reformed ; in that yd 


ture of Faith its appropriating Act; and that 


| Marrow, which are the ſame with what out 
| Reformers and the Body of Reformed Divine 


Enemy of the Reformed,But in your Repreſen- 


RE 


Sd 76 + 2 
fermed in common; ye own the Charge to bMroac 
true, Le Blanc denies the Charge, and prove uni. 
it to be falſe, from Paſlages adduced from th La 


vines. But ye ſay, It is notour, that our Re 


V. 
formers, and the Body of reformed Divines ha» a 
taught ſo. Le Blanc pleads, That tho' iHan 
might have been taught by a few, yet wheio, ? 
the Popiſh Doctors impute this to the Body V. 
of Reformed Divines in common, they aro re. 
guilty of Slander, Again, Arnauld accuſetiMech;, 
le Blanc of deſerting the common and rey re 
ceived Dcctrine of the Reformed, becauſe hd 


maintained, That this Aſſurance is not of 
the Eſſence of Jultitying Faith,: And yd 
plainly charge the General Aſſembly on thg 


ſay, that they have excluded from the Na) 


ary 


1 


they have condemned theſe Paſſages of tho 


War. 


have taught: Le Blanc vindicates himſelf andi 
conſequently our Aſſembly, by many Te- 
ſtimonies. The Difference in the Caſe is, thathh 
Le Blanc a Reformed Divine Profeſſor in Sedan 
is reproached with deſerting the Doctrine of 
the Reformed, by a Popiſh Doctor a declared 


zation, the General Aſſembly of the Churchſwas 
of Scotland is charged with the ſame Re- 
TY 1 | proach 


J. 
roach, by twelve Miniſters of her own Com- 
union. This is a Lamentation and ſhall be for 


£ "# 


6d 


toh 
rove 


2 th Lamentation. And upon the whole, R. 
 DiWentlemen, I adviſe you, calmly to revolve 
Ken your own Minds, whether the General 
hauW ſlembly or ye, have given to Papiſts, the 


o it 
vhe ! on? | 3 
Bodi Ye ſeem to have been at a deal of Pains 
_ aro reconcile our Weſtminſter Confeſſion and Ca- 
uetMechiſms, with the Reformed Doctrine former- 
| rey received in this Church: And ye would 
e have us believe, that our Aſſemblies 1647, and 
648, thought, That receiving and reſting on 


andle to reproach our bleſſed Reforma- 


4 
It Of 


5 
* 
w 


d y4Chriſt for Salvation, (which is in the Veſtimin- 
thier Definition of Faith) did imply that Aſſu- 
mußſance, whereby they ordinarily deſcribed Faith 
t yeſßeſore that Time, Repreſent. P. 12. Here 
N Pe ſuppoſe, Thar in the received Doctrine of 
thahſthis Church before 1647, ſaving Faith was 
the Hefined by Aſſurance. But this ye have not 


> WIN 


ouſſzmade good from any publick approven Stan- 

ineiſ dards of Doctrine of this Church: (For pri- 
andFate Writings are not fo much to be regarded) 
Te-HAnd I think I have evinced the contrary from 
thatſfpur Confeſſion 15 60, where juſtifying Faith is 
dandeſcribed, by apprehending, embracing, receiving 
e OIChriſt and his Fuſtice and Satisfattion, and not 
aredWby AJſurance. How then could our Aſſembliès 
ſen· 1647, and 1648, think, That that A irande 
rch[was implied in Receiving and Reſting on Ch;i/! ? 
Re | „ Le 
ach 
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have learned them I know not) That there, 


theſe: For a ſound Explication of theſe Term 


| ledge? Is it an Act of the Underſtanding, q 
of the Will? For ye ſeem to place it in the 


_ appropriating Per ſwafion of Faith ; and it it b 


vealed concerning Chriſt and Salvation? Or 


and the Way of Salvation through him pro 
poſed in the Goſpel, which-appropriates, o 


Further, ye add, That by that Aſſu 


*. — 


Le go on to tell us what were our Aſſe 


they underſtood the fiducial Act, or appropriatiq 
Perſuaſion of Faith. I wiſh ye had here give 
a plain Account, of your own Thoughts « 


might open a Door unto an eaſier Accommol8 
dation betwixt the Aſſembly and you, in thil 
Point of Doctrine. Pleaſe then to declare 
what ye mean by this Fiducial AG; Is it 1 
the Soul betore a Man know that he hath tru 
Faith? Or doth it follow after that Know 


S 


Underſtanding, when ye explain, it by ai 


4 


a Per ſwafion, what is its Object 2. What is if 
that a Man is thereby perſwaded of? An 
ſeeing ye call this Perſwaſion the appropriat 
ing Act of Faith, whether is it the Aſſent o 


the Mind, and Perſwaſion of the Truth reh; 


Is it the Conſent of the Heart unto Carift; 


gives the Sinner an Intereſt in Chriſt 2 


“ rance they underſtood the fiducial Ac, offiÞ air 
? appropriating Perſuaſion of Faith, and noſ treat 
” that Aflurance treated of in the Y/eſtminYtain 


fte 


8 A 
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lem ger Confeſſion, which is a complex one, full 
ICC i and clear, containing not only the Aſſu- 
verell rance included in the direct Act of Faith, 
1atinlfl bur alſo, that which ariſeth from ſpiritual 
give Senſation and rational Argumentation; for 
iS ON which ſee Confeſſion, Chap. 18. Sect. 2. and 
erm z. where it is ſaid, Cc. In this Paſſage 
nmoſzne might be apt to think, that ye rank up 
1 thi Threefold Aſſurance, as diſtin& one from 
Wiother. For Firſt, Ye mention that Aſſu- 
ance which ye call the Fiducial Act, or ap- 
Propriating Perſwaſion of Farth. Of this ye 
ay, that it is not that Aſſurance treated of 
In the Weſtminſter Confeſſion, Again, ye ſay, 
What Aſſurance in the Weſtminſter Confeſſion 
Tontains yet two Aſſurances, that which is in- 
iuded in the direct Act of Faith, which 
akes a ſecond Aſſurance; and that which a- 
iſeth from ſpiritual Senſation in the reflex 
Act of Faith, and this makes a third Alu- 
Lance. But I preſume, ye deſign only two di- 
ſtinct Aſſurances, and that the Aſſurance 
ISwhich ye call the Fiducial Act, or appropriat- 
1ſt ing Perſwafion of Faith, is the ſame with what 
proſye call Aſſurance in the direct Act of Faith: 
\ OfSeeing, as I apprehend, ye will grant that 
both of them are the direct and appropriat- 
ſluſſing Act, and therefore Eſſential to ſaving 
„Faith. But when ye ſay, That the Aſſurance 
noſ treated of in the Weſtminſter Conſeſſion, con- 
y tains the Aſſurance that is in the direct _ 


of Faith, as well as that which ariſes fron 
© ſpiritual Senſation, I own I do not compre 
hend your Meaning. For as to the Aſſu- 
rance treated of in the Weſtminſter Confeſſion 
Chap. 18. and in Larg. Cat. Q. 80, 81. it i; 
expreſly declared, That it is not of the Eſſend 
of ſaving Faith, but that a true Believer maj 
wait long befgre he be Partaker of it. And if 
this Aflurance contain both that which is inf 
the direct and that which is in the reflex A& 
of Faith; then neither of them can be Ehen 
tial to ſaving Faith. But whatever Aſſu- 
rance in the direct Act be, and eſpecially if 
it be the appropriating Act, I cannot allow 
my ſelf to think, that ye ever defign'd to ex- 
elude it from the Nature and Eſſence of ſa- 
ving Faith; elſe ye your ſelves ſhould be 
guilty of what ye unwarrantably eharge up- 
on the General Aſſembly, Repreſent. P. 11. I 
therefore conjecture, there is ſome undeſigned 
Blunder in this Part of your Repreſentation, 
which none of you has duly adverted un- 
tO. „ 5 es 
In the Concluſion of this Head, Repreſent, 
P. 13. ye give it as your Opinion, That 
the late Aſſembly had done more ac-· 
? ceptable Service to God, had they diſco- 
vered the real Agreement between the more 
ancient and modern Way of deſcribing 
Faith, than to condemn the former as Er- 
roneous. 5 


£ 
I» 


— 


3 3 5 2a, | 

1 ow it is a good Office, to reconcile the 2 
different Expreſſions of Divines, when it cat 
be fairly done in a Conſiſtency with Truth. 
And I have given ſome Hints of this Kind in 


the preceeding Advices on this Head. But 


It is 15 
ena cannot be perſwaded, that to attempt an 
ma Agreement betwixt Error and Truth, will e. 


er be acceptable Service to God. Llove to 
be plain, if any Divine, ancient or modern, 
does, as the Marrow of Modern Divinity, main- 
ain, That ſaving Faith, which the Goſpel 

equires of all its Hearers, and without which 
none of them can be true Believers, is, 4A 
Mans Perſwaſion that Chriſt is his, that he ſhall 
ex-. Ve Javed by him, and that whatſoever Chriſt did 
ſa-· Wor the. Redemption of Mankind, he did it for him, 
1 bend. ſo dim for him; I think this is an Error, 
zecauſe it is contrary to Scripture, and our 
1. I Fonfeſſion and Catechiſms. And to endea- 
our to bring the oppoſite Truth into an 
\greement with it, were no honeſt Office in 


nd Wiſdom of a Venerable Afembly. 
Wherefore, you'll allow me co think and 
ay, that the Aſſembly had very good Ground 
Jo mark this Notion of Faith as erroneous. 
\nd I am confirmed in my Thoughts of the 
quity and Orthodoxy of the Aſſembly's 
udgment, by the Reaſons. which ſome Re- 
Formed Divines advance againſt this Error. 
ſhall mention ſome 4 them. They _ 
= that 


ny Man; and very unbecoming the Candor 
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 thar juſſiſying Faith, whereby a Man an- Th 


that Chriſt is his, &c. And therefore, this 


82 


ſwers the Goſpel Call, and becomes a true f raf 
Believer, doth not (as the Marrow teacheth) 3 


cConſiſt in the Man's Perſwaſion that Chriſt is anc 


his, that he ſhall be ſaved, that whareverſſbel! 
he did it for him, that Chriſt died for him, Seri 


and that God, for Chriſt's Sake, hath pardo- the 


T 


ned all his Sins: And that becauſe, Per 
1. The Goſpel doth not reveal and ſay toſſ tere 
every one in particular, Chriſt is dead for. 4 
you, your Sins are pardoned, you ſhall haveſct01 
Life and Salvation. And therefore the Faithlſexiſ 


e 


required in the Goſpel, doth not conſiſt in afÞit, - 


Man's being perſwaded of theſe Things. Fru 


For what God doth not ſpeak, the Man hath wh. 
no Warrant directly to believe. 7 


2. Becauſe the Faith required of all theſſ a cc 
Hearers of the Goſpel, is no where in Scrip-| M1 
ture explained, by a Man's being perſwaded} He: 

| 4 this 


Perſwaſion is not the ſame with the Believ-Iſelf. 
ing required. Believing on Chriſt, is ſome- Un 


times explained by receiving him, Joh. 1. 12, | {tro 
and by coming unto him, Joh. vi. 36. But it i wa 


no where explained, as the Marrow doth that Stat 


Goſpel Call, Acis xvi. 31. Believe on the Lord and 


Jeſus Chriſt; that is, Be verily perſwaded ini mor 


your Heart, that Jeſus Chriſt is yours, that 21, 
you ſhall have Life and Salvation by him, &. oe 


* 
* 


an- This Pataphraſe of that Let 1s dot wats 

true ranlted by the Word of God. 9 2 OL, 
eth) 3, Beeauſe Remifſion' of Sins, Adoption 
iſt js and Safvation ate promiſed to them, wha 
ever! believe on Chtiſt according to the Goſpel 
ind, Call; Bur theſe Premiſes are no where in 
nim, Scripture annexed to this Perſwaſion: And 


do- Ichetekore it is not that Believing, whereby a 


Perſon anſwers the Goſpel Cal 


Hh. ed pt <.. I, and is in- 
tereſted in the Promiſees. 


5 
5 7 


0 „% 
"for 4. Where this Perſwaſion is true and gra- 
gave cious, it ſuppoſeth true Faith to be pre- 
aithllexiſtent; and flows from a ſpiritual Senſe of 
in allit, in the Soul: And fo it is a conſequent 
ngs. Fruit, but not of the Eſſence of that Faith, 
jathl which conſtitutes a ttue Believer. 
IF. If this Perſwaſion be not allowed to be 
theſla conſequent Fruit of ſaving Faith; and if 
rip- ¶Miniſters of the Goſpel ſhall call all their 
ded} Hearers' directly and immediately to believe 
this] this of themſelves, they may make Plenty of 
ey. ff ſelf-deceiving Hypocrites. And that the 
me- Unregenerate and Reprobate may have a 
12 ſtrong, but deluſive and preſumptuous Per- 
it is ſ\waſion of their being in a ſafe and happy 
hat State and Condition, will be readily granted; 
Lord and may be evinced from the following Teſti- 
q ini monies of Sctipture, Prov. xxx. 12. Matth. vii. 
harlf21, 22. Gal. vi. 3. 1 The. v. 3. Jam. i. 22. 
Cell and ii. 14, 15, 20. And I think it very pro- 
bable, that ſomewhat of this Leaven had crept 
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Witneſs teſtifies, that 
miſerable, and poor, and blind, and naked; 


0 
into the Church of Laodicea: 


For this Pers 
ſwaſion is expreſt, Rev. iii. 16. in her ſaying, 
I am rich, and increaſed with Goods, and have 
+ Need of Nothing. But the faithful and true | 


ſhe was wretched and 


and yet knew it not. Now, if ſuch a Per- 


ſwaſion may be in unrenewed, yea, and re- 
| probate Hypoerites, ſurely it cannot be of 


the Eſſence of juſtifying and ſaving Faith. 


6. Becauſe of the dangerous and diſmal 
Tendency of this Doctrine. For, (I.) It is 


dangerous to the Souls of People; for when 
they are taught, that there is no more for 
them to do, but only to be perſwaded, that 
Jeſus Chriſt is theirs, that they ſhall have 
Life and Salvation by him, that he is dead 
for them, and that their Sins are pardoned 
for his Sake ; and that this Perſwaſion is 
that Faith which they are called unto in the 


_ Goſpel : And when People receive this Do- 
. Qrine, and take up this Perſwaſion about 


themſelves, without any real gracious Change 


In their Hearts, they are led into Preſumption 
and Deluſion, to think themſelves to be Some- 


thing, when they are Nothing, and to ſpeak 


Peace and Safety to themſelves, when God | 


ſpeaks no Peace unto them. (2.) It is dan- 
gerous, as it tends to harden People in Sin, 
and render them careleſs about Repentance, 


2 and the Study of Holineſs. For ſeeing ſuch 


—— 


that Grace might abound. But the Apoſtle 


5 

a Perſwaſion may be in a Soul deſtitute of 
a Principle of ſpiritual Life, what other In- 
fluence can it have upon 2 Sinner ſpiritually 

dead ? Such an one will, from this Perſwa- 


ſion, be eaſily further perſwaded, that he 


needs not repent: and forſake his Sins, in or- 


| der to the Pardon of them. And ſeeing he 


thinks he is ſure of his Salvation, and has 
that Faith that gives him all Things at once, 


that are needful to his Salvation; and that 


he ſtands in Need of Nothing, he'll readily 
conclude, that he needs not follow Holineſs, 
1or do good Works in Obedience to the 
Law of God. The Apoſtle Fames points at 
ſuch, who vainly vaunted, that they had 
Faith withour Works : But he tells them, 
that their Faith could not ſave them, but 


was dead, Fam. ii. 14, 17, 18. And ſuch will 


be nw to abuſe the Doctrine of free Grace, 
and from this Perſwaſion to conclude, that 


| being already juſtified and ſaved, God wil? 


not love them a whit the leſs, tho" they commit 
never ſo many or great Sins. The Apoſtle in- 
ſinuates, Rom. vi. 1, That ſome made the 
Inference, that they might continue in Sin, 


rejects this with Deteſtation. And 1 Joh. ii, 


4. He that ſaith, 1 know him, and keepeth not 
bis Commandments, is a Liar, and the Truth ts 
at in him. . 


F 3 Now 


Now, * all e jhgth, hes G6d..R 


Centlemen, I hope ye m omg to an, Agree- 
ment with the Veierable Aſſembly on. this = 
Head, about the Nature of Faith; if ye;ſball Fr 
adhere to our Confeſſion and Carcchifims, and 1 
mall explain the direct and reflex Ads of Chi 
Faith, ae unto their genuine. Mean- «ot 
I | 
b. . Ye will own, That among F Fo | — 
Acts of Faith, there 18, beſides Knowledge, pe: 


an Aſſent of the Mind, whereby a Chriſtian 
believeth to be true whatſoever 6085 led in. Sin. 


the Word, for the Authority of od himſelf . 
ſpeaking therein, Confeſſ. Chap. 14.$ Bro $96 4 
more particularty, allenteth to the Truth of alt 


the Promiſe of the Goſpel, Larg:.Ca „Q. 72 
And it will be granted to you, that in this irs 
A ent there is an Aſſuxance, or, fim 727755 5 
ſion of the Truth of the Goſpel, concerning 
Chriſt the Saviour, and the Way, of Salyarion, 
Fong his Mediation 18 | ure 
ER 2. That there is the Heart's" Approbatiaus of, | 
Th, and Conſens unto. Chriſt, 850 a Way of Sal- 

4.4 vation through Him.“ Thistis thay Accepting: has 
and | Receivig of f Chr web our f lee Ie 


ranks amon the princip ct of © 
Faith, Confe 5. Chap. 14: 2. An d. ĩs. 4 = ſpe 
= an Gar Th 12 ©: a $:2., A tio 
Catech.. This. ſuppoſes the Goſpel, Tit 
Call and © leer, and FOG rom the renewed. 


Will; and — Sinners . the 3 


(8933 


ing their wills, ſo as they are hereby made willing 
bai and able freely t6 anfer his Call, and to accept 


R. Call, and embrace the Offer. Larg. Catech, f 
e Q. 67. — Renewing,. and powerfully determin= 


bal and embrace the Grace offered and conveyed 
e therein. Hereby the Sinner gets Intereſt in 


0 pt prog AM A ww SIPS LETT ; Cad a » 
of Chrift as his; and therefore, yell allow this 


* to be the appropriating Act of Faith; which 
is the ſame with applying Larg. Catech. Q. 73. 
„Huth Juſtifies a Sinner, — only as it ts an Inſtru- 
ment, by vhich he receiveth and applieth Chr iſt 

„and bis Righteouſneſs, For hereby, as the 
-1c Sinner betakes and applies himſelf to Chriſt, 
ſo he receives and applies Chriſt to himſelf, 


3. Ve will own that Truſt in Chriſt is ano- 


and Carechiſms. call a reſting upon Chriſt, 
and'reckon it one of the principal Acts of 


tion. AndTthink, ye'll allow this to be the 


8 
4 ſpel, will alſo reſt upon Chriſt for his Salva- 
I: 


* Fiducial Act of Faith: For it imports the 
1 Soul's truſting in, lippening to, and relyin 
—_— 


ther ditect Act of Faith. This our Confeſſion 


for his Relief: And hereunto ye may alſo; 
aſcribe an. Aſſurance, if thereby ye underſtand 
the Heart's Stabilit) and Steadineſs in this, 


4 
» 
F 


9 
— 
P 
4 
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ſaying Faith. It is inſeparable from the for- 
mer: För the Sinner, who through Grace 
has been made willing and able to give his 
Heart's Conſent unto Chriſt, and the Way 
of Salvation propoſed and offered in the Go- 


upon ' Chriſt for Ae And unto this chifn 
Act, ye may likewiſe aſcribe an Aſſurance ; | wha! 
if thereby ye underſtand the Soul's Firmneſs 1. 
and Stedfaſtneſs in its Truſting in Chriſt, jor. 
But when an Aſſurance is granted to be in ¶ paſſe 
this Fiducial Act, ye muſt not think, that it Hof th 

is an Act of the Underſtanding, whereby a know 
Man is verily perſwaded, that Chriſt died for Hof hi 
him in particular, that he is in the Eſtate of Þ 
Grace, and that he ſhall be ſaved. For this 
Truſt is an Act of the Will, as it is deſcribed 

m our Confeſ. Chap. 14. f. 2. - Reſting upon 
Chriſt alone for 7 uſtification, Sancti fication. 
and Eternal Life, by Virtue of the Covenant of 
Grace. And Larg. Catech. Q. 72. By juſtify: fre n 


ing Faith, a Sinner reſteth upon Chriſt and his 
Righteouſneſs, for Pardon of Sin, and for the 
accepting and accounting of his Perſon righteous in 
the Sight of God for Salvation. Here Chriſt is 
the Obie of this Fiducial Act, and the 
End which the Soul aims at therein, is for 
Pardon, for Acceptance, and for Salvation 
from and through him. Truſting in Chriſt 
for Salvation, and a Perſwaſion that J ſhall 
be ſaved are different Acts. The former is a 
direct Act of Faith, the latter ariſeth from 
the reflex Act, as will further appear, when 
we come to ſpeak of it. VVV 
If ye ſhall agree with the Aſſembly in theſe 
direct Acts of Faith, I hope ye ſhall not differ 
from the Doctrine of our Confeſſion and Cate- 


118 chiſms, with reſpect unto the reflex Act, and 
e; what ariſeth therefrom, And, 
els 1. Ye grant that there is a Spiritual Senſa- 
iſt, Ntion. Hereby a Believer reviewing what hath 
paſſed in his own Soul, may, hy the Aſſiſtance 


it ot the Spirit ſhining on his Graces, come to 

' 2 know that he hath that true Faith required 
or of him in the Goſpel, This is that reflex 
of RAG of Faith, by which a Believer diſcovers. 
is he inward Evidences of thoſe Graces, unto 
d uhich the Promiſes are made, Confeſſ. Chap. 18, 


. 2. and Larg. Cat. Q. 80. The Spirit is 
, aid to enable true Believers to diſcern inthem- 
f elves thoſe Graces, to which the Promiſes of Life 
= Fre made. , 5 
is | 2. Hence by the Aſſiſtance of the Spirit, 
be They are enabled to infer and conclude, that 
in ſhe good Things promiſed unto Believers, do 
is pelong unto them; that Chriſt is theirs ; that 
e [they are God's Children, and that they. ſhall - 
pe ſaved : And unto this Concluſion, the Spi- 
n flit of Adoption gives his concurring Telti. 
t ſhony, witneſſing with dur Spirits, that we 
Il Fe the Children of God. This our Confeſſi- 
2 In calleth certain and infallible Aſſurance, 
1 Pap. 18. Y. 1, 2, and Layg. Cat. Q. 80. By 
ne Spirit bearing Witneſs with their Spirits, 
at they are the Children of God, Believers may 
infallibly aſſured, that they are in the Eſtate 
Grace, and ſhall perſevere therein unto Sal- 
tion: But this Aſſurance is not of _—_ 


* { * 5 
ſence of Faith; nor always peſtle from 
it, Conf. Chap. 18. H. 3. Larg. Cat. Q 81 
Such a Perſwaſiom of a Man's Salvation can 
not but affect and influente his Will and Affe. 

ctions: Hence, enn 
3. There. is  notlies; aud 4 farther Fida- 
Gal Ad, founded upoꝶ this Murance. Here-· 
by the true Believers knowing that he is in a 
juſtified Eſtate, and that he ſhall certainly be 
ſaved, doth-eruſt-i in, and reſt upon the Mer- 
CY: Loe, Grare, Faithfulneſs, Wiſdom, 
Power and Might 'of his All-ſuMcient Savi- 
our, whereby he ſhall be defended againſt E. 

nemies, ſupported under Difficulties, and ſafe- 
ly kept unto the Poſſeſſion of that Salvation, 
whiereunto: he knows he chath''a Right in. 22 
Chriſt : But ſeeing this fiducial Alt doth ariſt 
from the former Aſuraice, ye will * atktiow- 
ledge: that it doth not belong to the Eſſence of 
that Faith, —— a Sinner” i is Jy hed be- 
fore God. 

Now, if ye ſhall agree withoite Alſembi) 
in theſe Poſitions” about the direct and reflex 
Acts, vrhich are ſo plainly ſet forth in our 
Conteſſion and Catechiſms; I hope there ſhall 
Far, © no more Debate about t e* "Nature of ß 
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N your Hife Read) ye ey pre, dag 
13. That the following Pailage is con- 
„ demned, vir. The Father: e made a Deed 
' of Gift and Grant unto all Mankind, that 
' whoſoever _— i hall believe in his Son; pull: 0 
not peniſb; 1 ſutprizing tous gc. And then 
e go on to paſs your Gnlurto upon this ſe- 
of ond Article 66 the: Aſſembly's Act; which T 
hall afterwar®eonfider, 1412! | 
I findl ys wet not yet tetovered out of; your” 
4 Furprize, w whe ye came -to'rhis Head, elle ye ye 
ad not let this Paragraph pf youfr Hands 
In ſuch a Dreſs, as if it Had never been to Be 
a" Enquired into, or compared: With the Artiele 
1 E che Act, whleh could not readily be expe- 
or ted of a Paper given in with. ſueh Golentily * 
Joa General Aſſembly. And if-ye- ſhall: take | 
in unbyaſs d Review of this. Article, ye may 
ee how gwundleſs your Surprize was. 1 * 
all therefore recite it, as it ſtands. in“ the 
. 5 
3 1 of 


2=-- 06 


will 


0 


.- 


Page [of Marrow] 108. © Chriſt hath ta- 
© ken upon him the Sins of all Men. P. 1 19, 
c The Father hath made a Need of Gift and 
* Grant unto all Mankind, that whoſoeyer 
* of them all ſhall believe in his Son, ſhall 
„ not periſh, &c. [here the Aſſembly adds 
for Explication] „i. e. Whoſoever believes, 
* or is perſwaded that Chriſt is his; for this 
© muſt be the Senſe, according to the former 
& Paſſages. [ The Aſſembly goes on in quot - the A 
ing what remains of this Paſſage.] Hence pag· 
it was, that Chriſt ſaid to his Diſciples, Go Head 
« and preach the Goſpel to every Creature under not hi, 
. Heaven; that is, Go and tell every Man Ithis! 
c without Exception, That here is Good- e me 
News for him; Chriſt is dead for him. |Whic 
ce Fyen ſo our good King, the Lord of Hea- not 
„ ven and Earth, hath, for the Obedience 
e and Deſert of our good Brother Jeſus Chriſt, 
c pardoned all our Sins. To the ſame Pur- 
« poſe, Pag. 127. and 128. Here (ſays the 
«* Aſſembly) is aſſerted an univerſal Redem- 
4 ption as to Purchaſe, contrary to John x. 
44 15, 27, 28, 29. and xy. 13, 17. Titus ii. 
4 14. Conf. Chap. 3. 96. Chap. 8. 9 8. Larg. 
Cat. Q. 59. A 


Here 


Here the Aſſembly declares the Doctrine of 
an univerſal Atonement and Pardon, or of 
niverſal Redemption, as to Purchaſe, to be 
rroneous. Now if ye adhere to our Con- 
feſſion and Catechiſms, ye cannot juſtly blame 
hem for this. Next, To ſhew, that the 
arrow 1s chargeable with this erroneous 
Doctrine, they adduce two Paſſages, one from 
pag. 108. and the other from pag. 119. con- 
inued in pag. 120. And, as to this, ye do not 
deny, that this was truly the Opinion of the 
arrow; nor do ye expreſly ſay, that theſe 
dduced Paſſages do not prove the Charge; 
or do ye attempt to put another Senſe upon 
Ithe Author's Words, It is true, in Repreſent. 
pag. 16. ye ſay, That pag. 127. 128. upon the 
Head of univerſal Atonement, ſeem to contain 
nothing of what is charged upon them: But 
this is a tacite Conceſſion, that the Charge 
is made good by the other adduced Paſlages, 
which ye do not quarrel upon that Score, as 
not containing what is charged upon them. 
Wherefore (allow me to ſay it) I cannot ju- 
ſtifie your Treatment of this Article of the 
\fſembly's Act. I know, Mens diſcerning 
Faculty may be ſometimes leſed by the noxi- 
dus Influence of imbib'd Prejudices and ele- 
ated Paſſions, which make Things appear 
to them otherwiſe than they really are, as all 
hings are ſaid to appear yellow to a Man 
affected with the Jaundice, which is aſcribed . 
„„ unto 


(9 

tins the overflowing E- ae. „Bur Kl 
pable Infirmitics cannot jaultifie u 
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Well; what- Etior dath the Aſſembly here 
maintain? What Injury have they done to 
Fruth ? 1 could appeal to the Judgment of 
any indifferent Perſon; yea, even an- Adverſa- 
rf; if there be any {Thing in' this Article, 
which 4 Miniſter of the Church of Scotland, 


who | proteſſerth to own her recely'd Doctrine, 


can july blame; but it ſeems ye were reſolv Fi 


to pick ſome Quarrel with it: And therefore, 
ye cull out a 


paſſing the firſt quoted Paſſage, 

Part of the ſecond; ye omit the Words ad- 

ded by the Aſſembiy, to clear the Author's 

| Meaning, and ye leave out the following 
Part of che Paſſage, which makes plain the 

Senſe of the former Part, as if it had not 

been adduced by the Aſſembly. Is this fair 

Dealing ? Bur without ſuch Treatment, there 

could be no Handle taken to reproach the 
Aſſembly. 

But ye fay, The Aﬀembl has coudemned the 
Father's Deed of Gift, and Grant unto all Man- 
kind. But why might they not condemn this, 

when, in the Author's Senſe, it imports an 
Error? Hind that it doth import an univerſal 

Atonement, will be evident to any who con- 

| fiders the Author's Text and Context. The 


Words, as they ſtand in the Marrow, pag. 119, 
are, I beſeeeh'| you, conſider that God the 
7 Father 


nctecent A* 


1 F 
« Father, as he is in the Son Jeſus Chriſt, 


moved with nothing but with his free Love 
„to Mankind loſt, hath made a Deed of 


Gilt and Grant unto them all, That, ho- 


„ ſoever of them all ſhall believe in this his. 


« Son, ſhall not periſh, but have eternal Life; 
The Aſſembly doth concetve,. that there is 
here imported an univerſal Atonement and 


Fardon, or Redemption as to Purchaſe ;. 
and as to Application, that it is made effe- 


ual only to ſuch who believe, or are per- 
ſwaded that it doth belong to them. Here 
the Love of God is made univerſal unto all 
Mankind loſt, in ſo far,as the Gift and Grant 
is extended to them all. Chriſt is gifted un- 
to them all, to die for them, and to make 
an Atonement for their Sins, and hereupon 
Pardon andeternal Life are granted to all; 
but theſe Benefits are applied only to them 
who perſwade themſelves that they do belong. 
unto. them. That this is the Senſe of the 
Words and Meaning of the Author, the Aſ- 
ſembly ſhews, Firſt, From his Notion. of 
Faith, Ipo ſoever of them all ſhall believe, that 
is,be perſwaded thatChriſt is his: Foy (ſays the 
Aſſembly) this muſt be the Senſe, according to the 
former Paſſages. In the former Paſſages, he had 
beenexhorting Neophytas to believe on the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, and tells him what Believing is: 
That is, (ſays he) Be verily perſwaded in your 
Heart, that Jeſas Chriſt i5.y0urs, and W | 
5 > all 


Ball have Life and Salvation by him; that whats not! 
ſoever Chriſt did for the Redemption of Mankind, Artie 
he did it for you. Hereupon Neophytus en-the / 
quires, Hath ſuch an one as I any Warrant tflwhic 
believe in Chriſt? that is, to be perſwaded ye ha 
t that he is mine, G. And indeed Neophytus . C 
had Reaſon to enquire for this Warrant; for . ;þ; 
it is not propoſed in the Goſpel to Neophytus, Ic th 
| 

} 


and every ſingle Hearer, that Chriſt is his, l.“ Ez 
and that he,  Neophytus, and every other I hi 
Hearer by Name ſhall be ſaved. And to be be G 
perſwaded of this, without a Warrant from pz; 
God, were but ſelf-deceiving Preſumption. I be ( 
Wat doth Evangeliſta anſwer to this? What Red. 
Warrant doth he produce? Even God's uni- Gral 
verfal Deed of Gift to Mankind loſt, and Iply ⸗ 
Grant unto them all, that Chriſt is theirs, le E 
died for them, and made Atonement for their J ye 
Sins. And if Chriſt hath not done this for . ar 
all and every one of Mankind, and if God hath 
not revealed this in his Goſpel, and yet, if eve- 
| ry Hearer, by a direct and immediate Act of 
. aith, be obliged to believe this for himſelf; 
. | then every Hearer would be bound to believe 

' 

| 


what is not revealed to him, and every repro- 
bate Hearer would be bound by the Com- 
mand of God, to believe what is really falſe, 
This I take to be the Force of the Aſſembly's 

firſt Reaſon; from the Author's Notion of Be- 
lievinꝑ, to ſhew,that his Word imports an uni- 
verſal Redemption; and therefore ye ſhould 


2 EE > 

not have omitted it, 190 repreſenting this 
Article of the Aſſembly's Act. 2dly, They ſhew 
the Author's Meaning, by adding his Words 
which follow in that ſame Paſlage, and which 
ye have alſo omitted, viz. Hence it was, that 
« Chriſt ſaid to his Diſciples, Go, and preach. 
the Goſpel to every Creature under Heaven; 
« that is, Go and tell every Man, without 
“Exception, that here is good News for 
e him, Chriſt is dead for him. Now, if this 
be Goſpels to be believed by every Hearer, 
that Chriſt is dead for him ; then there. muſt 
be (in the Author's Opinion) an univerſal 
Redemption, whereupon the Deed of Gift and 
Grant unto them all is founded. The Aſſem- 
bly adds further of the Author's Words, wiz; 
« Even ſo our good King, the Lord of Hea- 
e ven and Earth, hath, for the Obedience 

<« and Deſert of our good Brother Jeſus Chriſt, 
* pardoned all our Sins.” Here is an uni- 
erfal Pardon aſſerted, which every Heater of 
the Goſpel is to perſwade himſelf of, without 
doubting. And it neceſſarily ſuppoſes an u- 

niverſal Atonement made by Chriſt, unleſs ye 
uppoſe that Pardon is granted without that, 
Atonement, which is made by the Blood of 


% Chriſt. Now, ſeeing the Author's Words do 
'S co plainly import this Error, why ſhould it 
. Pe /uprifing to you, that the Afſembly hath 
Ay ed lembly ha 


condemned this Paſſage? 


. _ G6 1 0 44 G B 4 
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But ye ſay, It is ſurprizing to us, when in 
« the condemned Paſſage it ſelf, extracted 
ce forth of the ſacred Records, we read that 
© Decd of Gift and Grant, by which we 
4 underſtand no more, but the Revelation of ſtan 
* the divine Will in the Word, affording a tho 
& Warrant to offer Chriſt to all, and a War- Fai 
rant unto all to receive him. But, | tiev 
1. Ye may ſee from what hath been ſaid, his, 
that it will be refuſed you, and ye ſhall never Th 
be able to make it good, that this Deed of the 
Gift, as it ſtands in the Words of that Paſ-Þ int 
ſage, and in the Senſe and Meaning ot the! \ 
Author, is extracted forth cf the ſacred Re- of t 
cords. There ſeems indeed to be in it an had 
Alluſion unto John iii: 16. Foy God ſo loved | ſent 
the World, &c. But that Text makes not to the. 
the Purpoſe, unleſs ye adopt the Arminian afor 
Gloſs, to extract from it an univerſal Redem- | Cal 
ption, which ye have not yet plainly owned, 
nor can own, if ye honeſtly adhere to our 

Confeſſion and Catechiſms. - ' | 

2. Ye tell the Aſſembly, what ye under · groi 
ſtand by this een of Gift and Grant, and your 0 
Senſe ik e ſound. Charity obliges mag 
to judge the beſt: But if ſo, then your Senſe 
is not that of the Author, nor what is con- 
demned by the Aſſembly. If indeed, by: a 
Warrant to offer Chriſt to all, ye ſhould under- 
Rand that ye have Warrant to tell every one 
of your Hearers, without Exception, on 


» 


| the Aſſembly 5 but; I hope, ye will not give 


likewiſe. own. 


\ 
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Chriſt is dead for fed hath made an A 
tonement for his Sins, and that Chrif} is his; 
and that he ſhall be faved ;.and if, by dar- 
rant unto all to receive Chriſt, ye ſhould under- 
ſtand, that every one of your Hearers is au- 


. * . 


thorized and commanded, by a dire& A& of 


Faith, in Anſwer to the Goſpel-Call, to Be- 
lieve, or be yerily perfwaded chat Chriſt is 
his, and. died for him, and ſhall ſave him; 
This Senſe, I acknowledge, is condemned by 


When therefore ye ſhall review this Article 
of the Aﬀembly's Act, ye will own, that ye 
had no ſufficient Ground to think (as Nepre- 
ſent. p. 14.) that the Aﬀembly*s Treatment 
the. ſaid Paſſage doth incroach upon the Warrant: 
afore ſaid, unteſs. ye think, that the Offer and 
Call of the Goſpel do neceffarity ſuppo 


ſe 4 
further Extent of Chriſt's Death, than to the 
Elect only, or them that ſhall be ſaved: | Yell 
vn, your further Charge. to be 
groundleſs, viz. That the Aſſemibly har alſe 
incroachod. upon Sovereign Grace, which hath 
made this Graut, not to Devils; but unto Men- 
in Terms, than which none can be imagined more 
extenſive, - An heavy Charge! Pray, wherein 
hath the Aſſembly made Inoroachment upori 
Sovereign Grace? They do” indeed acconnt 
univerfal Atonement and Pardon to be an 
Error ;. but is it an Ineroachment upoti Sove= | 
2 : | G 2 reign 


PR is 


-xeign Grace, if Chriſt's redeeming Love and 
Gods pardoning Mergy be not extended un- 
to all Mankind, or to every Hearer of the 
Hoſpel? If this be a limiting of Sovereign 
Brace, they muſt be excuſed ; for they veri- 
4y believe that God himſelf doth declare, 
that this his Grace is not extended unto all. 
They think the Sovereignty of Grace lies not 
in the extending of it to all Mankind, but in 
God's chooſing and pitching out whom he 
pleaſes, to make the Objects of his peculiar 
avour, without reſpect to any Thing in 
them, to engage him thereto. He hath Mercy 
on whom he will have Mercy: As the Sove- 
reignty of Grace appears in its being exten- 
” d, not to Devils, but to Men; ſo God 
ches the ſame Sovereignty, in beſtowing 
his Grace upon ſome of them, and not upon 
others. But what do ye mean by God's ma- 
king this Grant unto Men, in Terms, than which 
none can be imagined more extenſive? It may be 
expected, that ye will more fully explain your 
Mind, what this Grant is, and what are the 
Terms in which it is made. Do theſe Terms 
import, that God hath extended the unſpeak- 
able Gift of his own Son Jeſus Chriſt, and all 
his rich Purchaſe, unto all and every one of 
Mankind loſt? If not, then ſome, ye know, 
have imagined Terms more extenſive. Again, 
ye will declare plainly, if ye hold this Gift and 


Grant of Sovereign Grace to be abſolute, and 
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expreſſed i in the Terms of an abſolute Proniiſe ; : 


or conditional, and upon the Terms of Fait 


and Repentance? If abſolute, and in Terms 
of an abſolute Promiſe, whereby God hath 
engaged his Faithfulneſs to beſtow his ſav ing 


Gifts upon all the Hearers of the Goſpel, 


whom the Word of Salvation is ſent; then, 
whence is it that all Men have not Faith, 'for 


it is the Gift of God? If this Gift and 


Grant be conditional, and upon the Terms of 


Faith and Repentance; then I readily grant 
you, that God,' by this Deed of Gift, hath 


promiſed to beſtow Pardon of Sins and etèer- 
nal Salvation upon all them that repent and 


believe: But no Man bught to imagine Terms 
more extenſive. And if ye ſhall imagine, —5 


this Grant is made in more extenſive 
and ſhall extend God's Deed of Gift, ind | 
Promiſe of Grace and Glory unto others, who 


do not repent and believe; ye ſhed produce 


your Warrant for ſo With "pally, in'a 
Word, ye will declare, if, b 


Gift and Grant to all Mankind, ye under- 

ſtand God's Covenant af Grate, or any Thing 

elſe beſides it? ICIONN. {<4 
Now, after all thai hath” been faid; ye 


may come to an Agreement with the Aſſembiy 
on this Head of Doctrine, if ye ſhall plainly 
"own, according to our Confeffon and F Cates . 


chiſms, theſe Poſitions. 


83 L. Thar 


this Deed of 


„ 4 
10 
15 


Pute 


made, not to Devils, but to Men, he freely 
offereth unto Sinners a Mediator, and Lite 


Faith in him, as the Condition to intereſt 
2 in him, that they may be Gaved, fel 


hens all, but promiſeth and giveth his- holy] che 
Spirit to all his Elect, to make; them willing low 
and able to believe, Conf. Chap. 7 $: 23: and Fre 


1 Cat. | 

fog: Tua EE -cion, asto Purchaſe, i is off Bo 
no Further Extent, than the effectual Appli- det 
cation of it; but that to all thoſe for SR Bu 
Chriſt bath purehaſed Redemption, he doth ing 
certainly and effeftually apply and commun- en 
gate the ſame, w_ 9 9 8. vie 


And 


„ | 

. That che Lord Jeſus Chrif, b y his per- 
ſect Obedience, and Sacrifice of himſelf, hath 
ſatisfied the Juſtice of his Father, and 
aſed not only Reconciliation, but ai 
rlaſting Inheritance in the Kingdom . of 
ae, ſor all thoſe whom the Father bath 
given unto him, Conf. Chap. 8. $ F. and that 
none other are redeemed by Chriſt, effectualiyj 
Falke, jutified, adopted, Tangibed and :ſav- 
ed, but the Elect "only,  Conjeſſ. Chap. 3 


6. 
2. That i in God's Deed of Gift and 8 


and Salvation by him, requiring of them 


3 Larg. Cat. ( 32. 79 
„That by no Deed of Gift, 1 hath 
11 himſelf to beſtow the Grace of Faith 


(: wan J 
And if ye, ſhall 0 reject the Errors op- 


in Doctrine upon this Head. 


of the. Motives 4 
ence, and of the e 


Auf the A nb yen Fi eb. Af 


7 Heſe are the Five Heads of your DOR 


polite unto, and inconſiſtent with theſe Poſi- 
tions, there ſhall be no Occaſion of Diviſion 


YO] 
SECTION VII. 


en 4 Obedi- 


* 


ſentation, wherein ye aver, that the 
Gal Aſſembly 1720, hath wronged Goſpels 
Truth, and that it has ſuffered by their F Sth 


AZ, incitled, 


G 4 


& concerning @ Book, intitled 
the Marrow of Modern Di vinity. There fol- 
low in. your Repreſent. p. 14, 15, 16, 17. other 
Froe Heads, wherein ye undertake to repreſent 

the hard Treatment, which that con emned 

Book has met with, when under the Conſi- 
deration of that Aſſembly, in ſeveral Inſtances. 
But theſe Inſtances being all about the Mean» 
ing of the Marrow, I have reſolved not to 
enter upon that Diſpute in this Friendly Ad- 
vice: And therefore, I ſhall wave them. Now 
that 


* 


„ BE; = 
that I think ye pre du ch genuine Senfe of is '3 
the Author more exactly than the Aſſembly ; || that 
bat becaufe I think Goſpel Truth, and the Ane 
received Doctrine of this Church, is a Mat- wit! 
ter of greater Concernment, than the Opi- || tho 
nion of har Writer. And, if Harmony in || of © 
Doctrine ſhall be ſincerely maintained, ac- | Wo! 
. cording to qur approven Standards; I hopę || and 
_- Diſputes about the Meaning of that Author, ¶ and 
which is of leſs Moment, may ſoon come to ot R 
ee 
There is one Article in that A4 of Af- 150 
 Jembly, whiexein they blame the Marrou for || fron 
not allowing, Fear of Puniſhment, aud Hope || and 
of Reward, to be Motives of a Believer's Obe- | and 
dience; which ye have not touched in your I $ 6: 
'. firſt Pive Heads, It is true, ye do mention Ihr 
5 1 in your ſecond Clafs of Heads, among the Thi 
Inſtances wherein ye conceive that Book has Etei 
met with hard Treatment from the Aſſembly ; I ther 
but in this Reſpe& I paſs it, without en- Obe 
DT quiring, if —_——— againſt the Marrow, Jufito 
be fairly deducible from the Paſſages cited thre: 


| it among the Articles, wherein, as ye alledge, | © I. 
| Goſpel Truth hath ſuffered ; I may infer I tion, 
your Agreement with the Aſſembly in this row, 
| Pojnt, viz. That Fear of Puniſhment, and e fe. 
Hope of Reward, are and ought to be Motives © an 
& a Believers Obedience And that the ex- ar 
cluding, and not allowing of theſe Motives I. Ei 


cetiary 


( "26x -- 
1 an Error. And; T expect ye will own, 
T have not wronged you in this Inference: 
and will plainly © eclare.; your, Agreement 
with the Aſſembly; and particularly, that, 
tho“ Believers are not to do Good in Hope 
of obtaining Heaven, upon Account of their 
Works and Doing: Let the Fear of Hell, 
and Hope of Heaven, from the Threarnings 
and Promiſes annexed to the Law, as a Rule 
ol Ri ghteouſneſs, are allowed by God him 
ſelf to be Motives of Believers Obedience: 
So that they ought to do Good, and refrain 
from Evil, becauſe the Law, by Promiſes 
and Threatnings, encouragetli to the one, 
and deterreth from the other. Confeſ. Chap. 19. 
$ 6. Le'll alſo own, that theſe Promiſes and 
Fhreatnings are not to be reſtricted to the 
Things of this Life, but reach likewiſe unto 
Eternal Rewards and Puniſnments; and 


- therefore, a Believer's being moved in his 


Obedience, from,” and his having a Regard... 
utjt6 © Rewards promiſed, or Puniſhments' 
threatned, do not make his Obedience mer- 
or flaviſn. 0 K. 

Ye conclude this Part of your Repreſench⸗ | 
tion, p. 18. with an Encomium on the M- 
r0W, 40 That it is a Book remarkable for 
5 ſetting the Difference between the Law * 
and the Goſpel, the Covenant of Wotks 
© and the Covenant of Grace; in a clear 


2 . Eight; and for Es. to the true 2 45 
c 0 


106 ) b 


cc of attaining . Gol] pel-Holineſs, by which 


*r jt has recommended it {elf to the Conſci- 
c ences of many judicious Miniſters and Chri- 

4“ ſtians in this Church, holy and tender in 
& their Walk.” Some may think, that ye 
might have purged that Book of the An- 
 tinomianiſm it is charged with, before ye 
had inlarged ſo much in its Commendation 


to a Venerable Aſſembly; and that they 
may be accounted as judicious and conſcien- 


tious Miniſters, and Chriſtians too, who 
judge our Confeſſion and Catechiſms prefe- 
rable to it, even in theſe Points, wherein ye 
ſo highly recommend it. 7 


m 


proceed to paſs your Cenſure upon the Eight 


Ad of the Aſſembly 1720. And to make 
Way for it, ye uſher it in with a very grievous 
Charge again 
A: © That thereby they have opened the 
te Sluce unto the turning of Religion unto 


In your Repreſentation, p. 18, 19, 20, ye 


n their above-mentioned Fifth 


© timely provided, this Matter muſt termi- 


& nate in a confounding of the Law and the 


et Goſpel, notwithſtanding of our Confeſſion 
© of Faith and Catechiſms, witneſſing againſt 
©. the ſame, which has been the Lot of other 
c publick Standards of Doctrine, before this 
«2 Time. And that ye are confirmed in theſe 
« your Fears of the diſmal Effects of that 


Re 
« 46, 


« © Eight Al of the ſame Aſſembly, __ 1 


"4 ot 
© Aly; from 8 ye find in the following 


Here is yqur concluding. Charge againſt 
bar 7 Fifth All, with a murdering Stab to the 
erte of that Venerable Court. Were 
this Charge true, what ſhould People think 
of that Aſembh? Have they indeed opened 


the, Sluce, to the turning of our holy Chriſti- 


an Religion into meer Morality ? Then, not 
only ought their Act to be repealed, but their 
Name ſhoyld be made to ſtink and rot, and 
be declared, for ever infamous. And ye have 
done your Endeavour to render them ſo, and 
to expoſe them to the Contempt and Reproach 
of the, People; but every equitable Perſon 
will enquire into the Truth and Weight of 
the Sounds, before he go into a Charge, 
which puts {ach a Brand upon a Venerable 
Aſſembly, '- Four particular Grounds againſt 
each, of the Articles of that 4 have been 


Everally ally -. coptidered, your Miſtakes: and 


E 


have been diſcovered, and ups 
d Review, I hope, even your 
ſelres ſhall be convinced of the Groundleſneſs 
of this your Charge. When a Thing is ſet in 
a falſe Light, it may appear diſtorted, miſha» 
pens and monſtruous; But place it in a true 
ight, then it appears again in its comely 
Symmetry, and Native Beauty, View that 
Fi Ar At in its ſelf, without theſe blackening 
trokes which * have put upon — 


= " EY). 


and ye will find, That in the 57ſt Article, the 


Aſſembly blames that Notion of ſaving Faith, | wot 
by which preſumptuous Sinners may deceive of ( 
themſelves with a Perſwaſion, That Chriſt is || that 
theirs, and that they ſhall be ſaved by him, getl 
when they have no real Intereſt in him: And | com 
by which they who fear the Lord and walk in 
in Darkneſs, may be diſcouraged, and put him 
to draw deſperate Concluſions againſt them- || ſam 

| ſelves, that they have no true Faith, becauſe con 
they have not attained unto an Aſſurance of | Hat 
their Intereſt in Chriſt. That in the ſecond Ar- | h 
ticle, they condemn the Doctrine of an uni- No 
verſal Atonement and Pardon; that Sinners || in a 
may not be encouraged to go on in their I e 
Treſpaſſes, in Hopes of Impunity. That in | t 
the Third, they urge the Neceſſity of Holi- ctrin 
neſs in them who would be ſaved ; that Pec- it cc 
ple may not ſlacken their Diligence in the | Mar 
Study of it. That in the Fourth, they allow | to re 
the Fear of Puniſhment, and Hope of Re- | 2841 
ward, to be Motives of  Believer's Obedi- | ſaid 
ence; that God's Threatnings againſt Sin the - 
may deter him from Evil, and his gracious | WOW! 
Promifes unto Godlineſs may encourage him them 
unto that which is good. That in the Fifth, into 
they maintain, that the moral Law is a ſtand- only 
ing and binding Rule unto the Belieyer; that Nalſo 
in doing Good, and in refraining from Evil, Recor 

he may have a Reſpe& unto all God's Com- in 4 
mandments. That in the fxth Arte, they one 
OP | VVV would Sagec 


would not have any who profeſſetli the Faith 
of Chriſt, to feed himſelf with vain Notions; 
that he is not under God's Law, but alto» 
gether delivered from it; That he doth not 
commit Sin; That the Lord can ſee no fin 
in him; That the Lord is not angry with 


him for his ſins, nor doth chaſtiſe him for the 


ſame; and, That he hath no Cauſe either to 
confeſs his ſins, or to crave Pardon at the 
Hand of God for them, or to Faſt, or Mourn, 
or humble himſelf before the Lord for them. 


Now, pray, where is the juſt Ground given 


in any of theſe, to charge the Aſembi with 
opening the Sluce unto the turning of our Religion 
into meer Morality? And this is all the Do- 
ctrinal Part of the Aſſembiys Adi, nor doth 
it contain any more, but their Cenſure of the 


Marrou, and their Orders to Miniſters not 


to recommend that Book, but to warn People 
againſt the ufing of it. Had the Aſſembly 
ſaid all theſe Things without meddling with 
the Marrow, ſome perhaps may doubt if ye 
would have had the Aſſurance to impeach 
them of turning the Remains of our Religion 
into meer Morality. But the Aſembly not 
only paſt their Cenſure on that Book, but 
alſo in their Act made Mention of an ample 
Recommendation, prefixed to the Edition of it, 
in Anno 1718. This touched particularly 
one of your Number, and ye have been en- 
gaged to eſpouſe his Quarrel. And tho in 
| "= 


will be aſhamed to own, that this is. the 
Origo Mali, and Ground of Provocation; yet 


I 2pprehend, ye ſhall not be able to help nor 


hinder People's thinking ſo, and that ye have 
rack'd your Wits to find other Pretexts to 
load the Aſſembly. a 


Bur I would have you, on the other Hand, ar 


impartially to conſider, if there be not fome 
Doctrine more juſtly chargeable with a Ten- 
dency to overturn that Religion leſt among 
us, and even Morality it ſelf. If any ſhould 


teach, That Chriſt hath made Atonem ent 


and purchaſed Pardon for All, and every one 
of Mankind; That a Sinner, hath no more 
to do, but only to be perſwaded that Chriſt 
died for him, and that he ſhall be ſaved, and 
then he ſhall be ſaved; That he needs not to 


repent of his Sins, in order to obtain the Par- 


don of them; That he needs not be holy, in 
order to obtain eternal Happineſs; That he 
is not to be moved in his Obedience to God, 
by the Fear of Puniſnment, or Hope of Re : 
ward; That he is bound ta. obey. no Law, 


that hath a Promiſe of Life,.or.Threatning || 


of Death annexed to it; That he is not to 
regard God's Law, when it demands good 
Works to be done that he may obtain Salva- 
tion; and the like: What would ye think o 
them? And whether theſe Opinions; if put 
into Practice, would not open the Sluce umto 
| al Immoralities, and overturn.frue: Religi- 


en 


SD 6 


Of the Charge againſt the E 
- the Neceſſity of 


0 4 . 


„ 
on and Goſpel-holineſs, I leave to your ſelves 
and to every unprejudiced Perſon to judge. 
I wiſh, R. Gentlemen, ye had forborn to 
load your Aſembly with ſuch grievous and 
black Crimes, when ye very well know, they 
never intended ſuch Prejudice to Religion ; 


and might know, that they have, by that 4, 


given no juſt Ground to charge them there- 
with. Such Treatment of an Aſembly is in- 
vidious and provoking; and when judicious 
People find your Accuſations to be ill founded, 


they will reckon all but Slander and Calum- 
ny, and the Reproach will recoil upon your 


ſelves. 


— 


SECTION. m 
gha AR, a- 
Juſtification, and of = 


olineſs. 


bout the Doctrine o 


UT I proceed to what ye advance a- 
gainſt the Eighth AF of the ſame Aſlem- 
bly ; and I ſhall'confider both your Excepti- 
ons againſt it, and the Conſequences ye 
draw fon it, And that which ye * in 
N | m— | | that 


o 


: << om | | Z 

that Act is, That the Aſſembly harh reeom- ' th 
mended to Miniſters to preach. the Doctrine J“ ly 
of Free Juſtification, thro our bleſſed Surety the | Sa 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, received by Faith alone; and 
of the Neceſsityof an holy Life, in order to the 
obtaining of. everlaſting Happineſs. What Fault, |” by 
pray, is there in this? When ye find none in 5 
the Matter, ye attack the Form of Words, ble 
which, ye ſay, is tumbling to you, becauſe ii by 
is another than what is uſed in our Confeſsion of 
Faith and Catechiſms on theſe Subjects. I coma “ vei 
mend the Zeal ye here expreſs for our Cozs ] rel tl 
Jeſsion and Catechiſms ; but the Aſſembly has ] fo al 
not neglected them in that Act: For they di- fed ii 
rect Miniſters, in their Sermons, to inſiſt upon | for a 
the great and fundamental Truths, expreſly I be ji 
according to our Confeſsion of Faith and Cate- ing F 
chiſms, and then they enumerate ſome of theſe || wher 
fundamental Truths to be particularly inſiſted ed up 
upon. But they have not, in that Enumera- | when 
tion, kept the preciſe Form of Words uſed in techi 
our Confeſsion and Catechiſms, when they come || tory 
to mention the Article of Juſtification. It 
is true, apd neither have they, in mention- || Only 
ing the other Articles, kept by the preciſe I s, 5: 
Form of Words, wherein they are deſcribed in ¶ Juſti, 
our Confeſſion and Catechiſms ; But reekon || the er 
them up thus: Such as that of the Being hing 
and Providence of God, and the Divine Au- Kight 
thority of the Holy Scriptures, the neceſ- || Law. 
ſary Doctrine of the ever bleſſed I rinity in Catec} 


- |” the Unity of the God-Head : Patticular-- 
e “ ly of the Eternal Deity of our Lord and 
e Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, and of the Satisfacti- 
4 on to Divine Juſtice made by him, who is 
e dour only Propitiation: Of Regeneration 
t, I' by. efficacious Grace. [ And to theſe they 
n add,] Of free Juſtification through dur : 
„ bleſſed Surety the Lord Jeſus Chriſt received 
it |” by Faith alone, and of the Neceſſity of an 
holy Life, it order to the obtaining of e- 
oy 5 verlaſting Happineſs. TN Now, if ye quar- 
rel the ro latter on this Account, why not al. 
is I fo all the former, ſeeing: they are not expreſ- yl 
„ | ſed in the Form of Words uſed in our Confeſ- F 
n | fon and Catechiſms? But can the Aſſembly 

y I be juftly ſuſpected of Hereſie, or of favour- = 
ing Hereſies againſt any of theſe great Truths; 0 
ſe when they would have them eſpecially inſiſt- 

d ed upon by Miniſters in their Sermons, and 

- [| when they ſet forth our Confeſſion and Ca- 

n techiſms as the approven Standard and Direc- 
ie || tory in Doctrine with reſpe& unto them all? 

[t But ye ſay, they have not added theſe Words, 

- | Only for the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt imputed to 
ſe as, but have winded. up the great Doctrine of 
n | Juſtification in ſuch Terms, as gives Shelter to 
n | the erroneous Doctrine of Fuſtification, for ſomes 
g || thing wrought in or done by the Sinner as his 
i= || Righteouſneſs, or keeping the New and Goſpel- 
* Law. Well, but do not our Confeſſion and 
in. | Catechiſms.reach N y the Imputacion of 


/ 


Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, 


— — — — — — 2 


then it is on account of his Righteouſneſs x 
imputed; for Chriſt's being a Surety, imports couſt 


made by him who is our only Propitiation; and icle 
alſo, by his active Obedience unto the pre- 


( was } _ „ 
wrought in, or done by the Sinner as his 
Righteouſneſs? And does not the Aſſembly I Goc 


ditect Miniſters to preach the great Doctrine GO 
of Juſtification expreſly, according to our Ithe 
Confeſſion and Catechiſms 2 Moreover, it ye Ihe. 


ſhall again view the Aſſembly's Words, and 4 ; 
confider them not . overly, but in their pro- by H 


Per: Import, ye may find, That they are not ¶ com: 


ſuch Terms as give Shelter to the erroueons Do- and 


K trine of Juſtiication, for ſome Thing wrought and 


in, or done by the Sinner ds his Righteouſneſs ; fied 
but do neceſſarily imply the Imputation of Jon a. 


Chriſt's Righteouſneſs. For (1) They call gr, 


it Free Fuſtification, which impites, That it fer 
is an Act of Free Grace, and that God'doth lis fai 
not juſtiſie upon Account of any Deſervings ſplies, 


| of the Sinner ; for if it were of Works, then it in or 


is. ug more Grace. (z.) They ſay, it is through heſs, 


our bleſſed Surety the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which Foine- 


expreſleth the meritorious Cauſe of Juſtifica- only 
tion, And if it be through Chriſt as a Surety, ure 


his anſwering the Demands of the Law in the Brac 


Place and Room of Ele& Sinners, both by hr ; 
his Sufferings, which is expreſſed in a preceed-Prm 


ing Article, By the Satisfaction to Divine Juſtice, ſembl 


9 0 


4 
F 


ceptive Part of the Law; which was hi - | = 
+ 15716 "OT ling 


(i $4 
ng f flling of all Righteouſneſs: And thus Chriſt 
us being à Surety for Man to God, and not for 
God to Man, (for God needed no Surety) 
ne God accounts what is done by the Surety in 
ur the Sinner's ſtead, unto his Juſtification, 
ye when he embracerh Chriſt the Surety as offer- 
ad led in the Goſpel. (3.) They add, received. 
o- % Faith alone, which ſhews how the Sinner 
ot comes to have Intereſt in Chriſt the Surety, 
Jo- and in wliat he as Surety hath done for him; 
t ſand ſo it implies, that the Sinner is not juſti- 
e fed for any Thing of his own, but for and 
fon account of what he receives of his Surety, 
when by Faith he receives Chriſt. And 
when Faith thus receiving Chriſt the Surety 
is faid to be alone in Juſtification, this im- 
Plies, That it is not for any Thing wrought 
in or done by the Sinner as his Righteouſ- 
eſs, or for any Obedience to any new Law 
oined with Faith, that he is juſtified} but 
pnly for the free gifted Rightecufnefs. f the 
P et Fot Juſtification by Faith and by 
Faith alone, excludes alb the Man's own Righ=- 

eouſneſs, and gives the-whole Glory to free 
race, Rom. iv. 16. Therefore it 15 of Faith, 
Far it night be by Grace. Seeing then the 
Form of Words and Terms in which thè Af. 
embly makes Mention of the important Art 
icle o Ju ation, give no Shelter to tlie 
re Prror e ate apprehenfit ve of, but on the eon- 
ular TOO 20 the 0 fs 

= Fl 
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Chriſt's Rietceoutbels, ye may perceive, that 7. 
ye had no juſt Ground to quarrel the Aflem- to 
bly on that Head. 

The Doctrine of Free Grace, in the i impor- do 
tant Article of Juſtification, being ſecured, the of 
Aſſembly ſaw meet to direct Miniſters to | Sal 
preach alſo the Neceſvity of an holy Life, in or- obt 
dier to the obtaining of everlaſting Happineſs. 
Seeing Holineſs in Heart and Life is ſo eſſen- 
tial to real Religion, that there can be none tain 
without it; it might have been expected, that Go- 
the Aﬀembly would in this, be ſafe from the king 
Cenſures ot thoſe, who do not diſavow that {| they 
Holineſs is neceſſary. to Salvation: But ye is f. 
have thought fit, to mark this alſo with your I Pro 
Brand. With Reſpect hereunto ye ſay, Re- there 
preſent. P. 20. ©, And whereas the ſaid Aſ- Chat 
« ſembly, by their. former. Act, have con- | © ce: 
« demned. the above-mentioned Plea, in an- 
* ſwer to the Law-Demand of good Works 
<_ for obtaining Salvation. But the ground- 
leſneſs of this Charge was already diſcovered ; 
and tho? the Demand of the Law as a Co- * Hy 

venant of Works be anſwered by Chriſt:the ]“ ſeq 
Surety, yet the Law, as a Rule of Life to the Here 
Believer, has a Demand of good Works upon Sora 
— * in Lr Caſe of r and his Crime 
they 
ly: 
ind nc 
\ 


TERS: 


A: 


Cu ES © 
tor obtaining Salvation, but ſuch as found a Title 
Io it before the Lord. But the Law, as a Rule 
of Righteouſneſs in the Goſpel Diſpenſation, 
;- | doth not make the good Works it demands 
ie | of Believers neceſſary to found their Title to 
to Salvation; tho' Holineſs be neceſſary to the 
obtaining thereof. Their Title is founded in 
. the Mediator's Righteouſneſs received by 
1- | Faith: And when Orthodox Divines main- 
ne | tain, that good Works done in Obedience to 
at | God's Law, are neceſſary unto the obtain- 
he ing of Salvation; it is a Calumny to ſay, That 
at | they teach, that Believers Title to Salvation 
ye || is founded in their good Works; ſo this 
ar | Prop will likewiſe fail you : And therefore, 
-- | there is no Foundation left to ſupport your 
.{- | Charge, which followeth, viz. © We con- 
n- | © ceive, the Aſſembly's directing of Miniſters 

* to preach (evidently in Contradiction to 
ks the condemned Doctrine of the Marrow on 
d-“ that Head) the Neceſſity of an holy Life, 
d; “ in order to the obtaining of everlaſting 
o- Happineſs, to be of very dangerous Con- 
he * ſequence to the Doctrine of Free Grace. 
the Here the General Aſſembly of the Church of 
on Scotland ſtand impeached of a very heinous 
Crime; and were they guilty of it, and had 
they given any juſt Ground for your heavy 
cufatiod, they deſerve to be ſtigmatiz d, 
ind no more intruſted with the Goſpel of the 
„„ H3 Bur, 


a) 


La) 


„ 5 

But, R. Gentlemen, if what the Aſſembly thu 
Fart here directed Miniſters to preach, be of | 
dangerous Conſequence to the Doctrine of Be P, 
Grate; then, in your Judgment, they had en- fta 
dangered leſs, and acted more favourably to- Pe 
ward the Doctrine of Free Grace, had they #1 
directed Miniſters to preach the contrary, viz. er 
That an holy Life is not neceſſary in order to the tat 
obtaining of everlaſting Happineſs ; That this may | mi 
be attained without Holineſs; and that therefore | bu; 
Holineſs is not neceſſary to Salvation. Do ye qu; 
indeed think ſuch Preaching would be more vit. 
agreeable to the Doctrine of Free Grace? I goo 
ſurely ye will not ſay it; For ye have alrea- 40 
dy ſaid the quite contrary, Repreſent. P. 4. con 
0s "Thar theſe are monſtrous Opinions, viz. | Ay. 
1 M ; hat the Law is not a Rule of Life to Belie- acc 
* vers, That Holineſs is not neceſſary to Salva- no! 

© tion; and the like: All which (ſay ye) our | ded 
10 Hearts do abhor, as egregious Blaſphe-E I 
my againſt our Lord and Saviour Jeſus] con 
“ Chriſt, making him the Miniſter of Sin. ry. 
Wherefore 1 think ye had as good forborn ] (i.) 
quarrelling this Direction of the Aſſembly, as] the 
to be put to it to find a Fetch for a ſorry Off- nev 
come. And I ſhall ſuggeſt you one, which in| no 
my Opinion, is pitiful enough; and that is, ing 
that ye may ſay: We are not againſt Holineſ vers 
its being neceſſary to Salvation; by no Means, | - Enj 
far be that from s: But we are againſt the 'wh 


5 Pj * That W is neceſſary in order 10 
I £ he «© | 


> * 


F. 


——3ꝓ— — — oe . ung 


bly the obtaining of everlaſting Happineſs. And 
of | when the Aſſembly would have Miniſters to 
reel Preach, and People to believe this, we under- 
n- il ſtand their Meaning to be, That they would have 
o- | People to believe, that their Holineſs of Life is 
ey | that which founds their Right and Title unto e- 
iz. fl terual Salvation; and that they ought to main- 
he tain good Works, not ineerly in order to their co- 
ay ming into the Poſſeſſion f everlaſting Happineſs, 
ore ſl but in order to their obtaining, that is, their ac- 
ye quiring a Right and Title unto the heavenly Inhe- 
bre ritance, for, and upon the Account of their oun | 
e? good Works. And this is the Doctrine which the | 
a-| Aſembly directs Miniſters to preach,and which we F 


a 
— 
_ 
A - 
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_ * <p = — 


4. conceive to be of dangerous Conſequence to the Do- 1 
iz. Arine of Free Grace. And truly it is ſo; for by 
je- according to this Way, eternal Life ſnall 7 
a- not be the free Gift of Grace, nor be foun- bl 
ur ded upon the Mediartor's Purchaſe, _ 4 
je-] But, R. Gentlemen, if ye find no better Off. 9 
ſus] come, I doubt this may be found a very for= {i 
ry one: For it will be objected againſt you, 4 


mM | (I.) That ye have impoſed on this Clauſe of 4 
as the Aſſembly's eighth Act, a Senſe which they | 
ff- never intended, and which their Words can 
inf] -no way fairly bear, That by obtaining everlaſt- 
is, ing Happineſs, they underſtand only, Belie- 
eſs} vers receiving and being brought into the 
1, - Enjoyment of the Heavenly Inheritance, 
the] whereunto they have a Title, in the preceed- 
ing Benefit of Free Juſtification, and which 
„ H 4 is 


af N A 4 ö * 
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is founded upon the Surety's Righteouſneſs 


] Or « 

imputed to them, and received by Faith a- 12 
lone. And (2.) That by Obtaining, nothing Hen 
elſe can be underſtood, but their receiving, | ſo. 7 
apprehending, getting, attaining unto, and || hole 
being brought to the Poſſeſſion and full Enjoy- to h. 
ment of the Hearenly Inheritance. And that || Yer 
ye may as well charge the Apoſtle Paul with | Do 
teaching what is of dangerous Conſequence Colo 
to the Doctrine of Free Grace, ſeeing. he u-] xecei 
ſeth the ſame ' Phraſe, 1 Cor. ix. 24. So run, Rev 
that ye: may obtain. And the Context: ſeems | Loy, 
to evince, that this is pat to the Purpoſe, | D 
Per. 24, 25. Know he not that they which run] ture 
in a Race. run all; but one recei eth (or obtain- Gre 
eth, AouB&xvas | the Prize? So run that ye may | 4 \ 
obtain | or receive and apprehend, u«&TYAaByre.] || © p 
And every Man that ftriveth for the Maſtery, || © c 
25 temperate in all Things : Now they do it to t 
. obtain - [or get, Tux AdfBwow]| 2 — 5 
. Crown, but we an incorruptible. Here, their F 
Running and Striving is in the | Chriſtian ] circs 
Courſe, in the Exerciſe of Godlineſs, and] the 
following Holineſs, againſt all Diſcourage- ed; 
ments and Oppoſition. The Prize is the in- fenc 
corruptible Crown, which is everlaſting Hap- Re⸗ 
pineſs in the Heavenly Inheritance; and they | bur 
are to run and ſtrive in order to their vecei- HO 
wing or obtaining of it. And the Apoſtle u-] offei 
ſeth the like Phraſe in the original Greek, Phil.] mig 
Iii. 12, 13. Me a, thd I had 8 plea 


(< $21 
[or abated, SN 
jet; but I folow after, if that I may appre* 
hend Cor obtain, uxraXdf]' that for which al- 


fo 1 am apprehended of Chriſt Jeſus. [or taken 
hold of by him] Brethren, I count not my ſelf 


zo have apprehended,[ or obtained, #xTanyeven ] 
Yer the Apoſtle Paul was no Enemy to the 
Doctrine of Free Grace; even when he ſaid, 


Colo. 111. 24. Knowing that of the Lord ye ſhall 
receive | or get, or obtain, droAyo9e] the 
For Je ſerve the 


Reward of the Inheritance: 
Lord C brift. 


Now, when the Aſſembly uſerh a Scrip-- 
ture Phraſe in the Scripture Senſe, what real 
Ground of Offence have they given? But 


4 Ye conceive, they directed Miniſters to 


« preach (evidently in Contradiction to the 


condemned Doctrine of the Marrow on 


| & that Head) the Neceſſity of an holy Life, 
| © in order to the obtaining of everlaſting 
I! < Happineſs. ” 
| circumſtantiate Caſe, when by their Fifth Act 
| the recommended Marrow had been condemn- 


And the doing this in the 


ed; could not fail of being Ground of Of- 
fence to you. 


Reaſon againſt the Aſſembly's Eighth Act; 


but why then did ye put it in a Paremßeſis 
However, it ſeems, that if ye had not been 
offended with the Fifth Act, this Eighth Aci 
might have eſcaped theſe Marks of- your Diſ- 
* Your repeated Attempts — 9 
10 : the 
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] either uere already per- - 


This then is your peculiar . 
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.the General ank, bly 1720, have induced 
me to obſerve the Strain of their whole print- 
ed Acts, and to conſider the Circumſtances of 
the Time of their Meeting; and upon com- 
paring of theſe together, I muſt own, that 
1n. my Opinion, they have given very bright 
and pregnant Proofs of their zealous Concern, 
for preſerving the Purity of our received Do- 
_ Erine and eſtabliſhed Reformation, and for 
promoting true Godlineſs in the Lives of 
People. For after their Firſt, Second, and 
Third Acts, concerning the King's Commiſ- 
ſion, and Letter to the Aſſembly, and their 
Anſwer ; in their Fourth A& they appoint, the 
Commiſſions to be granted to Members of 


ſubſequent Aſſemblies ſhall bear, That the | 


Miniſters have ſigned the Confeſſion of Faith, 


with the Formula enjoined by the Tenth Act 


of the Aſſembly 1711, and that the Ruling 
Elders have ſigned the Formula preſcribed by 
the Eleventh Act of Aſſembly 1694. This, 
I think, was very ſeaſonable at that Time, 
when the ſigning of all Confeſſions and Ar- 
ticles of Faith was much decried by ſome in 
our Neighbouring Churches. In their Fifth 


Act, they cenſure ſome Errors of the: Marrow, 


of which Act, and ſeaſonableneſs of it, I 


need here ſay nothing. In their Sixth Act, 


they appoint: their Commiſſioners, and inſtruct 
them to enquire into the publiſhing and 

ſpreading of Books and Pamphlets, tendin 

5440 5 „ 5 towar 
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toward the promoting a Scheme of Opinions 


inconliſtent with our Confeſſion of Faith, In 


their Seventh Ad, they ſhew their earneſt 
Zeal for preventing and ſuppreſſing the 


Growth of Popery. And in their Eighth, 
which is the laſt, (except the appointing the 


Diet of the next Aſſembly) they ſhew their 
great Concern, for People's Eſtabliſhment in 
the Chriſtian Faith, and for promoting Piety 
in their Practice; and to this Purpoſe they 
direct Miniſters, in their Catechetical Ser- 
mons, to inſiſt eſpecially upon the Funda- 


mental Truths, above-recited : That their 


Flocks may be preſerved from the Infection 
of dangerous Errors, and engaged to main- 


tain a Converſation that becomes the Goſpel 
of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who 


is GOD over All, bleſſed for ever. And 


tho” ye have ſeen meet to quarrel this laſt 
Act, yet I think there is in it a ſtanding Te- 


ſtimony of the Church of Scotland, unto the 


Orthodox Dectrine of the Ever- bleſſed Tri- 


nity, and eternal God-Head of our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt : Which was moſt ſeaſonable, at 


* 3 


a Time when Arianiſm was actually erting 
up its Bead in a Neighbouring Country, an 


when the abſolute Silence of an Aſſembly 
might have been miſimproven, as if they had 
not been very zealous for that great Article 
of the Chriſtian Faith. _ 5 
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I find yet one peculiar Reaſon 3 the 


5 Clauſe about Juſtification in that Eighth Act, 


which is in Repreſent. Pag. 19. & That a 
Motion expreſly made to the Aſſembly for 

© mentioning the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt in 
« that Clauſe, was flighted. ” But this is 


of no Force, to fix the Blot ye deſign upon the 


General Aſſembly, as if they were nor for ta- 
king in the = ene, of Chriſt into the 


DoGitine of Juſtification. For (1.) They had 
ſufficiently guarded againſt that Reproach, by 
directing Miniſters to preach this and other 


Articles there mentioned, according to our 


Confeſſion of Faith and Catechiſms. Hence, (2) 
In naming the particular Articles, which Mi- 


niſters were eſpecially to inſiſt upon, it was 
not needful, nor to their Purpoſe, to give a 
full Deſeription of every one of them. And 
yet, (3.) As was ſhewed already, the Terms 
in which they expreſs the Article of Juſtifica- 


tion, are ſuch as do not exclude, but neceſſa- 


rily imply the Imputation of Chriſt's Ri ghte- 
ouſneſs. 


upon, was not thought needful; the Aſſembly 


having no Suſpicion, that their not comply- 

| ing with that needleſs Motion could have, 

been made an Handle for ſo heinous an Ac- 

eulatibn. | 

This being the Caſe, R. Gl, allow 

22 to ſuggelt, T hat ye had done as — 
| all 


And therefore, (4.) This 1, aha | 
made by one, and not ſeconded, nor inſiſted 


m— 


and prudently, had ye paſt over this eſpeci- 
al Conſideration ; for it is well known, that 


the Motion was made by one of your Num- 
ber; and your mentioning it again, in ſuch, 
a. manner, may afford Occaſion to ſome Peo- 
ple to make Reflections, That ye are highly 
diſpleaſed with that Aflembly, becauſe a Mo. ; 
tion of one of your Number was not. gone. 
into; That ye account it a Slight not to be 
born with; That ye take it ſo hainouſly ill,, 
that ye have teſtified your Reſentment, by 
making it Matter of publick Complaint in 
your Repreſentation to the late General Aſſem- 
bly; That ye love Preheminence, and cannot 
keep Temper, unleſs ye be regarded as Lead- 
ers in every Thing ye propoſe; and ye know, 
ill-natur'd People are too fertile in their Re- 


flections, which might have been all avoided, 
by n that Story out of your Re- 
ut I believe ye will not blame 


Preſentation. believe ye will 
the whole Aſſembly, that the Motion was 
not complied with; for it came not to 4 
Vote. I do impute it to ſome few, who had 
the framing of that Eighth Ad committed to 
them; for if they had embraced the orion, 
and preſently made the Addition propoſed, it 
might have paſt in the Alſembly without Bif- 
ficulty; and I wiſh it had, if that could have 


I I deſign no Reflection on the Leading Men, 
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Gentlemen, 


ly to his own Propoſals, eſpecially in Matters 
of leſs Importance; he, ſhould honeſtly en- 
deavour to ſerve God, and be uſcful in em- 
ploying diligently the Talents he has recei- 


ved, for the Ends for which tiley were be- 


0 - * 


— 


ftow'd on him. Such an one fhatl be à leading 
et Eſteem, 
be fol- 
Thear- 
tily 


Man, without Affectation; Balls 
Without an eager Pufſuit; arid 1h; 
lowed, without being puffed up. A 


„ 


r 


tily wifh ye were all of you ſuch Leading 
Thus, I have conſidered your Exceptions, 
and Reaſons againſt the Aſſembly's Eight 
Act; and I ſee no Ground thereby given to 
confirm you in your Fears of diſmal Effects, 
of turning Religion into meer Morality, and con- 
founding of the Law and the Goſpel, as ye ex- 
preſs, Repreſent. Pag. 18. And as the Aſſem- 
bly has not opened the Sluce thereto by their 
Fifth Act, ſo they have given no Ground 


for ſiniſtruous Suſpicions againſt them, by 


e e 
* 22 * „ * I * & 


' Wherefore J hope all Difference in Doctrine 
between the Aſſembly and you, with reſpect 
to that Erghth Aft, may be readily removed, if 
ye ſhall continue' to adhere cordially unto our 
Confeſſion and Catechiſms: For, as they teach 
that God juitifies Sinners, not for any Thing 
wrought in them, or done by them, as their 
Righteouſneſs, bur only for Chriſt's Sake and 
his Righteouſneſs imputed, Confefſ. Chap. tit.” 
Fr. fo they teach the Neceffity of an holy 
Life, in order to the obtaining of 8 
Happineſs; that Repentance is of ſuch Ne 
ceſſity to all Sinners, that none may expect 
Pardon without it, Conf. chap. 15. $ 3. That 
good Works done in Obedience to God's 
Commandments, are the Fruits and Eviden- 
ces of a true and lively Faith. That Be- 
levers having their Fruit unto Holineſs, — 
70d -. rr "Rh 
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_ twixt the Aſſembly and you, by Means of our 
Confeſſion of Faithand Catechiſms, the common 
lands pf Dovuing proved and profeied on 
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have the End eternal Life, Confeſſi Chap. 16, 
6. 2. That, in Sanctification, Believers are 
quickned and ſtrengthned in all ſaving Gra- 


* 


— 


The conoluding Advice. 


FH US, Rev. Gentlemen, I have travelled 
I .. through all the Heads of Doctrine con- 
tained. in your Repreſentation, and in the two 
Ads of Aſſembly which ye have quarrelled. 1 
haye eſſayed, upon each Head ſeverally, to 
Ke the W y to, your | 
r removing all Appearance of Difference be- 


ay to your Agreement, and 


* 


0 


8 
&S « 
9 
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ces, to the Practice of true Holineſs, without 
which no Man ſhall ſee the Lord, Conf. chap. 13. 
8 x. And therefore, according to our Conſeſſi- 
on and Catechiſms, the preaching of this Ne- 
ceſſity of an holy Life and good Works is no- 
wiſe inconſiſtent with, or prejudicial to the 
Doctrine of free Grace, nor a receding there- 
from. 7 „ | 
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both Sides. 1 LE allo del to diſcover 
and to convince you of your Miſtakes, in the 
ſeveral Miſrepreſentations and grievous Accu- 
ſations, wherewith ye have endeavoured to 


load and beſpatter the Memory of the General 
Aſſembly 1720. Allow me then to renew and 


conclude my Friendly Advice. And. 
_ 1. I adviſe you to adhere ſtedfaſtly to the 

genuine Doctrine of our Confeſſion of Faith and 
Catechiſms, and that ye not only profets in 
general your ſo doing, but that ye declare 
plainly and explicitely your owning the ſeve- 
ral Truths drawn from, and agreeable unto 
our Confeſſion and Catechiſms, upon each of the 
Heads above-mentioned, for manifeſting your 
Concord with the Aſſembly therein; and that 


ye as explicitely reje& the oppoſite Errors, 


This being a plain Duty, I hope ye will 
not decline it. Every private Chriſtian, when 
called, ſhould be ready always to give an Anſwer 
to every Man that asketh him a Reaſon of the 
Hope that is in him, with Meekneſs and Fear, 


1 Peter iii. 15. How much more ought ye, 


who are Miniſters of the Word of Truth, to 
be ready to give an Account of what ye be- 
lieve your ſelves, and teach others. Ye will 
not diſpute either the Neceſſity or Expedi- 
ency of your fo doing. It is a Daty ye owe 
to the Glary of God, and the Honour. of his 
revealed Truths. Ye ought to do it for the 
Peace and Unity of * Church, and to pre- 
: 1 Feng 
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and o 


of Doctrine, wherein they were afrai 
Diſagreement. | 
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vent Conteſts and Diviſions in Doctrine. And 
bear with my Plainneſs, when J tell you fur- 
ther, that it is a Duty which ye owe to your 
oven Reputation and Vindication ; for ye 


know — have been ſuſpected of Novelties, 


to be inconſiſtent with the Doctrine of our 
Confeſſion of Faith, which ye have ſigned, as 
the Confeſſion of your Faith, and ſolemnly 


engaged to maintain and defend. And it is | 
a Duty ye owe to your own Flocks, and to all 
the Godly in the Land, that they may not be 
ſtagger d with ſtrange Doctrine and Ways of 
ſpeaking, different from the received Forms of 
ſound Words; but may have the Solace and 
' Comfort of the glad and refreſhing Tidings of ¶ tre: 


ſweet Harmony and Concord among the Mi- 
niſters of this Church, in theſe 2 
of their 


o 


2. I intreat ye may not take it in ill Part; 


for Texpreſs the Thoughts of my Heart, when 


I adviſe you further to conſider again the ſeve- 


ral grievous Charges, wherewith ye have load- 
ed the General Aſſembly, and alſo what hath 
been offered upon each of them, toſhew how 
groundleſs they are. And I beſeech you to 


lay aſide all Reſentment and Jealouſie, which 


is full of Eyes, (for ye are Men of like Paſſi- 
ons with others) that ye may be convinced 


of 


favouring a new Scheme, that is ſaid 


Vl ad 
of your Miſtakes and frankly acknowledge 
our Fault, in imputing to the Aſſembly thoſe 
Things, which they are not juſtly chargeable 
with. I grant, it is allowed to argue ab al- 
ſurdo; but no fair Diſputant will impute an 
abſurd Opinion to an Adverſary as his, when 
he diſowns it, tho? it be inferred by a neceſ- 
fary Conſequence from the Aſſertion which 
he owns. And to impute to an Aſſembly, 
falſe and abſurd Opinions, and offenſive 
Crimes, which they not only diſown, but have 
given no Ground for, and which can never 
be inferred by any juſt Conſequence, from any 
Thing they have either ſaid or done; this is 
yet much more injurious. And thus have ye 
of treated the General Aſſembly of the Church 
of Scotland, in many Paſſages of your Repre- 
ts ſentation. I ſhall not here rehearſe theſe un- 
ir pleaſant Particulars, having already diſcove- 
red the Springs of your Miſtakes. And ſee- 
t; ing, by open Defamation, ye have really 
wronged the ſupreme judicatory of this 
Church, it is your Duty to make Reparation. - 
And what more equitable, than that ye hum- 
bly acknowledge your Miſtakes to the next 
General Aſſembly, and retra& your foul and 
groundleſs Accuſations > Ye have done a 
Wrong, and Equity and Juſtice call you to a 
Reparation of the Injury. Ye have. given 
Offence, and by the A of Chriſt, ye. 
Eo os | 1 2 : arc 
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and King of his Church. he 
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ced of 2 Fault, yet ye cannot, with Reputa- 
tlon, retra& what ye have ſo openly advan- 
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another, enuying one another, Cal. y. 26. Lot 
nothing be done through Strife aud Lain: glory, but 
in Lowlineſs of Mind, les each eſteem gther better 
than themſelves, Phil. ii. 3. Let f Jour Moderg- 
tion be known unto all Men. The Lord is at 


— ns 3 
us uot be defirons of u Proveking q 
ud 


Hand. And, Finally, Brethren, whatſoever 
Things are zrue, whatſoever Things are honeſt, - 


whatſoever Things are juſt, whatſoever Things 


are pure, whatſoever Things are lovely, whatſo= 


ever Things are of good Report: If there be any 
Virtue, if there be any Praiſe, think on theſe 
Things. Aud the God of Peace ſhall be with 


you, Phil. iv. 5. 8, 9. 


No, R. Gentlemen, conſider what hath 


been ſaid, without giving your ſelves the 
Trouble of enquiring who ſaid it. Ponder 


ſeriouſly the Advice, without any Regard to 
the Adviſer. All that is needful for you to 
know about him, is, that he is one who 


wiſheth the Preſervation of pure Goſpel- 


Truth, and the Peace of this Church, if it 
may be obtained with the Safety of Truth. 


He does indeed think that ye have been over- 
taken in a Fault, and that it is the Duty of a 
private Chriſtian to endeavour to reſtore o 


in the Spirit of Meekneſs, conſidering himſelf, 
left he alſo be tempted. He deſires to take 
a Lift of your Burdens, and ſo to fulfil the 


1 Law of Chriſt. He is your real Friend, and 


wWiſhes 


— — 


Ae  __. 
wiſts, you well. He uſeth F Ls a 
Plainnels of Speech ; but is not to be accounted 


your Enemy, — fe he tells yon the Truth. 
Wherefore deſpiſe not, but favourably. receive 


the Friendly —— of him „ who is 
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